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ADVERTISEMENT. 



This statement has been abridged, for general cir- 
culation, from a larger pamphlet, containing doca- 
ments and 6ther matters, not unimportant to the case, 
but uninteresting to the general reader. 
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RECENT EVENTS AT MAURITITTS. 



CHAP. I. 

EVENTS AT MAUKITIUS ANTERIOR TO THE SPRING OF 183«. 

• * 

The occurrences which have for the last few years directed 
the public attention to the condition of the colony of Mauritius, 
appear to have been so little understood — they are in them- 
selves so improbable — that it has become a duty to draw up 
a plain, straightforward statement of this case, which is cer- 
tainly without a parallel in British colonial history. 

With this view, it will be necessary to develop at some 
length the real state of that colony when Mr. Jeremie was 
appointed to office. 

It has been generally supposed that the colony, up to the 
moment of this nomination, was in a state of tolerable 
tranquillity — or if at all agitated, it was in the same degree 
and from the same cause alone that had created somewhat 
of dissatisfaction, real or pretended, in the remaining slave 
colonies. 

' Never was a more egregious error : slavery is comiected 
with these occurrences only in a secondary degree ; the slav^ 
question has served as a pretence for proceedings directed to 
a far different object. For years previously had this colony 
been in a condition utterly lavtrless ; twice, within a very short 
antecedent period, had it broken out into open^ undisguised 
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2 EVENTS AT MAURITIUS 

revolt. In short, as this narrative proceeds, it will be shown 
that what actually did occur in the year 1832 was pre- 
arranged and oi^anized before Mr. Jeremie's name was even 
heard of. 

The papers and proofs on which this statement is founded 
can be called for by any independent member of either House 
of Parliament, or by any of the friends of those who may 
consider theif discretion seriously questioned or their charac- 
ters injured by any part of this narrative, which is in fact little 
more than an abstract from various official reports. 

It appears requisite to offer a very brief outline of the his- 
tory of this colony since it beoam^ a British (Settlement. 

Mauritius, taken by capitulation fi-om the French in 1810, 
and ceded, unconditionally, to the British Crown in the year 
1814 by the treaty of Paris, is nearly in the centre of the In- 
dian ocean, and from its commanding position, of the highest 
importance as a strong hold in time of war, and a place of 
commercial deposit and refit in time of peace ; it has also be- 
come of some consequence from the extensive cultivation ot 
colonial produce, which has been of late established there with 
English capital. Its population, taken generally, may be said 
tb amount to about 100,000 souls, of whom say 63,000 were 
slaves ; the remainder consisting of about one-third white, and 
two-thirds coloured inhabitants, the great majority of whom 
still speak the French language, and continue attached from 
euBtcmi to the habits of tlieir former country ; though many, 
especially the native coloured population, are at the present 
moment warmly and sincerely desirous of continuing under 
the dominion of the British Crown, convinced that they may 
h% last succeed in obtaining tolerable protection. 

This colony is governed partly by the modem law of France, 
partly by that hasty and eccentric species of legislation termed 
thfe *' Legislation intermediaire,'^ introduced by each of the 
mtay .Ephemeral governments which ruled in France from 
1789.10 1808, dnd partly by local regulations. 



ANTERIO& TO TOG SPftlVa Of 1832. 3 

TiM latter owe their bright to the atimeht WmnOk gdVem^ 
TMtkl and its govemori»^ and to a «<^bnial aeaeiiibly with ft 
Mfninal governor) whieh ruled at Mauritius during the fVefieh 
revolutioti^^to decrees from If a|)dIeon| atid regulatidnit fHlfil 

hii g&1^gItl^^gelieruI| Det$aeii^and| tslnee the capture^ l§ 
the proeiactiatiofid of British governors end drdere frdm hia 

Majesty in c^uhciL All these differ iti few inetance»<-<4ll 
none UHaterially^MVoni the by-lawb of celoHies in the Weet 
Indieii* 

Mauritius, ftbtb. ite isoteti&tl pdeitioi&> had alwaye eheri^hed 

fklee ideas of importance ftfid independenic^e ; and its inhabr<> 

tahts nueoeeded) frotti a cotnbihatioh of fortunate eireuinstan* 

cesy especially the war, in setting at defiance the whole jpOWdf 
of Franee$ and maintaining merely a nominal dependence, 
fr^m the commeneeMent of the 6rdt revolution to the peki% 
df Anlienil. 

One of their governors, Count 06nWay> vrUs diBfnUfted,-««. 
Another, Malartic, they gained over, and he continued in the 

aetual e^tnmand, with nominal authority, until hisdefithk 
l%eir admiral, and four commissioners froni Louis XVL, we«i 
arrested and imprisoned. Two deputies from the Directoi^y) 
"^•^ ca^e they have never ceased to dwell Upon with ilelight, 
-Hsetit out for the purpose of introducing artiendnaeht* in the 
slave laws, were also arrested, and forced back under an order 
hoiti Malartic ; an attempt having been previously (ae related 
by thrir ftvourite historian) niade oti their lives, by pertoni 
dolemnly pledged to remove dr destroy them, "to devote 
themselves for their eountry/' And in this ednditlon^ anarohy 
raging within, the mother eountry defied from without, ihey 
eontinued till General Deeaen landed thefe, with all but un* 
limited powers, and ruled them with etrici Impartiality, but 
great severity, up to the capture Sa 1810; 
the body which, under the name ef it edldnial aeeeAiMyi 

held during this turbulent ^eHdd the reifiS of gOVeiil»«t, 

was first established vi^thout even thft shadow ^f * mt^^ 
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4: EVENTS AT MAURITIUS 

from France^ when General Conway withdrew from the island. 
It was subsequently altered under instructions still extant 
from the French Constituent Assembly, countersigned by 
Louis XVI.^ which authorized the governor provisionally to 
sanction a representative government, subject to the future 
approbation and express confirmation of the French crown 
and legislature. This constitution was altered again, at four 
different periods, by themselves, within eight years : and hav- 
ing never been approved or confirmed, as directed, it was 
finally abolished by a consular decree, on General Decaen's 
assuming' the government. Many of these changes had 
their usual concomitant tumults, succeeded by banishment or 
bloodshed. 

It is singular that this state of things was not taken advan- 
tage of earlier, by the British forces in those seas; for then, 
and from that time forward, there was evidently a party of 
some strength among them, impressed with a clear sense, of 
the benefit likely to accrue towards the maintenance of inte]> 
nal tranquillity and external security, from their being placed 
under the immediate protection and control of a powerful, 
but liberal maritime power. 

On the other hand, there has ever dwelt in a portion of that 
population, principally the refuse of the French revolution, a 
deadly hate of the principles, the manners, the power, the 
very name of Britain. This was manifest from, the period of 
their subjugation. They were mostly persona engaged in 
trade, who had earned a livelihood by privateering on our 
liidian commerce ; — ^who had supplied the colony with manu- 
factures and colonial produce, from the plunder of British 
cargoes, building-wood from British, ships, and slaves from. 
British crews ; the Malays and Lascarsmade prisoners of war 
from British Indiamen, being, on what principle of interna^ 
tional law is not explained, doomed to; slavery ; and after the 
capture, these persons passed, by an easy transition, from 
privateering to increasing the number of slave traders. 
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. This party has ever, been supported by most of the legal 
profession — ^the colonial magistracy, and bar. 
. Various causes have,' ever since the cession, contribi^ed 
among a portion of the inhabitants, to augment the disaffected, 
party, and diminish the British, especially the excitement pro- 
duced by. the measures taken for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade — ^the slave registry laws, and the neglect, if not delin- 
quency, in enforcing them; which, keeping the subject con- 
stantly open, has rendered it a source of continued irritation. 

Then there were the slave amelioration measures, followed 
up by the Consolidated Slave Order, and by the order abolish- 
ing the use of chains, and subsequently by the act of signal 
justice done to the people of colour. The debates on Sir 
Robert Farquhar's administration, seem also at the time to 
have produced excitement. 

. Thus matters stood when the able report of certain gentle- 
men, appointed as Commissioners of Eastern Inquiry, and who 
were particularly directed to investigate the question so long 
and so anxiously mooted, as to the actual existence of a con- 
traband trade in slaves subsequently to the capitulation of the 
island, reached that colony. This report appears to have 
established the fact of the existence of this trade for several 
years, though it does not go the length of, ascertaining what 
might have been the number of persons held unlawfully in 
slavery, a point which still remains the subject of keen con- 
troversy; enough, however, appeared to induce Sir G. Murray's 
government to propose the adoption of certain measures, with 
a view of enabling the persons thus illegally placed in bondage 
to vindicate their undoubted right to freedom. 

An exaggerated report of the measures contemplated by 
the secretary of state reached them in the month of Septem- 
ber, 1830 ; this, with other existing causes, produced a con- 
siderable excitement, and led to immediate measures on the 
part of the xolonists, for the purpose of resisting by force the 
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prpeeedlngv ef g»vemBi6nt,<r^«ieaBiiM8 mmoimtii^ m ftet to 
an open and publte revolt. 

A nnmeFouB meeting was ealled, vhera it was propoeed ftnd 
resolved by the faetion immediately to arm the eoloniets. 

From this date aleo^ if not previously, the dominant paH]f 
never ceased, as opportunity ofl^red, to introduce elandes* 
tinely into that island, arms and other ammunition of war; a 
circumstance so publie and notorious, that, as certified by an 
oiBeer of the local government, '^ no British colonist could be 
ignorant of the fkct, for the two years" preceding the tumult 
which occurred on Mr. Jeremie*s arrival in 1393. 

They also resolved to divide the island into military dis- 
tricts and sections; and on the very same evening that tht 
assembly above alluded to was held, a riot occurred in Port 
Louis, and the governor was openly and publicly insuHed by 
a portion of the population, consisting of the leading inhabi- 
tants of that party, at government-house. 

As to the public authorities, administrative and judicial, 
they seem at this period to have looked on, if not with apathy, 
certainly with an indifference little calculated to stimulate the 
friends of good and British government, or alarm its enemies. 

The leaders of the faction, on consideration, deemed it pru- 
dent to have recourse in the first instance to negotiation ; it had 
the double advantage of affording them time to prepare, and 
perhaps they might be able to obtain concessions which would 
strengthen their interests, and enable them more easily to 
dictate others. Circulars were therefore sent forth, inculcate 
ing the necessity of political union among all classes of the 
colonists at Mauritius ; and that no doubt should exist as to 
their views, it is as well to copy firom one of these documents 
the first and last paragraphs : — 

*' iMHAfilTAKTS OF MAURITIUS, 

** Menaced by our most cruel enemies, we flock in crowds 
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to tile priacipftl town of the eolony^ to inquire the cause of 
t^e alarms, the ery of which has echoed through our distrtots. 
Prom all sides the peaceable inhabitants arriTC in town, drawn 
away from their agricultural labours by new anxieties and 
apprehensions. E^ery year, alas! we may well say every 
month, some disastrous news arrives from the metropolis of 
the empire, from tiiat mother country, which to us alone has 
shown herself a pitiless step-mother" (marfttre). 

And after a warm encomium on the leeat authorities, it 
eoneludes :-^ 

** Let us send to England a man devoted to our interests, 
t representative of our country ; and if, after all our efforts to 
avert the tempest ready to burst upon us — if we are again 
refused-^if again menaced, then, inhabitants of Mauntinnf 
prepare yourselves to prove to the whole world, that under 
the most modest exterior, and under the appearance of that 
mildness of character which has been so often abused, you 
possess noble hearts, capable of repelling by force ifgustke 
and oppression.'- 

\ 

This paper was signed by a person calling himself Adrien 
D'Epinay, and generally known under that designation, 
Dupont, and ^hribert, all which are names somewhat re- 
markable. 

The first was at that time the leader of a self-created 
representative body, which had for some short time existed in 
the island) and formally assumed to itself all the powers of 
an insurgent government; Dupont, a barrister educated at 
the expense of the British government; Guibert, the tenant of 
a sugar estate, of which more hereafter, called Mount Mascal, 
both members of the same body. The origin of this body 
seems to have been as follows : — 

Somewhere about the year 1 826, Sir Lowry Cole, the then 
governor of the Mauritius, had thought fit, with a view of 
rendering the slave amelioration measures rather more palat* 
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. able to the inhabitants; to authorize the meeting of a certain 
number of persons selected from among the most eminent and 
discreet of the commercial and agricultural classes, that they 
might submit their views of these measures to him, and repre* 
sent th^jn in their true light to the inhabitants. 

In the course of a short time, the original object and pur- 
pose for which this body was formed were lost sight of, and 
instead of being nominees of the government, they proceeded, 
without any authority or shadow of authority from the govern- 
ment, to assume an unlimited power, and they published the 
circular above-mentioned. 

The leader of this party, Mr. Adrien Caiez or D'Epinay, 
was appointed the deputy of this fitction, to London ; and he 
proceeded in his mission supplied with letters of recommen- 
dation from many of the principal, even judicial, authorities; 
he thus appeared in London rather as the accredited agent of 
the local colonial government, than, an offender or partizan; 
and therefore the home government, placed at a distance of 
12,000 miles from the colony, could not but consider as 
exaggerated the reports of disturbances which might have 
reached them by private channels: and he experienced, in 
consequence, a cordial reception. 

During his absence arrived in the colcmy the Order in 
.Council dated February, 1830, consolidating the slave laws — 
a regulation which caused universal dissatisfaction among the 
enemies of slavery at home. r 

It gave rise, at Mauritius, to a second popular outburst. 
Protests, all couched in the same- terms and prepared in the 
same quarters, poured in simultaneously from all the districts 
of the colony. Emboldened now, they no longer confined 
themselves to resisting the slave-laws ; they insisted on ob- 
taining as their right the abortive constitution or representa- 
tive assembly of 1791, already noticed; and declared in 
substance that they would no longer conform to any law or 
ordinance which had not been passed by themselves. 
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On this second occasion, the conduct of the local govern- 
ment was still more extraordinary. The governor. Sir C. 
C!olville, convened the Executive Council, consisting of himself, 
the chief judge, Mr. Blackburn, JEtnd the commandalit of the 
garrison — ^and these three heads of the administration resolved 
to return these documents to the inhabitants as irregular — 
alleged omissions of form thus covering their treasonable 
nature, but with a notification that these papers alone fur- 
nished ample proof of a combined determination to resist the 
laws — ^that they were, in short, evidence of open rebellibn. 
But lest this act of theirs should prove prejudicial to them in 
the eyes of Parliament and of his Majesty, and in the hope 
that they would profit by this advice, they now returned their 
p^)ers with b, promise to testify as hitherto to their loyalty. 

This : occurred in April, 1831; the protests are dated the 
fifth. And thus had two overt acts of rebellion, avowedly such, 
been committed in the midst of this British colony, without 
the executive or judicial authorities ever once dreaming of 
punishing or of touchbg even a hair of the head of the greatest 
or the least of these ofienders. 

From this moment a party was formed throughout the 
colony, systematically to resist the laws of amelioration. 

The treasonable protests only one district condescended to 
receive back at the governor's invitation. ^ 

The protectors, the civil commissaries, presented themselves 
on estates and drew up ''proems verbaux," or reports of 
'^ rebellion," viz., certificates that personal resistance had been 
threatened ; and here matters rested. Those who would have 
complied with the law, by supplying themselves with the 
books recording the punishments inflicted on their slaves, 
dared not make use of them, and 2400 cases under these 
laws remained unprosecuted. 

It was also about this time, or rather immediately before 
M. D*£pinay'8 departure from the Mauritius, that the news of 
the revolution of July^ in France, arrived; and iuch an instance, 
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togttther with their own timals, wm quoted hy mtnwho 
know better, at preeedents worthy of imitation by this spoek 
in the oeeaoy a spot measuring eome ten by eighteen feet, or 
mUes-^it matters little. They therefore again resolyed to 
persist in demanding as their right the constitution of 1791| 
and to resist inquiry into the condition of illegally im|K>rted 
slaves; to effect which double purpose they proceeded 

To convert the oolonial committee into a permanent repre* 
tentative body : their number fluctuated from 15 to 34 ; th^ 
held their sittings at Port Louis, and thenceforth for several 
years exercised an extraordinary control over the govan- 
ment« 

They further retolved to appoint, under the name of. 
" Soci^t^s d'Agriculture," or ** Ccnnit^ Centraux/* sub-corn^ 
mittees in the out-quarters, to communicate with the Port 
Louis committee, and to carry into effect their resolutions. 

Lastly, they came to a deteomination to refuse payment of 
their taxes, in which convenient resolution they also persisted 
till a late period ; even the impost for scouring the streets of 
Port Louis, established in 1830, and levied for part of that 
year, not having been paid up to the year 189S ; so that, in 
fact, the streets of Port Louis were cleansed for account of 
the British commissariat. And all this again they did with 
perfect impunity, without even an effort to enforce law or 
subordination. 

Having gone thus far, it becomes absolutely necessary U^ 
inquire how it happens that such measures were allowed to 
reach this height in the presence of a well-established govern- 
ment, without any of those steps being taken which the cir* 
eumstances appear to have imperatively demanded. Here 
Mr. Jeremie is compelled, unfortunately, to enter upon the 
most painful and distressing part of this statement. Circum* 
stances transpired on his second return to that colony, and 
proofs reached him, which showed that, contrary to the express 
oommandt of the Crown^ it did appear that the higher offlcert 
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^ pewrnmeHly admiiiiBtmliTe and judieialy w^ra in afltot 
Identified in interest with the colonists themselvesy<^that if 
not actually proprietors of slaveg, they were evidently and 
|)alpably interested in slave cultivation. How fhr this might 
have affected their general conduct, it does not enter into 
his province to examine. But this part of the caae being 
important indeed, it is requisite to enter on a brief reeapitn* 
lation of the policy and instructions of the home government 
on this head* 

At the commencement of the slave controversy it was deemed 
necessary, in reference to the general feeling of the country, 
to establish, as a fixed and an inflexible rule, that the im- 
mediate representative of His Majesty, as well as the chief 
of the magistracy, and some other superior officers adminis- 
trative and judicial, in the colonies, should not, directly or 
Indirectly, be possessed of slaves, of landed property cultivated 
by slave labour, or of mortgages on such estates. Directions 
of government to this efibct bear date in the year 1824, and 
are the better known to and remembered by the writer of 
these papers, from the fact, that in the month of October, in 
that same year, Kewas promoted to the office of first presi- 
dent'oFthe royal court, or chief judge of the ancient French 
colony iDfB'frXude,'* when this' c^^^ was imposed upon 

we: — - - ' 

This principle formed also the subject of a public parlia- 
mentary discussion in the year 1826, when the late Mr. 
Canning, and Lord Liverpool, avowed their determination to 
enforce it to its full extent. The intentions and the policy 
of His Majesty*s government were thus unequivocally an- 
nounced and clearly and generally understood long before the 
appearance of any legislative enactments on the subject. 

So matters stood when the colonial produce of the island of 
Mauritius, at first subjected to the same duties on importation 
into England as that firom the East Indies, was placed on the 
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same footing as that of our West India .islands. Landed 
estates suddenly acquired a double, and triple value. But 
at leij^th the moment of prosperity approached its term; a 
counteraction became perceptible, and the illusion vanished. 
Then ensued failures, bankruptcies, foreclosures, universal 
distress, the entire destruction of credit, and general dissatis- 
faction. 

Now among those who were seized with this speculative 
mania were to be reckoned, not only planters and merchants, 
but the higher functionaries in the judicial and executive 
departments of the colonial government. Thenceforth, there- 
fore, all parties became subject to the influence of the same 
overwhelming interest. 

. Yet, whilst nothing practical was done in that island, the 
perilous condition of the colony could not be denied ; it was 
so far recognized by the local government itself, that the 
governor. Sir Charles Colville, in his communications with the 
secretary of state, had twice applied for reinforcements ; the 
87th regiment had been sent out in all haste, and he had 
actually detained the left wing of the 82nd, upon his own 
responsibility, so that the two wings of that corps were sepa- 
rated, and serving in opposite quarters of the globe for about 
three years, so imminent must he, in the midst of the uni- 
versal apathy, have considered the danger. 

It is also a singular coincidence, that with the heads of the 
administrative, as of the judicial departments, the same spirit 
of speculation appears to have taken possession of them at the 
same period.^ The contracts or deeds containing proof of both, 
bear date alike in March, 1830; and accordingly, all these 
combinations, these threats, these revolts, commenced in the 
selfsame year. 

To proceed : shortly after arrived the measures adopted by 
the home government, on the remonstrances of M. Adrien 
Caiez D'Epinay; these were of rather a sweeping nature. 
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The most important concession made to the colonists was that 
of revising their criminal codes, a duty at all times of the 
most solemn nature, and, where the law to be revised was of 
foreign origin, a task of extreme delicacy, and which showed to 
what an extent the home government still confided in the local 
authorities. How was this task executed ? They coolly pro- 
ceeded to strike out every enactment which bore directly on 
their own proceedings, and which rendered persons guilty of 
sedition, treason, and other offences against the state, amenable 
to justice. 

As this subject has been noticed in a despatch from Lord 
Groderich — a despatch which has a very important bearing 
on the circumstances hereafter stated — it is right to extract it 
at some length : 

March iSth, 1833. 

*' At the conquest of Mauritiaa, the ancient French criminal law was found 
in force ; the civil codes havings heen previously introduced. The old penal 
code was iU-digested, and in truth wholly inapplicahle to the existing circum- 
stances of society, and at variance with the feelings and opinions of the present 
age. The Commissioners of Eastern Inquiry recommended a change in this law 
which would have brought it into a much closer resemblance to the law of 
England. But in the same spirit of respect for the wishes of the inhabitants of 
French origin by which the policy of his Majesty's government had been guided 
in other particulars, I advised his Majesty to authorize the compilation and 
provisional enactment, within the colony itself, of a new penal code. To thi$ 
work I directed that the particular attention of the judges and other legal 
functionaries should be called, in the fuU persuasion that the confidence so 
liberally reposed in them, would be met in a similar spirit. I did not, indeed, 
doubt that the criminal code of France would be adopted as the basis of the 
proposed law 5 nor .was I unwilling that the colonists should be gratified, even 
at the sacrifice of the opportunity thus alSbrded me of assimilating the laws of 
the colony to those of England; an object of great importance, and of permanent 
interest. I now proceed shortly to state what has been the result. 

" The new penal code was compiled with the utmost promptitude, and inmie* 
diately promulgated as a law by the governor and council. Sir Charles Colville 
transmitted to me a copy of it, for his Majesty's approbation, in the French 
language. In my despatch of the 5th July last, No. 47, I directed him to 
forward another transcript in English, pointing out the inconvenience and even 
impropriety of caUing for his Majesty's assent to a law written throughout in a 
foreign tongue. I, however, examined the French copy sufficiently to perceiv$ 
that it was little else than a transcript of the penal code of France, with whicji^ 
however, I did not then coUate it; thinking that such a task would be inore 
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QiiMly pnkmM WheMter I shovld recwT* tlw fingliftli wigilAl* ReMftI 
ereats hare, howerer, led me in tome degree to make this eoUatien; and I 
discorer to my extreme surprise that the French code was studiously altered al 
Mauritius pfecis^lj iA those «n««tmetits Vrhicb* if they had been MtalftMli 
wonid hsFe subjeeted the seditioufc is that celoay to heyere aad WeH-flMfitod 
penalties ; of this fact Sir Charles CoWille neyer gave me the slightest intima* 
tion when he transmitted the French yersioh of the iieW la#, And In justice t6 
that Offioer I must 4zpres* taiy firAi belief Aikl he Was hifnself Ibft in letll 
igooraace of the important interpolatiens introduced into the dew code. If ••# 
it will remain with the chief judge and the other public officers employed ia 
preparing it, to ezplaih how it happened thbt they fkiled to apprisd tbb goydhidir 
of the colony of alteratibiks whieh, nomeatons though they W0re» might #iU 
escape his obseryation in the midst of a yoluminous body of laws relating to a 
subject foreign to his ordinary pursuits and studies. 

" The time in which thtee changes #ere tnade, is highly wofthy of h tettiftrlr. 
The law bears date the 16th of Febmary^ IBM » a period at which Ae ateed 
associations, the seditious public notices, and the self-constituted society to 
which 1 haye already adyerted, were attaining to their full maturity. Yet such 
was the occasion when it was thought right silently to introduce shatigM it thft 
criminal Uw, the eflbct of which was to render the goyemment helpless, and to 
•Mtire impunity to persons engaged ill proceedidgd little short of traitoroiil» 

*■ I will now state shortly what are the changed And departures from VtA 
model in which the crikninal code of Mauritius waA Aramed to Which I hay^ tbtti 
rslbtted. The 87th section of the eriminal code of France eortMlwndft t6 ft{ 6f 
thd c<)l6tiial code. They both denounce d^ath tad cbnflication ak the petoaltitft 
of an attempt or plot against the life or person of any tnember of the h)yal family, 
or hating for its object td destroy or change the government, or the order tt 
•ooe^saidn to th« throne. 1'he code of Frane«, howeyer, in the Hamd i^ttttfH 
eontaiod, while that of Mauritius omiu, the fbltowing additional deinition 6t 
AttempU or plots punishable by death. * Any attempt or plot to eicit^ the citi. 
tens or inhabitants to arm themselyes against the royal Authority.' Th6t4 
significant words would haye precisely reached the case of the armed ftdiMdft- 
tions then in progress : and the omisftlon of them must haye b«en designed for 
the express purpose of sheltering the offenders fh>m Justice. 

** Again, the 93rd clausd of the French Code provides that iitty person tAHn(^ 
the command of an armed force without a legal sanctii^ or toiotii^e, shall taiToj^ 
death. But in Mauritius the words in the corresponding article, numbered 8t, 
' sans droit ott motif Ugitime,' are changed fbr the expression ' sans droit 
legitime on motif excusable.' Thud, the p«rs6nt embodying themMlvte in 
arms against the goyemment, were provided With & legal protection if thdy 
could induce a public prosecutor closely connected with them, and Judged 
amongst whom some of their own partisans word to be found, to regard tho 
motiye of their proceedings excusable. A pleft fed comprehensive would 
embrace eyery imaginable apology; and convert the cOurt from a tribunU 
Administering a definite law into a body authorized to decide upon questioni 
properly belonging only to the king in the exercise of his Majesty's prerbgatiyn 
of mercy. 
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y«'F«rtii#l'i tiA lOtftd iietiofi ^ tiit Fnneh ood« w«t alugetfa^r omSltei» 
obTieusljr because it would have reached th«case of persons of great note in the 
colony, bj including in the definition of treason, any direct provocation to the 
ediiiinission of that ofibnce by public speeches or printed Writings. 

*' Again» the 194th and Itdth slanses of the tode penal of France wete i«jtetgd 
at Mauritius, obviously because they denounced banishment against those who 
should concert measures to prevent the execution of the laws or of the orders of 
govemment; and because in eases wheM the eotnbinalicm had for its object « 
design injurious to the internal safety of the state, the offendtes wete to bft 
punished with death or coniacation of their goods. 

'' Even still more remarkable is the omission of the If 7th clause of the French 
c6d«, which declared liable to forfeiture of oiBoe every judge or judieial 
officer who shall presume to interfem with the authority of the legislature, by 
making laws, or by entertaining the question whether laws should be published 
€ft executed. 

" The obvious design of this bhang^e was to enable the judges with impunity 
to co-operate in those measures so soon afterwards .taken for defeating, by 
judicial decisions and refusal to register royal acts, such changes in the law as 
his Majesty in council might see fit to introduce* 

" In the same spirit the framers of the colonial eode rejected the ^17ib seotioa 
of the code of France, because it declared all provocations to tumult by speecheSi 
placards, or printed writings, punishable in the same manner as tumult itself. 
Thus the leaders in the agitation were to be safe, whatever punishment might 
swsit the deluded followers. 

** I might mention other deviations from the French code dictated by similar 
xltotlves, and all tending to the same result, of securing to the seditious impu- 
nity at least, it they should fail in their resistance to the government and the 
law. Enough) however, has been said to justify the conelusion» which I most 
reluetantly admit, that the task confided to the local authority has not been 
performed in a spirit of good faith. The result is inevitable, — his Majesty will 
Aot confirm a law passed in such a maanert and for such purposes ; and I am t6 
signify to you his disallowance of it; which you will cause to be published in 
the most authentic manner, explaining at the same time the grounds of that 
decision, as I have already stated them. 

" It results, therefore, that the colonv must revert to that ancient criminal 

c^e which I have already admitted to be barbarous in its provisions and 

inapplicable to the present times. In this admission all the judges and public 

Ibttctionaries of the colony unanimously concur. A remedy, therefore, is indis* 

pvtably necessary; and I shall MldreBB yoa in a separate despatch upon that 

important subject* 

** I have, &c. &c. 

i (Signed) « GODERICH." 

[A true extract.] 

Another valuable concession was that of establishing a 
legislative council, composed of fourteen persons besides the 
governor^ seven of whom were official councillors, and seven 
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unofficial ; the former seven were principal government fimc- 

tionaries — the latter were left to the governor's selection, to be 
chosen from among the leading proprietors. Three of the 
most active and vehement leaders of the colonial committee 
got introduced, by the governor's nomination, into this council; 
they were Mr« Adrien D'Epinay, Mr. Lucas, the chairman of 
the colonial committee, and therefore de facto the presiding 
power in the island, and a Mr. Pitot. These gentlemen, with 
four other inhabitants, formed, to the exclusion of every 
Englishman by biith or descent, the seven unofficial mem- 
bers; and as Mr. P. D'Epinay, the deputy's brother, had 
recently been appointed to the office of law adviser to 
the Crown, and therefore had become an official member of 
council, these persons, independently of other official mem- 
bers, who were impelled by the same interests, gave this 
faction at once a permanent and commanding influence in the 
colonial legislature. 

A third concession was that of the liberty of the press, by 
the removal of the censorship ; a sound measure in ordinary 
cases, but here it had the effect of withdrawing an engine so 
poweiiiil for good or evil from the control of the executive 
government, and throwing it into their hands ; they in effect 
appointed their own censorship, and thus th^r liberty of the 
press amounted to this — they did and said all they pleased, 
and silenced every one else. 

Finally, the long-standing instructions of the Crown pro- 
hibiting the appointment to office of persons interested in slave 
property or in slave cultivation, were soon, as regards the courts, 
converted into a positive enactment. A new legal charter, 
bearing date the month of April, 1831, contained the following 
proviso : " That no judge of the court of appeal, nor the 
judge of the tribunal of first instance, nor the suppleant of 
the said tribunal, nor the procureur-general, nor the advocate- 
general thereof, nor the judge of the court of vice-admiralty, 
nor any surrogate of such judge, shall be the owner of any 
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slave, nor be the proprietor of or have any share or interest 
in any land cultivated by the labour of slaves, either directly 
or by any person or persons as a trustee or trustees for him ; 
and each of the said several officers is hereby declared incom- 
petent to be or act as the manager, overseer, agent, or attorney 
of, for, or upon any plantation or estate within the said island 
or its dependencies/' 

This order was promulgated on the 16th of August of the 
same year, and on the 30th of that month the magistrates 
were appointed under it ! Every one of the gentlemen so 
appointed, except the advocate-general, was at that time, in 
utter defiance of this recent law, concerned in slave property 
or slave cultivation. 

Such was the state of affairs when the deputy returned from 
England ; he was evidently, notwithstanding the important con- 
cessions made to him, dissatisfied. He had not obtained that 
representative assembly on which he and his party seemed at 
that time to have set a high value; nor had he, what no 
minister could give, a written pledge that the law should not 
take its course with regard to slaves imported illicitly : he had 
therefore in fact entirely failed in the two principal if not sole 
objects of his mission, and he seems to have entertained a 
rancorous sense of his failure. 

Up to this time it does appear that the principal endeavours 
of the faction were directed to offering a combined resistance 
to the slave amelioration measures, and next, as a principal 
means of legalising their resistance, and of strengthening 
themselves against the home government, to the establish- 
ment of a representative system ; but the question of alle- 
giance seems not to have been mooted, and still less does 
it appear to have been insinuated that any means of warfare, 
however atrocious, might be viewed as perfectly legitimate, 
provided there was a probability of their being successful. 
; Further designs, however, npw appear to have i)een in con- 
templ(ition, and in aid of them a newspaper, which never 

c 
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lost sight of its principal objeet, was esteblialied vMet tte 
auspices of Mr. A. D'Epinay. 

All these measures, both of attack and defaace, tbeao 
changes in the law, the app<Hntments in the oourta, the intio« 
ducticm of the leaders of the usurping power into the Jegisla? 
ture — every thing in short which could tend to promote their 
success or to secure impunity in case of a failure, were already 
fiilly matured, when a rumour reached them that govemment 
contemplated the promulgation of another Order in Council 
isegarding slave amelioration : this was the celebrated order of 
November, 1831, information of which intention reached the 
oolony of Mauritius in the early days of February, 1832. 

The mutilated penal code was instantly promulgated, as was 
another law on the press, which though apparently intended 
to suppress offences of the press, was in fact so adroitly framed, 
as to be of no avail whatever in practice : like the penal eod« 
itsdf, it was a mere delusion, calculated to blind, and nothmg 
more. Such were the measures adopted by the authorities to 
item this new torrent. 

The colonial conmiittee were by no means jo idle ; they 
immediately proceeded to enter into i^ compact, whieh they 
ratified by an oath, of which it will be merely necessary to 
quote the following clauses : — 

^ The inhabitants of Mauritius learn that, not satisfied with 
all the evils already inflicted, whether proceeding from weak- 
ness, or from ignorance, or fipom a culpable connivance on the 
part of ministers, with a fanatical sect which pretends 1» 
govern the state, they have now stated their intention to pub* 
lish another Order in Council, which, as has been mentioned in 
the House of Commons, cannot be published in the coloniea 
without becoming the signal of a civil war. 

" Mr« John Irving, the ageni of the ishmd of Mamitim 
in London, hus ppotested mth energy against this work of 
iniquity and spoliation, a^nst this manifesto^ whieh would 
careite the slaves to revolt. The wise raaimistranees of dife 
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ttlembttr of piu4iuiieiit bate not faeen attended to ; reepeottble 
merchants, connected by interest with the colony of Mauritius^ 
hate assembled, they hate also drawn up very jadicious 
observations; and with a view of presenting them to Lord 
Howieky they have applied for an audience, which has been 
feflised. 

'^The law of nature commands the inhabitants of Mauritiua 
to resist laws which have become too criminal ; they are exer* 
eising a legitimate defence^ there is no right against right; 
wherefore, the undersigMd dethur^ m hoMour^ and on oath, that 
hi case a new law should be sent to their island to be promul^ 
gated, tending to augment the powers, already too odious, ef 
the protector, to diminish the authority of the masters, or to 
unsettle property on any pretence, then thej^ swear thai tha^ 
will absolutely refuss to execute ant onb ofths /mfis published 
for the purpose of ameliorating the condition of the slaves. 
' ^ Consequently, they will furmth no more returns of slave 
registrations— they mil not make the declarations pre$eribed by 
the orders in ceuncilf taws, ordinances, and proclamationa on 
the subjeet-^^they will not pay any taxes or duties, and they will 
hereafter consider v^at remains to be done, if force should 
be employed to compel them to promote their own de* 
struotion/' 

This maniftsto was submitted not only to tbe colonial 
assembly of Port Louis, but in all the subordinate assemblies 
Ja the districts, signed and sworn to ; measures were also taken, 
elandestinely, to carry it into efi)^t by drilling and training the 
inhabitants; and nocturnal patrols were established without 
any shadow of a legal sanction, or an effort to prevent them 
en the part of the local government. , 

The powers of the bar were called ki to assist, by their 
coloured representation of grievances, the public delusion; 
and it only remained to silence the few who might still retain 
MM old^lksluoned notions of loyalty or subordination, and to 

c2 
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rouse the general population to a pitch of frenzy sufficient to 
induce them to rush headlong on revolt. > . 

The first object was attained. by means of an organized 
system of terror. 

To effect the second, a pamphlet of the most incendiary 
character was printed, circulated, and even deposited in some 
of their guard-houses. It is styled, ^^ The Delirious Cries of a 
Cdonist." It commences — ^' I had written on our misfortunes 
a memoir, which I intended to have printed. Those who have 
read it told me I was deranged. This has been so often 
repeated that I believe it; therefore are you not to expect 
order or precision in what I am going to trace out. The 
madman in his agony — ^the criminal who sees the instruments 
of execution before him, on which he and his are about to 
perish amidst, the most dreadful tortures — do they submit 
their thoughts to the rules of dialectics ? Are the convulsive 
cries of despair subject to the trammels of reason?" It then 
proceeds : — ^*^ So, it has arrived — ^this law of spoliation, of fire, 
of blood, and of poison — this infamous production of the .most 
cowardly and infernal fanaticism! The hangmen of the 
Dcagonades, the crusaders. understood religion, as the ' Negro- 
phile' sect .underetand humanity; but at least they cut their 
enemies* throats whilst the latter were armed. They often 
fell upon the dead bodies of their aggressors. In dying they 
enjoyed their revenge," &c. 8cc. 

. It then. proceeds in the same style for several pages, all 
tending to prepare the, reader for the concluding proposition. 
It continues: — ^ 

'' But what ! will no power on earth hear our piercing cries ? 
Will they not raise their voices for us? These Englishmen 
are ogres ; but you Frenchmen, you are not wicked, you are 
only misled; your hearts were ever open to pity; you can 
sympathise with great misfortunes. You wish to ameliorate 
the condition of our slaves; you seek their emancipation; 
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as soon as' liberty can become for them a blessing, we wish it 
as you do; but you do not want to extermihataus. Will you 
not iremember that the unfortunate Isle of France is peopled 
by Frenchmen? Shall we implore in vain, with joined hands, 
the sacred law of nations ? Yes, it is in vain !-— an infernal 
policy replies — Non-intervention." 

The pamphlet thus concludes : 

" Colonists, my friends, my countrymen, hear my advice; 
it is inspired by despair. In this abominable subversion of 
right; Crime ! — what do I say? — ^against such an aggression, in 
such a case, crime becomes heroism, a sublime virtue; assas- 
sination, fire, poison, every means of conquering are good; 
the surest are the best; destroy those soldiers, blind instru- 
ments of your massacre, those degraded samples of humanity, 
divested of will and of thought, who have been trained into 
obedient tigers — send in all directions imploring on bended 
knees the protection of a flag, and if you should not obtain it, 
well then, hoist the black flag! Let, then, the wish of philan- 
thropism be accomplished! We will have no more slaves; 
embrace your Africans on the putrifying bodies of your 
enemies ; no more sugar, coffee, or commerce. Cover your 
island with provisions alone ; declare a war of extermination 
against the commerce of India ; you will have 50,000 armed 
men ; teach, if it be requisite, your wives to inflict the death- 
blow on their own offspring. I defy all the forces of England 
to take you; you will conquer the English in their trade, 
and enrich yourselves with their spoils." 

It must be recollected by English readers, that this is ad- 
dressed to a French colonial population, otherwise its very 
extravagance would serve to render it innoxious. This docu- 
ment was circulated in a colony for 20 long years under the 
British rule, and in the face of a British government. A 
printed copy was placed by the proper officer in the hands 
of his chief, the governor of Mauritius, in the early days of 
. April, 1832. 
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Now it i9 proTtd^ beyond the poiiibiUty of doabt or qtaiee* 
lion» that every single eircumatance thaa narrated oeenrred 
before the name of Mn Jeremie had ever reached their 
•hores-^he was unknown^ unheard of,— as unknown, as u»«- 
heard of, as he believes the facts themselves have been hitherto 
unknown and unheard of in this portion of his Majesty's 
dominions. 

A copy of the Order in Council only reached Mauritius by the 
Mary on the 25th of March, 1832: this is established by their 
own official organ, the ^'Cemeen'' newspaper, which appeared 
in mourning ; not, as they stated, for a king or a prince, but 
f(Hr a colony which must perish if that order were promul*- 
gated; and Mn Jeremie's nomination, the news of which 
arrived by the same opportunity, was only announced on the 
SOth. 

Whilst this was passing internally, other incidents occurred 
elsewhere which should not be lost sight of* 

The effect produced in the colonists by the Paris revolution 
of July, had already been noticed : now it occurred that in the 
sister colony of Bourbon, within sight of their mountains and 
so long under the same government, but by a very mistaken 
policy restored to the French by the treaty of 1814, the 
example of the French metropolis had become contagious, 
and in the very month of February, when these proceedings 
occurred at Mauritius, that small island had also effected its 
own revolution. 

The conduct of the one throws light on the other; the 
neighbours went avowedly hand in hand : and thus, in Feb- 
ruary, 1832, the white inhabitants '' respectfully'* rose against 
their governor, " respectfully" demanded a constitution, and 
'* respectfully" compelled him, after a show of resistance, com- 
mencing and closing, however, in new demonstrations, where, 
repoit says, the military at last failed him, to succumb to them. 
They, however, professed themselves throughout ''most loyal 
and devoted subjects,^' setting forth, in a copious harangue to 
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the gOTeraor, that '^ those institutioiis* are our own property, 
for we are Frenchmen ; the winds have brought to our shores 
some seeds of those noble ideas which the French revolution 
has rendered the spirit of the age ! They have found among 
us a propitious soil ; they have germinated, and rapidly deve- 
loped themselves." Such was the temper of the colony before 
the first arrival of Mr. Jeremie. 

* The WbW iHnc'k eliftrttf » li«. 
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PROCEEDINGS IN JUNE AND JULY. 18Sf • 

How much of the proceedings hitherto related was known 
to his Majesty's Government, it is impossible to ascertain ; 
enough, however, must have reached them, by various chanr- 
nels, to convince Lord Ooderich, who had recently succeeded 
Sir Geoi^e Murray in the colonial department, especially 
coupled with Sir Charles Colville's repeated calls for troops, 
that there must be something wrong in the condition of the 
administration, and of the courts of justice; and that where 
measures so unpalatable to the slave colonies as the amelio- 
ration laws were in progress, it was the bounden duty of go* 
vemment to appoint, as their chief executive law oflbser, a 
person who was a stranger to the inhabitants, and possessed 
of some colonial experience. 

Mr. Jeremie, formerly chief judge of St. Lucia, was iheie- 
fqre selected for the office of procureur and advocate-general. . 

Objections of a personal nature, arising from his koown 
opinions on the slave question, have been raised to this 
appointment ; but if apology could be requisite for sending 
out, were it only to report, a person conversant with their 
laws, whose principles (be they what they might) were fixed 
and pronounced, and whose experience of such communitiee 
and resolution of purpose were unquestioned, it would be best 
found in the actual condition — the glaringly disorganised state 
in which he found, on his arrival, the colony of Mauritius. 

It may now be as well to offer a remark or two on the 
situation of procureur and advocate-general : this office has 
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befeu assimilated to that of an EngHsJ| a|torney^erieral, and 
they are so far similar that both Julfit tlje duties of a public 
prosecutor ; but here the analogy ends. The procureur-gehe- 
ral among the French, as the lord advocate in Scotland and 
the fiscal in other countries, is an executive magistrate, and the 
head of that important magisterial department ; the decrees 
of the courts of law he enforces, and his administrative powers 
are also extremely extensive ; he is responsible to the gover- 
nor alone; and has under his direction and control the police 
force of the country. But, as at the Mauritius, it was requi- 
site that this officer should not only understand, btit be enabled 
to address a court in the French language, and be Conversant 
with the laws of that country and colonial practice generally 
therefore the persons who, m fact, domineered over the local 
gotemment, had, under the evident impression that no En- 
glishipan was likely to be found qualified for that particular 
office, and tlmt therefore it must ever remain in the hands of 
one of the local bar, added still more extensively to his already 
large 'powers; and had, by their recent charter, conveyed to 
him indirectly a great portion of the authority which had been 
transferred to the chief judge by the British government at 
an early period from the cession of the island, and which had 
been exercised during the possession of the French by a high 
officer, cftlled the " commissaire de justice ;" so that in efiect 
he 'was, and is to this day, the main-spring of the government, 
executive and political, under the governor. 

' As to the advocate-generalship, this was a nondescript sort 
of appointment, which, setting aside the admiralty business, 
had been recently carved out of the French office with a view 
of having an English independent law officer, principally to 
conduct slave prosecutions and occasionally advise govern- 
ment : a purpose evaded with the usual dexterity by a local 
enactment which directed that all slave prosecutions should 
be referred to the " ministfere public," a. e. to the department 
presided over by the procureur-general, and then by inserting 
a clause in the advocate^^eneral's commission, expressly 
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fttoting that he wM not to b^ a member df the *' tnitiittivil 
fiublic/' By this meanft the whole aim in creating this new 
cfflce (which had not laited m^ months) was defeated* 

When the disaffected party heard of Mr. Jeremie's appoint^ 
nent^ they naturally broke out into open rebellion-^wltait 
else eould they do ? They had sueeeeded twice. It was 
their only altematiye, this third time. On former occasions 
they may have been supposed precipitate*-here, having pro* 
eeeded too far to recede, it became their only chanee ef 

saltation. 

That all their schemes were actually in progress^ without 
their having the most remote idea of this appointment, is 
proved by a very opportune passage in the horrible ptil^ea^ 
lion already quoted^ which appeared, as stated, in the early 
part of the very month in which that appointment was first 
announced. This passage is as follows :*^" But why, whcdH 
you boast of your despicable quackery (chairlatanisnie), and 
your doctrines, why does not one single man among you come 
out and set us an example ? Atl religions ha^e had thiir 
martyrs ; but yours is but jugglery* You order in the name 
of the law our spoliation^ in the name of humanity oiir mai- 
sacre ; but if it were likely to cost any man among you It 
single hair of his head, you would order otherwise." 

At that time Mr. Jeremie was about half-way out. 

His nomination was, as already shown, first announced in 
their newspaper of the 30th of March, 1892, and then with a 
doubt whether to consider him as a friend or an enemy of the 
so termed " colonial cause ;*' though, which will scarcely sui?- 
prise, they soon came to view him as in every dense a most 
inopportune visitor. 

In the course of the month of March, certain armed volun- 
teer bodies having been repeatedly met at night by the poHcse 
and detachments from the garrison, the governor was remon- 
strated with, and it became at length necessary either to dis- 
solve or to acknowledge them ; and therefore, on the 6th of 
April|t the leaders of the disaffected faction presented an ad- 
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tf fMi to th« governor, by whieh they proteited that they were 
taodelB of fidelity and loyalty^none but '< traitors" eotttd 
BUipect theni|-^they bore no ill<-will to the garrison. Tift true 
they were armed and had concerted points of rendecvoue^ for 
they apprehended three dangers^'' the fatal errors of minis^ 
ters"*— " a half^savage population" (that they ever had)— *the 
arrival of a man whom they deemed their avowed enemy.*^ 
So that being only organised, on their own showing, for the 
ttpress purpose of resisting the measures of government and 
the authority of the crown, to suspect them of disaffeetion 
were ** a monstrous calumny." And this, toO| was addressed 
to a governor whose sanction they said not one word of,*^ 
they seemed to consider it as superfluous. 

Sir O. Colville^ by his reply, dated a few days afterwards, 
){ave them, in fact, that sort of answer which placed him com- 
|4etely in their power. In words it abounds in expressnons cf 
confidence in the loyalty and honour of the inhabitants, and 
announces a steady determination to resist their encroach- 
ments, whilst in effect it concedes every thing they sought : 
it does amount to a sort of sanction of the volunteer corps ; 
and though it held out a promise of protection to the public 
officer expected, the allusions which it contains to the pro- 
ceedings of former years, and to their secret armings and se- 
cret meetings, must have taught them what reliance to place 
on that promise. 

The original intention was to resist Mr. Jeremie's landing, 
which the authorities seem to have been so well convinced of, 
that as early as the 3rd of April, exactly two days antece- 
dently to the above manifesto from the volunteers, the gover- 
nor had established alarm signals, communicated confiden- 
tially on that day to the troops and outposts. But from the 
date of the governor's sanction, the colonial committee and the 
volunteers publicly governed the country ; they could thus 
take their own time. 

So completely^ and within so short a space of time^ did they 
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reduce the lawful goyernmebt to' a mere shadow/ aiid possess 
themselves of nearly every vestige of authority, that in about 
three weeks after the governor had given a sort of demi- 
sanction to'their being established, they had effectually taken 
military possession of the town, so that the governor having 
placed the district, containing the powder magazine, treasury, 
baiTacks, arsenal, prisons and court, exclusively under the 
care of troops of the line, and a " sedentary corps," to be 
formed of public officers, and such other persons as chose to 
enrol in it, the " council of war" unanimously directed their 
cliief to remonstrate against this measure, '* as a deplorable 
proof of the governor's want of confidence in them." 

The volunteers were at that time said to amount to 2000 in 
Port Louis, and 6000 throughout the island. This number, 
however, was supposed exaggerated, nor were they by any 
means fully equipped. To countenance all this, reports were 
of course assiduously circulated of an insubordinate spirit 
having become manifest among the slaves (the old story) ; 
they, it was said, had so begun to conduct themselves as to 
create alarm, and certain estates of Grand Port were pointed 
out where there had been somewhat of disorder ; on investi- 
gation, this turned out false and frivolous as usual. 

The Granges, on board which was Mr. Jeremie, arrived at Port 
Louis on the 2nd of June ; and on being boarded as customary 
by the pilot, all access to the shore was forbidden, when it 
was ascertained that he was on board ; and a lieutenant in the 
navy and boats'crews were placed on guard round the ship 
till the next morning, Monday, the 3rd of June. 

Soon after day-break of that day he was visited by Colonel 
Staveley, C.B., the garrison commandant, who stated that the 
governor had sent directions from his country seat, Reduit, 
that he should land on the next morning early (the 4th), when 
a sufficient force would be collected to overawe the discon- 
tented. He objected to these demonstrations, observing that 
they could scarcely be required, and should by no means be 
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assumed to be requisite — that he was anxious to go on jshore. 
as a passenger among others. Colonel Stavely urged the pre- 
sent state of the colony, adding that the governor's wishes and 
directions were so explicit that were they not followed the 
responsibility would fall on him. And Mr. Jeremie consider- 
ing such directions, as a command to himself, passed the day 
on board the Undaunted fiigate, on a kind invitation from 
Captain Harvey. . 

Colonel Stavely stating that this would go farther than any 
thing else to tranquillize the public mind, was informed that 
Mr. Jeremie was not the bearer of the Order in Council of, 
November. . 

The same evening the colonial assembly, or insui^ent power, 
to whom this Order in Council had been hitherto the main 
assumed grievance, petitioned the. governor to prevent his 
landing— and having met with a refusal, they, with the offi- 
cers of volunteers, held a second meeting, where it was univer- 
sally reported and believed that the question was debated and 
distinctly put, to meet and oppose the troops next morning — . 
peace prevailing over war from prudential considerations, only 
by a trifling majority. 

The resolution to resist the troops having thus been nega- 
tived, they then resolved to oppose what they called an inert 
resistance to the government, and determined, . 

1st. That no business should be carried on — no taxes paid. 

2nd. That the courts should be closed. 

3rd. .That no attention should be paid to orders from the 

police. 

Their orders, as proved, were pirculated in the following 

manner : — ^ 

The committee used to draw up their resolution or order on 
a scrap of paper— the order was then copied by the serjeant- 
majors in another room, when the original was returned to 
the committee. The serjeant-majors next carried their own 
copies to the different guard-houses, where.they remained de- 
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poiitid on the table for a auffieient length of time to emUe 
the Yolunteeni to become aoquamted with them-^they weie 
then earned baek by the aerjeant^majora^ and delivei«d ap t# 
the committee, ao that no trace of them remained* 

On the 4th, at seven in the morning, Mr. Jeremie wait on 
ehoie under the protection of the whole military and naval 
force — ^the naval force consiated of a powerAil squadron undev 
the command of Captain Harvey of the Undaunted. The 
other vessels were the Talbot, Captain Dickinson, the Jasenr, 
Captain Sinclair, and the Badger, Captain Stowe, soon after 
joined by the Isis, Captain Polkinghome ; these vessels sent 
every disposable man into their gun boats, which were ranged 
akmg the shore, whilst the merchant seamen were willing and 
anxious to have manned the men of war if requisite, so entfau* 
siastio was the general feeling among the English. The 
military consisted of the 30th and the 99th regiments, then at 
Port Louis, a strong body of marines from the ships, the 87th 
royal fusileers at Grand Port, and a wing of the 82nd in de<* 
taehment to the north of the ieland | Ae same epirit also 
ptrvaded the garrison. The police hned the passage tei 
government-house during Mr, Jeremie's passage, and tbera 
were much clamour and menace ; there was also at one time 
a pressure, but this was repelled without difficulty* 

At this time and henceforward, as described by eye»witae>ses, 
the whole town appeared in a state of warfere^-*^ every thfad 
person met in the streets was armed f^ it rather ** eaeembled 
a citadel than a commercial town/' The besaar or market 
house was forcibly cleared away by the volunteers ; the ebope 
v^ere closed, partly by force, partly voluntarily, and the cert 
and boat establishments (rather a strange monopoly) decided 
working, which put a momentaiy stop to trade. In short, the 
committee's order was executed to the letter.^ 

On the same morning, Mr. Jeremie was sworn in as a privy 
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fi0UiiciUc»r at a meatus of this legisUttTe CQuocil, wbw bfi 
bmfly addreased tbam, axpl^ning hia priQciples on tba alava 
quaation and other eoloatal sybjaeta; being requeued by 
some of the colonial members to print his address he drew it 
ijip, and it was oifered to the printers, but they were oampelled 
te refuse to print it* Th^ nesit moming, its not appearing waa 
indirectly charged on the government^a trifling incident, but 
which occurring at the very outset, showed that the govern*' 
ment had lost all influence, and that its powers were not in 
the hands of a honest however mistaken party. 
- At the close of the meeting he stepped across the street 
alone, to the chief secretary's office. 

The governor immediately, in the kindest mamer, made it 
a request that he should not appear in publie yet ; and on hie 
expressing a contrary wish, his exceli^acy then, and twiet 
subsequently, observed that the excitement would soon pro* 
bably subside, if not it must be put down; that Mr« Jeremie, 
however personally indifierent to eonseqnenoes, would scarcely 
wish to be the cause of unnecessary bloodshed ; he desired 
lltm thar^fore to remain in seclusion until he was dvly invested 
in their eyes with a publie character, by his being received in 
eourt. To these directions he felt bound to submit. 

The same night the armed population on the ciie side, and 
the garrison on the other, were not idle. The following ec« 
durrenees took place:*—- 

Sir Charles Colville resolved to ceneentrate his force, 
and strengthen his position at Port Louis ; and be accordingly 
issued oiders to Colonel Ooldie (commanding the 87th regi^ 
ment) to select 300 of the best men from Mahebourg, and 
march to Port Louis. 

Now if the colonial committee conld cut off that detach^ 
ment, they would, by destroying that fine v^imeat, neutraKxe 
nearly one-third of the govemc^^s militaiy force, and this they 
resolved to attempt; for, whatever their medium of corn- 

* All fhdtte htt$ w^rd pioyed at the sal^sequent tml. 
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munication, to say that they were informed of every single 
movement of the governor or govempiait in every depart- 
ment, in time to counteract it, is mei^y saying that we were 
at Mauritius. 

Port Louis, or '^ Le Port/' is sittntled at the north-west, 
Mahebouig, or '' Le Grand Port," at . the south-eastern 
extremity of the island ; the distance between them about 
thirty-two miles. The road passes over the central chain of 
mountains which intersects the island from north to south. 
The journey, therefore, from Pcnrt Louis on the one side to 
Mahebourg on the other, is in one ccmstant ascent for cme- 
half the distance, and a descent for the other. The station 
called *^ Cure Pipe" is on the summit of the mountain, and 
almost at equal distances from either place. The ccaitral por- 
tion of this route, for about eight miles, passes through a 
wood, in the midst of which '^ Cure. Pipe" is v situated. On 
either side of this part of the road the ground is exceedingly 
swampy and difficult (^access. The road from *^ Cure Pipe*\ 
to Mahebourg. passes principally through the Grand Port 
district; and a cross-road from Flacq* the most populous 
country quarter, descends into it at about the 24th mile-sloiie 
from Port Louis, or eighth from Mahebourg. Some inilea 
(about six) nearer to Port Louis, the road from the Savanne, 
or southern district, joins the high road. 

By the returns furnished about this time, by Brodelet, tl^e 
volunteer chief of those districts, the quarter of Grrand Port 
alone could supply 738 effective men, including officers. 
The quarter of Savanne, itjs presumed, about 450 or 500. 
The quarter of Flacq had, according to unquestionable evi- 
dence, about 350 men, in good military equipment ; namely, 
possessing muskets, knapsacks, and cartouche-boxes. To 
bring these men from the. nearest extremity of Flacq, to the 
high: road, would requiie a mia<ch of six hours, and about 
eleven hours from the military poi|t at Flacq. 

It thus appears, that ftiU -360 men from Grand Port, 350 
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horn Fiacq, and say about 250 irom Savanne^ all anned, and 
experienced shots, though not disciplined soldiers, could be 
at once brought down, ftt a very short notice, into the high 
road as it passes through the wood. 

Now there is no doubt that early preparation had been made 
to prevent the junction of the troops, so that the idea of con- 
centrating them in case of a given event, and of preventing 
this junction if attempted, had been evidently for some time 
in discussion on both sides. . 

Thus, a full fortnight befoi^ the order was is^aed to the 
87th regiment, two inhabitants had mentioned that this corps 
would not be allowed to march up to Port Louis ; the witness? 
who testified to this, added, that he asked his informant whe- 
ther the volunteers meant to face them : the reply was. No, 
we are not such fools : we will wait for them in the wood, and 
fire at them from the bush. It is further proved, that places, 
by some called '^ embrasures," had also been cut out, at given 
distonces, in the wood ; the branches having been laid open 
on either side, so as to enable those in ambush .to see, and 
take aim at any person passing on the high road. There 
weve eighteen or twenty of these stations in a distance of 
about four miles; two old soldiers, overseers of convicts, 
called them ^' embrasures." The officer. Captain Bowes, who 
commanded the advanced guard of the 87th, stated, that they 
were not '* embrasures," but that these places wei*e there, 
and that he had inspected two of them. 

The order to march reached Colonel Goldie about ten in 
the morning of the 6th. This experienced officer resolved to 
execute it instantly. 

The fact that the detachment were on the point of march- 
ing, was no sooner known at Maheboui^, than the civil 
commissary, ever under the guidance of Brodelet, waited on 
Colonel Goldie, and told him, that if he attempted to march 
to Port Louis, " he could not say that he would, but he did 
not promise that he would not, be attaicked;" the object 
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bemg evidently to gain time^ and diMuade Col. Ooldie ftooL 
executing his orders, and so CoL Gk>ldie understood it. ' Jt 
had exactly the effect which might be expected on a loyal 
and high-spirited British officer. He instantly ofdered the 
men's dinners to be cooked in all haste, advanced the time by 
two hours, directed Major Magenis to take the command of 
the head quarters of the regiment, and marched forward with 
the detachment, observing, '^ that it should never be said his 
regiment were in fire, without his being at their head.'' And 
to this prompt, soldier«hke, and d^ermined ccmduct is it due, 
that the garrison were spared the disgrace and humiliation of 
an attack. The regiment accordingly started at least two 
hours before the time appointed ; Col. Goldie being at their 
head, marching with all the precautions usual when in face 
of an enemy. Arriving at the convict station, he tcxkk the 
Indian Seapoy convicts, with their overseers, and threw 
them out as '^ eclaireurs ;" and they thus reached Cure Pipe 
unmolested and without obstruction, nor did they see any 
armed body. 

But on the same day. Captain Magnan's company of volun-^ 
teers. Captain Dalais' company, and Captain FenouilloC's 
company, all of Grand Port, were directed to meet, with arms 
and baggage, at different stations on that toad; and that 
Dalais and Fenouillot's did meet, at such an hour as would 
have placed them in contact with the regiment, had the pro- 
ceedings of the latter ncft been hastened, is proved beyond 
doubt. Several witnesses taken from the ranks of the vdun- 
teers, have sworn that their officers, when on the spot, 
told them they had assembled for the purpose of attacking 
the regiment ; and among these was the lieutenant, second in 
command of Fenouillot's company. 

A discharged soldier, of good character, employed by go- 
vernment as overseer of Seapoy convicts, also poved, that 
dn his leaving Col. Goldie, having been directed to turn back 
to take oare of the Seapoy encampment, he met, at the twenty- 
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four^ mile-stone, at the point where the road from Flaoq 
joimd the high road, Ml 300 well-^rmed volunteers, issuing 
from the wood, and therefore coming in the direction from 
Flacq ; that the officer commanding them stopped him, and 
^ked whether the regiment had passed, and at what distance 
they might be; and on his stating that they must hare 
reached Cure Pipe, the other dashed his sword on the ground, 
exclaiming, '* sacre nom de Dieu !" 

Again, at Mahebourg, a '* cordon'^ was formed round the 
place for the distance of a mile ; the whole of the armed popu* 
lation being collected at their different guard-houses in the 
town> and those who had not arms, being thrown out as vi- 
dettes, with orders, in case they saw any " group" or body 
of men coming down towards Maheboui^, to call out the 
armed party. 

It is beyond doubt, that no intimation whatever was given 
to any British officer, either Col. Goldie, who marched at the 
head of the detachment, or Major Magenis, who remained at 
the head quarters, of these military movements, beyond the 
notice of an attack from Regnaud. 

Now on the very same day, military preparations of great 
extent took place on both sides at Port Louis; at the point 
of destination, as at the point of departure. 

It was proved, by the evidence of the adjutant and quarter- 
master-general, the two chief officers on Sir Charles Colville's 
dtaff, and the next senior officers to himself in the garrison, 
that on the night of the 6th and 6th, the whole garrison of 
Port Louis were on the alert; that two pieces of artillery were 
sent to government-house, where they remained loaded five 
vreeks, with a strong detachment. There was another detach- 
ment or picquet sent on the Pamplemousses road, where "che- 
vaux de fnse" were erected. 

A witness, Mr. Labont6, stated, that he was sent during the 
night, by the officer in command of one of the principal guard- 
BouseS; to observe where the English picquet were proceeding^ 
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to, and then to report to Col. Adam, the volunteer chief; that 
he accordingly foUp^t^ed them, and then waited on CoL Adam, 
whom he found up and in uniform; he reported what had 
occurred, and Adam replied, ^^ Don't be imeasy, I will at once 
mount, and see what is doing; however, fear nothing, for the 
first ten shots fired will place 1500 men at my command" — 
me mettront 1500 hommes sur pied. 

The letters patent, or commission, appointing Mr. Jeremie 
to his office, which had been drawn up by the governor, under 
the seal of the island, by virtue of a warrant under the sign 
manual, were signed and sealed on the 8th, and the oath of 
office, as procureur and advocate-general, was administered to 
him before the executive council; he was also publicly pro- 
claimed on the same day, but not before the council had come 
to a resolution, that Mr. D'Epinay should continue to exercise 
the duties of procureur-general for a month. 

This proceeding Mr. Jeremie had distinctly opposed, at a pre- 
vious interview with the governor, Mr. Blackburn, and Messrs* 
Cooper and D'Epinay. It was the suggestion of, and princi- 
pally supported, if not exclusively pressal, by Mr. Blackburn; 
Mr. Jeremie has throughout considered it most unfortunate. 
If there ever were a time when, without reference to himself, 
the principal law adviser of the government, the pubUc prose- 
cutor, ought to be a stranger to the country, and invested with 
the full authority devolving of right on him, it was assuredly 
when the colony was in a state of avowed rebellion^ In such 
a case, to exclude, even for an hour, a gentleman specially 
appointed from home to that office, was a very unusual st^; 
its least unfortunate result was directly pointed out, that it 
would inspire that party with renewed confidence ; and such a 
proposition, emanating at that time from that quarter, unsought, 
and unexpected, even by the faction, already proved, to Mr. 
Jeremie 's full satisfaction, either a want of nioral courage, or 
that there was no extreme repu^ance in the leading magis- 
tracy to countenance the objections made to] Mr. Jeremie's 
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final reception; the object being* evidently to retain, at aM 
risks, Mr. D'Epinay in this responsible office. 

The arrangement, however, was frustrated by the colonial 
committee, who directed their officer not to continue, and h^ 
of course obeyed; adding, however, in his letter to the 
governor, that *^ what Mr. Jeremie had predicted had oc- 
curred;" the latter, therefore, assumed the duties of both 
offices, and he was so proclaimed. The regular meeting 
of the court was to take place the next day, or the day after; 
nothing could be more fortunate, none of their plans were 
matured. This meeting was, without previous notice, post- 
poned by Mr. Blackburn, in compliment, as he stated, to Mr. 
Jeremie. To speak mildly of this second error, and of the 
motives alleged, it scarcely tended to remove the impression 
made by the first. Henceforth, all parties seemed pretty well 
convinced, that however it might be requisite to proceed gra- 
dually, leaving every opening for a return to more rational 
conduct, the final alternative was between unqualified con- 
cession and measures of vigour, in which latter case little re- 
liance could be placed on the law authorities — ^an opinion which 
other incidents tended much to corroborate. For instance. 

The day the oath of office was administered to Mr. Jeremie, 
a person, steeped neck-deep in slave trading, proposed to pur* 
ehase 200 stand of fire-arms from the master of a British 
-whaler: the master had nothing of the kind on board; but 
understanding his purpose, he made an appointment with him 
for that evening, in his ship, where this individual, with two 
accomplices, was arrested by Lieutenant Sir P. Parker, R.N., 
whilst bargaining for a rifle and a few muskets; they were 
brought on shore, and committed on an order from the gover- 
nor, on the advice of Mr. Jeremie. The next morning they 
were set at liberty, in defiance of the governor's order, by the 
subordinate magistrates, viz., judge d'inatruction, and juro* 
oureur du roi, though the order was shown them. 
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The gOTemor, acting under what advice is not known, had 
expressed a wish to discharge them, viewing their conduct as 
an irregularity ; Mr. Jeremie, connecting it with the proceed- 
ings of the preceding days, considered it an overt act of 
treason : however, this divergence of opinion and the governor's 
wishes signified little, for they were released in defiance of 
either, and there the matter dropped. 

About this time the hackneyed expedient was tried of an- 
nouncing a servile insurrection, and the slaves of the most 
humane proprietor in the colony were selected for the purpose. 
These papers, whilst the case was in progress, were transmitted 
to the procureur du roi, to the commissary in chief, and to Mr. 
Jeremie, as procureur*general : he gave the necessary directions, 
and kept the matter in his own hands until he was satisfied 
that it was a mere trick*^it turned out a complete failure, 
though still to countenance it ten or twelve persons were 
called at the close of the proceedings, who declared, '^ that 
though convinced a plot had existed, they would not give 
evidence, as they could not recc^tse the procureur-general." 
These documents he then transmitted to the governor, pointing 
out the utter failure of the plot, and calling his attention to 
the replies ^ when a proclamation was issued, denying that any 
symptoms of insubordination had existed among the slaves ; 
but making no reference to their direct refusal to acknowledge 
the validity of his or the sovereign's commission to Mr. 
Jeremie. Nor was the latter ever after fitvoured with infor- 
mation or even the usual official announcements fix>m his sub- 
stitute or deputy, the procureur du roi. 

Again, immediately that the procureur-general was sworn, 
he gave directions to bring to punishment the perscms specifi- 
cally denounced as having compelled numbers of tradesmen 
to close their shops, pointing out names and dates, and send- 
ing the regular complaints. When he had patiently waited 
for a moderate length of time, he wrote to desire information, 
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aad reociYed for aiurwer that his own deputy would not recog- 
nise his authority. 

To have done with specific instuices, though they might be 
multiplied; 

Somewhere about the 12th or I3th of June the chief com* 
missary of police was infcmned that all persons bringing sup- 
plies to market were stopped on the king's high road from 
Pamplemousses by the armed yolunteers, and forced back ; 
Hiat officer immediately rode there and found at th^r head, 
armed aad equipped in their uniform, busily engaged in 
tMs worky his awn deptUy^ the chief of detachment of the 
district. 

Of course, the factious set no further limit to their outrages, 
nor did the procureur-general again attempt to interfere 
through others ; he reported instances to the chief secretary, 
when they reached him, and sentries, and other defensive pro- 
tection, were aflbrded; but not a single step of an active 
nature was taken to punish or suppress these outrages ; in 
short, every vestige of legal control had vanished. 

Mr. Jeremie then endeavoured to see what he could do per- 
sonally ; and, as his first step, he sought out in their new IochI 
law the enactment contained in the 235th and subsequent sec- 
tions of the French code of criminal proceeding, which is the safis- 
guard of the state in cases of civil tumult in France ; for from 
the earliest periods of French legal history their supreme courts, 
though generally invested only with an appellate jurisdiction, 
have, in important public matters, of which importance they 
are the sole judges, been empowered to take up cases de piano; 
they have original jurisdiction, where the matter is sufficiently 
grave to induce them to assume it. These clauses he found 
wholly swept away in their new local laws, and it was this 
circumstance which first drew his attention to the manner in 
which these laws had been prepared. Thus, to say the least 
of it, was all responsibility thrown off from the higher judi- 
cial officers. They could then say, if called on to account 
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for K^Uion having been permitted to stalk through the land 
for years unmolested, that it was a pity, no doubt, but they 
had no authority ; and having conveniently exculpated them- 
selves, they could farther, as is far too often the practice in 
these remote settlements, dismiss a subordinate, easily pro-> 
vided for subsequently, and thus claim credit for vigour and 
unbounded zeal and loyalty. 

Thus, however, was Mr. Jeremie at once stopped short: the 
subordinates would not, and the supreme court, to which he 
belonged, had so contrived it, that they could not act ! 
' Messrs. La Vergne, Webb, Captain Royer, Messrs. Gayiou, 
Mylius, Thomson, and numberless others, were insulted by day 
and attacked by night. Mr. Laborde was attacked, his haose 
and family assailed, for writing a civil letter to Mr. Jemaie to 
urge him to quit Mauritius. The house of Mr. Laing was pelted ; 
the motive, that he had recently married a native. The office of 
Mn Thomas, the protector of slaves, was broken open — ^he was 
all but charged with having done it himself; Mr. Twentyman, a 
jeweller, persisted in keeping his shop open; he was assaulted 
day after day, night after night ; sentries were placed there 
as guards ; they continued to assault him from the neighbour- 
ing houses — ^he fired on them; even this would not do ; at last 
he was compelled and indeed advised by Mr. Jeremie himself, 
to yield. A decent shopkeeper, widow Vanny, who held out, 
was compelled to fly the country — she is now in London, 
utterly destitute. The roof of ooe man's house was torn down, 
which happened to numbers in the coujilry, for refusing to join 
the volunteers. Several planters were threatened that their 
crops would be burnt should they attempt to cut their canes — 
some persevered, and their canes did catch fire. The military, 
the naval service, could no longer walk the streets without 
being publicly insulted — they sought redress in vain, until at 
length Captain Harvey directed his officers to repel any attack 
on the spot. A gentleman of great respectability, Mn Burdet> 
was in open day torn from his bouse, dragged into the street^ 
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and was th^n on the point of being Ixung to the next lamp- 
poBt (h, la Robespierre) for reading, as they said, papers of 
an incendiary tendency to slaves— fortunately one or two of 
the least insane among the crowd conceived it right to as- 
certain whether there was any truth in the report ;' they, the 
populace, at once, in loco, instituted an inquiry, and so des- 
titute of even a vestige of truth was the accusation; that they 
let him go. Had some other inhabitants appeared in public, 
they were to have been treated in the same summary way. 

In their guard houses were the horrible works of Pere 
Duchesne, and all the monstrous excrescences of the French 
revolution. 

All this was done publicly — ^it was notorious ; many of 
these cases were reported, and there left or declared not 
open to prosecution. Mr. Jeremie*s own position at the 
time is proved by various certificates from the most eminent 
British functionaries and others, deposited at the colonial 
office; to address him by letter was a capital offence — ^to 
let a house to him would have involved the destruction 
of the landlord, his family and property — he was to be 
" shot like a mad dc^," and why not? t^rinces — Henry the 
Fourth — ^had suffered— why not he? and such langui^e few 
attempted to conceal. 

Whibt this ferment was very general, Mr. Blackburn 
announced his readiness to convene a court to instal Mr. 
Jeremie ; a day was then named, but as this was within two 
of the next regular court day, Mr. Blackburn proposed to 
appoint that, in which Mr. Jeremie readily acquiesced — ^this 
was the 22nd June. 

On the day appointed, the whole town was evidently in 
commotion; the front of government-house was thronged 
from an early hour by the population, and the military guards 
were all doubled. At 10 o'clock Mr. Jeremie left govern- 
ment-house through the garden and by the back door for 
the court-house— he thus, accompanied by the governor's 
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private secretary, succeeded in reaching the court-house 
without being observed, except by rather a numerous party 
collected opposite the door of the court-house, by whom they 
were hooted. No sooner was it known, however, that he had 
reached the court, than the populace hurried down after them, 
and in a short time the whole court and neighbourhood were 
crowded by thousands; shortly afterwards Mr. Blackburn 
and Mr. Justice Cooper, who was that day to have been sworn 
in as a judge, appeared at court, but they were the only two 
magistrates or officers attached to the court who attended. 
The vice-president sent in a protest against the proceedings; 
the whole bar, the subordinates in Mr. Jeremie's own office, even 
the very ushers or messengers of the court kept away, so that 
the mere act of carrying communications between the mi^s^ 
trates present was performed by the civil police. 

On crossing over from the judge's chamber to his own 
room, Mr. Jeremie had to pass through the court, when he 
was assailed by the most outrageous clamour and tumult. 

On reading the protest of Mr. Virieux, the vice-president, 
he immediately drew up a requisition, in which he stated, that, 
without reference to the points urged by this gentleman, which 
would be considered when he appeared in his place, it was his 
duty, under any circumstances, to attend the summons of the 
chief judge, and raise his objections in court to their farther 
proceedings. He therefore prayed that Mr. Virieux might be 
directed to attend anew. This requisition was forwarded to 
Mr. Virieux for his answer, and he persisted in his pre- 
vious determination. Mr. Justice Blackburn then drew up a 
document, stating that he conceived Mr. Virieux's proceeding 
irregular; but entering at the same time on a discussion 
which rather tended to prove its regularity. He then, on Mr. 
Jeremie's further requisition, adjourned the court; having 
first, however, called on the clerk of the court to draw up the 
report of the day's proceedings, which he refused to do, except 
under a protest — ^recorded in the minutes — purporting that he 
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(the clerk) conceived all they (the bench) had done was 
illegal. 

Mr. Jeremie immediately endeavoured to return to govem** 
ment-4iouge. This he wag prevented from doing, having been 
assaulted on the very threshold of the court-house ; he therefore 
retnmed into it, and a military guaixl was sent for, when it 
required the whole strength of the garrison to be brought 
down. When they had arrived he endeavoured again to pass 
through the crowd, under the protection of a captain's guard 
and of a strong body of police. At about twenty yards dis*- 
tance from the court-house door he was again assaulted. 
Captain Congreve, of the 29th, who commanded the guard, 
was struck on the head by a stone, and Mr. Jeremie collared 
and struck also. At this time one or two of the turbulent were 
slightly wounded, and four or five were taken * the remainder 
then fled, and he returned in safety, under a strong military 
escort, to government-house. 

The governor, on the 26th, issued a proclamation, to warn 
them of the danger of such proceedings, and to remind them 
that the full vengeance of the law must follow - all attempts 
to disturb the public tranquiUity. 

This proclamation was treated as follows in their next 
Moniteur or Oemeen: — 

** A proclamation is a thing of very little consequence to 
us, who have seen so many — so many ! It is not^ therefore, 
for us they are drawn up, but for the exterior. A proclama- 
tion, or. a pretended proclamation, for we really know not 
whether it is ofiicial, having as much reason to doubt as to 
credit it, has appeared," &c. 

So much for language. Now as to facts :— Several persons 
were arrested during the struggle with the military in the 
court-yard. Mr. Jeremie, in his official report on these pro- 
ceedings, had expressed surprise that he had heard no more 
of these persons,— they were quietly set at liberty the next 
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morning,— nor Wfts he. Captain Congreve, or any of the many 
j^spectable witnesses who accompanied them, called on or 

examined. 

Scarcely could so flagrant and public an outrage have been 
attempted; had they not felt assured of success ; but they 
were grievously disappointed in one respect, — they knew not 
the English soldier. 

The conduct of the military at Paris, and at Bourbon, they 

relied on ; and by a remarkable coincidence, the 87th Royal 

( ; yr ^ . Irish Fusileers, who are incorrectly supposed to have mani- 

\'* fested strong political feelings in Ireland, were in garrison 

.; ^ there. No sooner was the intended meeting of the court 

announced, than an infamous and treasonable paper appeared 

4 in this Gazette, addressed to the garrison, especially the 

Catholics; and this was largely distributed and scatter^ 

^ about the barracks. It rendered the soldiers so indignant 

y '\ that scarcely could their officers repress their indignation ; but 

the reverse was most sedulously circulated among the people, 
and they rushed on, believing that the military would vxA 
oppose them. 

Now for the military proceedings of the inhabitants through- 
out the island on the same day : — 

From the 6th of June, the chiefs of volunteers seem to have^ 
been busied in collecting, making, repairing, and inspecting 
their arms, for the 22nd, when it was fully arranged and 
determined that they should break out openly, if Mr^ Jeremie 
was installed. 

Accordingly an order was issued by Adam, tlieir chief, on 
the 21st, that all the volunteers at Port Louis who had arms, 
should assemble at their respective guard-houses, where they 
accordingly did meet; and that those who had no arms 
should proceed to the court and line the road from thence U^ 
govemment^house, which was also done ; and these were the 
persons who thronged the road and crowded the court. On tha 
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same evenings (namely, the 21st of June,) tbe guard-houses 
were, visited by the leading colonial committee-men, who ad- 
dressed the population in speeches generally to this effect : — 
< They inculcated unanimity in the various classes of the 
population ; they stated that now was^ the time to strike for 
independence; that they would be assisted by the country 
districts. Their plan of operations was also detailed at 
length ; they stated what numbers, and from what stations, 
were to attack the barracks and the different posts. 

And on the next day, it is now proved, that not only in 
Port Louis, but in the country, the whole free population 
were under arms, or ordered to be so. 

Among ethers, a person named O'Brien, an overseer of 
opnvicts,' reported that he had seen a large body of men, 
armed with muskets and other offensive weapons, their negroes 
being also armed with pikesy collected in marching order at 
Flacq. This was also confirmed by others, and admitted. 

Another overseer, of the name of Carey, who kept a journal,*^ 
also saw a body of armed men, on the same day, at Pont 
Chevreau, which is on the northern boundary of Flacq, 
between, that place and Riviere du Rempart ; and this was 
inserted in his journal at that date. They were marching in 
the direction towards Port Louis. 

Cangi> lieutenant of volunteers, certified on oath that he 
had orders, on the night of the 21st, to summon his whole 
district to arms for the next day ; he purposely refrained from, 
doing so, for which the volunteers cashiered him. The neigh* 
bouring districts, he adds, were armed and assembled. 

Finally, a written order from Captain Dalais, of Grand 
Port, is in existence, directing ten men from each of the 
sections of his company, which for the district of Grand Port 
would have given 300 men, to assemble with arms and ammu«* 
nition also on that day; and Lieutenant F. Nadal declared 
that they were only countermanded on news arriving that Mr. 
Jeremie had not been sworn in. 
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Here thea was the whole population of the capital and of 
the windward districts armed to a man, and prepared for 
action, on the very day that a tumult did actually occur at 
Port Louis, on the very day that the officer obnoxious to 
them was to have been sworn in, and on the day succeeding 
the appeals to the military and their speeches at their guard* 
houses. 

It has been also proved, that five acres of land and a slave 
were promised the families of the killed and wounded* 

Yet on the next, the very next day, appeared an order of 
government, giving for the first time a direct l^al organica* 
tion to these volunteers, and directing them to communicate 
in future with the governor through the deputy adjutant- 
general of the forces for the country districts, and with the 
commandant of the garrison for the town. 

In short, the occurrences of this day, thus detailed, proved, 
even to the most cautious and timid, that the courts of 
justice were the agents, not of the king, but of the insurgent 
government. 

The next step taken was to ascertain the popular feeling, or 
^'to advise how confidence could be restored, and business 
resumed;'' as though the popular feeling or the remedy likely 
to be suggested could be doubtful. However, on application 
from a body of the colonists, who had met at government- 
house, a public meeting was called at Port Louis, and the 
inhabitants were also convened in the country districts. The 
proceedings were, of course, declared to be unanimous every 
where; but the sentiments expressed on the occasion, and the 
manner in which the populace was excited, and its sufltages 
were obtained, are perhaps unexampled. 

The very day that these meetings took place, namely, on 
the 27th, a manifesto of a very inflammatory character ap- 
peared in the '* Cemeen ;" and such was precisely the tone 
of the meeting. 

The usual organ of the Committee of Safety, Mr. A* 
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D'Epinay, observed^ that for 22 years they had been subject 
to a rule, purely and capriciously arbitary^ overwhelmed with 
taxes^ (not a shilling paid for two years,) removed by a humi- 
liating distinction from all public offices of importance* 
(Every legal officer being at that very time, with two excep- 
tions, a Creole, or an alien of French extraction.) For 22 years, 
the capitulation, which secured to them their laws, religion, 
institiitions, and property, had been, without scruple, and 
sometimes with insult^ violated, and trodden under foot. To 
restore confidence, they must, therefore, recur to the capitu* 
lation of 1810, which preserved and established the abortive 
constitution of 1791. But even then confidence would not 
be restored; they must first re-examine successively, and ''in 
an opposite sense," the numerous series of acts and procla* 
nations which had successively destroyed it. As to resuming 
business, this could be done by the removal of Mr. Jeremie. 
'' In short, the first part of the address he proposed contained 
a wish, which Oovemment, to obtain their confidence, should 
fulfil (the establishing a representative assembly). The latter 
a DEMAND which was to be the pledge of peace, and of their 
submission to law" (the removal of Mr. Jeremie). 

Such is his own, as he terms it, ^'pale and discoloured 
version of this discourse;" a very proper description, if the 
report of those who heard it is to be relied on. It was re- 
ceived with shouts of applause, and carried by overwhelming 
numbers; so much so, that Mr. Sampson, a merchant, hitherto 
supposed a staunch colonial partizan, who wished merely to 
insist on demanding Mr. Jeremie's removal, in the hopes of 
procuring a return to business, could scarcely obtain a hearing. 

An address in that sense, claiming the terms of the capitu- 
lation and their constitution, was presented to the governor at 
Reduit, on the 28th ; copies had been sent out into the country, 
and it was very numerously signed. A respectable and in- 
fluential minority, however, refused to sign ; some of these 
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persons, would have supported Mr. Sampson's motion^hiany 
would not sign any paper. 

It is observable that at this meeting to state theirgrievances, 
slavery was scarcely touched upon; but they call for the '^ con- 
stitution/' the ^^capitulaticm"— they insist on rooting out every 
vestige of British rule. 

Such were the proceedings in town ; in the country the in- 
habitants were marched by companies and in sections as 
volunteers to the place where the address vras deposited, and 
there required to sign, under promises or threats ; they were told 
''this was done by order of the governor" — ^they were marched 
there like " a drove of oxen." " II falloit aller signer une 
pi^ce ordonn^e par le gouvemenr lui-meme/' says a wit- 
ness; and the following document shows that such woa 
the order. Can there any longer exist a doubt of die light ni 
which the whole of these proceedings were viewed ? 



" A Monsieur CharUs Fran^m, i$rgtnt du 4* pelcUm delab^ eampagiMi 

de la marre d'albert (yoluntein'), 

" 27 Juin, 18S«. 

'* Par ordre de itm excelUnee la gouvtrneur, ^i a wuudfuU Is detir is 
connoiire le v<ru du peupUt—en consequence de ce je vieos de reoevoir Vordre ds 
not tuperieurs, qui menjoint de pr^y^nir lea hommei de moo pelotota qui m 
trouTeront a midi. Maiaon de M. Le Chartier. Plaine Magnan. Je rcmm 
invite, Monaieur le aergent, de mettre toqte la diligence poaaible aiin qvs tout 
notre monde puuseey trouver voua aurez sain de lesy aeeompagner : c'eat pour le 
renyoi du Seigneur Jeremie et aea amia. 

** Je Toua aalue, 
(Sign6) " Lapiebrb, 

" Lieut." 

When these addresses had all reached him^ the governor 
showed them to the procureur and advocate-general, pointed 
out the number of signatures, and requested to know whether 
he would consent to leave the island. He answered distinctly, 
never; to offer personal resiistance to the governor, he observed, 
would be folly~madness ; such an order, therefore, as would 
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leave himna alternative, and would amount to moral force, lit 
would obey, and nothing short of it. 

The governor then mentioned that it had been suggested to 
appoint him as their deputy, to treat in their behalf of a 
general redemption of slaves, on the principles suggested by 
Mr. Kelsey, of that island. He answered, that he fully ap- 
proved of that idea ; but it was not for him to compromise his 
duty ; for as things thus stood, clothe his absence with what 
pretexts they might, he would consider it as nothing short of 
a desertion of his post, which should never be. 

Shortly after the 22nd of June (the next day but one) Mr. 
Laborde, a gentleman whom he had heard others mention as 
a person of moderate sentiments, good property, and gieat 
respectability and influence, addressed a lett^ to him (though 
they had never seen each other), which did the writer much 
honour; he pointed out the unanimity. of the public voice, 
appealed to his judgment and feelings, and urged him, in a 
manner which entitled him to his esteem, to withdraw of his 
own accord. 

This letter appeared worthy in every way of a full and dis- 
tinct answer> which it received, explaining the grounds on 
which Mr. Jeremie declined yielding. The correspondence 
soon became known, and Mr. Laborde requested leave to 
print it — it was granted, but it met with the same fate a^ 
the other documents; and as to Mr. Laborde, not only could 
he no longer venture out of doors, but sentries from the 
garrison were subsequently required to protect himself and 
family. 

On the 4th of July the governor submitted to the executive 
council (the. only time they had met since Mr. Jeremie had 
been sworn into office) a memorandum bearing that date, in 
which he deprecated the course the inhabitants were taking, 
laid fuUy before them the infallible conclusion to be drawn 
tcom their headlong pertinacity, and cautioned them of its 
coBsequences in most anxious terms. This being somewhat 

E 
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amended; was approred and ordered to be published^ but Ih6y 
would only allow it to appear after the meetiiig, which it wni 
meant as a warning to. 

In the mean time, they published a manifesto in an opposit<^ 
sense from Mr. P. D'Epinay. 

The governor then forthwith convened a public meeting for 
the 7th of July, the only one which Mr. Jeremie was per» 
mitted to attend. 

A few days before, he had been infonned by many influ- 
ential persons, some among others who had originally sided 
with them, that the more respectable portion of that party, 
more especially the wealthy proprietors, now saw their error, 
but having gone so far they w&nted a fair pretence, some kind 
of motive to induce them to retract; and that if he would 
meet them by some conciliatory step, they would be satisfied. 
They had no wish, it was observed, to prevent ptosecutbns 
fi>r the cruel treatment of slaves, but penalties for not having 
kept record books, and such other mere informalities, every 
man in the country had avowedly incurred ; and they hoped 
that if he would consent not to commence proceedings for 
these till they heard from England, this would be sufficient. 
To this he assented, provided the governor would sanction it ; 
and for a day or two he understood this would do : then it 
was not quite sufficient; finally, the proposal in efiect 
amounted to this, that he should adopt Mr. Justice Black- 
bum's original and unvarying suggestion, and renounce (no 
longer for a month), but for an indefinite period, the procureut^ 
generalship — ^that office which would enable him to see the 
machinery and working of the seditious and disaffected, as Well 
its the connecting link and stimulating motives of many in 
authority, whose conduct was somewhat inexplicable. 

The proceedings of the 7th of July were entefed on also 
by Mr. A. D'Epinay, who, treading over, though with much 
greater moderation, the ground occupied by him at the public 
meeting of the 27th of Jun6, concluded by desiring, and ^!li 
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math, vfehemetice ttnsLioudly entreating the procureur-gttiirftl 
td ifdtlidraw of his own accord. He wag replied td hf 
Mr. Jeremie, who peremptorily refused. The discussion then 
became very desultory ; opinions, as appeared to him, began 
to waver, for even Mr. D'Epinay*s motion went no farther 
than td persuade him to quit ; when Ool. B. A. Draper, an 
official member of council, head of the customs, and formerly 
of the Registrar of Slaves* department, rose, and seconded 
a resolution, forthwith put by Mr. D'Epinay, for an order t6 
remove Mr. Jeremie. 

The effect of such a step on the part of a public officer, 
might be supposed irresistible ; yet were there many who were 
fiot led aWay. Three leading merchants signed a paper in 
support of the original motion, but distinctly negativing the 
forcible removal. Mr. Justice Cooper and Mr. Laing withdrew, 
the former and Abb6 Spain sent in vigorous protests. Report 
mentions others* Four gentlemen of weight and character, 
of principles avowedly moderate, had refused to attend ; 
Messrs. Foisy, Laborde, C. Telfair, and Dior6» The majority, 
including on either side privy councillors, amounted to 40, 
the minority and absentees, both included, to 16, comprising 
every English functionary consulted, except Messrs. Black-' 
bum and Draper. 

The governor closed the proceedings, by announcing a meet- 
ing of the legislative council for Monday. 

On that day, Mr. Jeremie offered a protest and withdrew. 
Four oliier official members, embracing the whole executive 
council, Supported bim« But the sentiments of the seven 
unofficial members, and Ool. Draper, could not be doubtful. 
Mr. Blackburn, ambiguously enough, but still with tolerable 
didtiiaclttess, urged concession on the part of the governor ; 
and his first argument was this, '' That otherwise the sugar 
crop of that year would be sacrificed.'' 

the governor thus finding his official members divided, and 
the colonial votee unanimous, could scarcely-^havitig taken 

£2 
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the most extraordinary step of consulting, on an executive 
measure, the. legislative council — ^refrain from following their 
advice. 

The extent of the revulsion in the public mind was never 
more conspicuous than when this decision was announced. 
Probably half the free population of Port Louis were at the 
government-house gate from an early hour. Their friends, on 
leaving the council-board, communicated the joyful tidings; 
and they were received in total silence. 

The governor, it appears, had made it a condition, that the 
commission should be previously entered in court. Even this 
was resisted by a party among the insurgents, who determined 
too that business should not be resumed till he. had actually 
left ; and the shops continued closed ! The governor, then, 
for the only time, sought Mr. Jeremie*s opinion on the state of 
the country. He immediately offered to draw up an outline 
of the steps to be taken to maintain the authority of Grovem- 
ment ; offering to stake his existence on the result. He ob- 
tained the assistance of the colonial secretary, drew up his 
report that evening, and the next morning by day-break, 
(July the 1 1th,) it was copied, and in the governor's hands at 
.Reduit. 

The governor now showed firmness and decision, aimouncing 
peremptorily, that except he were instantly obeyed^ he would 
withdraw his promise of removing Mr. Jeremie ; and the next 
day but one every shop was opened, and the commission, 
after a decent show of remonstrance, registered. . The papers 
also, instead of any longer breathing rebellion, pronounced 
their party " faithful and loyal British subjects, as they had 
never ceased to be;" they admitted that the day before " they 
Jield very different language, but circumstances had changed," 
.and they let out the secret of the change. " In resisting the 
governor's wishes, they would be giving cause for the adoption 
of .certain measures that; had been recommended, but which 
their author could not have justified." And not a word did 
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he. subsequently hear of serious . resistance to goremor or 
troops. But the aversion of the faction turned to a horror, a 
deadly hate, of the " author" of these *' measures." The very 
next paper ran thus : '^ There is no time to lose ; Mr. Jeremie 
mmt leave the soil which he has caused to tremble under our 
feet. The^r5^ vessel must tear from Mauritius that man, 
ivho has come to disturb the concord which reigned between 
the chief and the colonists" (strange concord, which caused 
them to refuse supplies for years). '^ Circumstances are so 
imperative, that the governor's order must be instantly exe^ 
cuted. The approaching anival of a governor may change 
suddenly the face of our a£fairs. Who can answer that Sir 
Charles Colville's successor will entertain for us the same 
sentiments of affection, will be equally devoted to our inter- 
ests? Hasten^ then, and let Mr. Jeremie begone instantly 
from the country ; and with him will disappear those cruel 
inquietudes, that mortal agony, in which we are all plunged 
since his arrival." 

The governor's first order to Mr. Jeremie to proceed to 
England, was received on the 16th July, but it was deemed 
insufficient by the latter, being nothing more than a compro- 
mise, and was termed subsequently, by the governor, a 
^'.inilder intimation;** he therefore insisted on obtaining a 
peremptory order, which the governor directed him to draw 
up himself— this he accordingly did, and it was duly signed 
and delivered. 

Immediately on receiving this order, Mr. Jeremie vrithdrew 
from government-house to the quarters of an officer whom he 
had previously known and been on terms of friendship with 
in the West Indies ; this step also gave great offence, and he 
felt it necessary to explain his motives in a letter which he 
addressed to the governor. 

Up to the meeting of the 7th July, Mr. Jeremie had, in 
fulfibnent of the governor's wishes above expressed, remained 
at goveijmment-house— loaded cannon, with lighted matches, 
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Ibeiiig ttfttii^ii^d at the gate^ and a pleqaat of ib<»« tbaa thii^y 
•oldien introduced every evening into the very house^Hthe 
only two occasiong when he had appeared in the 8treet0> vis. 
on his landing, and on the 22nd June, having given rise to 
tumults and to extensive military preparations. But, in the 
course of discussion at that meeting, one of the colonists 
thought fit to rest his argument for removing him on the 
circumstance of his having so conformed to the governor's 
directions. He was a procureur-general '^ who dared not Aow 
his face out of doors,'* and this observation was allowed to 
pass without observation or explanation. 

He now determined to act up to his own view of the sub* 
ject. Retiring to the barracks in the evening — ^he vreni 
abroad by day unattended, where business or inclination 
called, and thus ascertained, to his foil conviction, that 
though the public mind had been unduly worked upon and 
inflamed, there was nothing in the general feelings of the 
community which mi^ht not be removed in time — that, in 
short, the then state of the colony was the result of intrigue. 

At the same time, moving among persons where rebellicm 
had been brooding for years, and where their leaders proved 
themselves impelled by an infuriate and deadly hate of him- 
self, his principles, and the government he served— where in 
short no secret was made of their wishes, he made no doubt 
that in such a society some friendly hand might be found to 
serve their purpose, and to imitate the " self-devotion " dis^ 
played at an earlier period of their history ; and having too 
ipuch reason to believe that impunity, whatever the efforts of 
the governor, who was evidently actuated by the most earnest 
and anxious wish to secure his personal safety, would attend 
any attempt on him at the hands of the law — ^he prepared to 
repel any attack, come whence it might. 

Things were in this state when he was again assured, from 
several quarters, that an attempt on his person was o<mtem* 
plated unless he quitted the colony by a certain day : he did 
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not do aa^th« yes^el ad^eted wan pat prftpar$di» and tten^ ap- 
peared no reason for undue precipitancy. The next day be wa« 
^gagod tP dim with |46ut?Qolai}el Johiisto^e in th$ barracks 
— ^he had gone down to government-house in the momingyinrhere 
Colooel JohnstQiii^'9 carriag^^ a FrM3Lch calSche, with the upual 
heading of leather, raised so as to protect U)e head and hackf 
eama down for Mrs^ Jeremie and himself at about six o'clock. 
At that moment his servant boy informed him that there wa# 
a mob assembled along the whole street to the barracksi a 
distance of about 600 yards, and that they were collecting 
stones. He, however, started, and had barely got beyond the 
gatasy when they were assailed by a volley which injured the 
carriage head, and struck the coachman. The pelting then 
continued, the crowd forced itself forward, and the whole 
distance, as far as the eye could reach, appecured li^ed 
with persons ready to attack them. Finding things thus des** 
perate, Mr. Jeremie drew out his pistols and exposed them 
to view— ^the crowd fell back for a few moments, and he went 
on at a rapid rate, but when about half way up the road they 
commenced again; another heavy stone struck the coachman, 
and Mr. Jeremie then fired. The mob instantly fled in dif- 
ferent directions, and before they had recovered from their 
panic, he was safe within the barrack gates. The coachman 
v^s in the hospital several days, but nobody having suffered 
otherwise, on either side, Mr. Jeremie merely reported the 
circumstance to the governor, who was then in the country, 
which led to a brief correspondence, when Mr. Jeremie felt it 
requisite, from the manner in which his assailants had repre- 
sented the case, to collect evidence. 

This came in abundantly, from the most respectable quar- 
ters — from gentlemen in and out of the service, who for- 
tunately happened to be on the spot ; and the result was, that 
it was proved beyond question, 

That the attack on him was premeditated. 

That it was intended to prove fatal. 



56 PROCUDINOS TO JUNE AND JULY. 1832. 

That the lives of his party were sated by the means he took 
to repel it. 

These he submitted to his majesty's govermnent on his 
return. 

From that time to the 28th of July, Mr. Jeremie remained 
within the walls of the garrison, when he embarked at four 
in the morning on board the Badger, Captain Stowe, whence 
he removed on the next day to the Emma, merchantman, 
which immediately proceeded for England — ^the captain hav- 
ing been previously warned that off Bourbon he would be 
attacked ; and accordingly, on the third day in the morning, 
the ship was designedly chased for several hours, but night 
coming on, he skilfully changed his course, and the next 
morning the chase was out of sight 

The Emma arrived in England at the close of the month 
of October, and Mr. Jeremie immediately reported himself to 
the Colonial Office, adding that he would be ready to resume 
his journey back to Mauritius at an hour's notice. He at 
the same time delivered the governor's despatches, so that 
Lord Ooderich had before him the statements on both sides. . 



CHAP. III. 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY GOVERNMENT AND PROCEEDINGS 
AT MAURITIUS TO THE SPRING OF 1833. 

ZiOBD GoDERiGHy OR receiving the despatches from the 
governor delivered by Mr. Jeremie, most judiciously deter- 
mined to guard against the possibility of a renewal of public 
resistance, or even against a renewal of the threat ; he there- 
fore adopted the following steps tending to that end, though 
as to Mr. Jeremie's own view of the case, it will be found in 
the appendix. He attributed then — as he does still — the 
disorganized condition of the colony and the whole of these 
unparalleled proceedings — to the courts of justice. 

Sir Charles Colville had previously resigned, and been suc- 
ceeded by Sir William Nicolay, who had not yet quitted 
England, when the news of these occurrences arrived* He 
was immediately sent out in the Trinculo, gun brig, with the 
necessary instructions. 

The Jupiter, troop ship, was ordered round to Cork, to em- 
bark the 9th regiment, and Mr. Jeremie proceeded there to ac- 
company them ; unfortunately there was some irregularity in 
transmitting the orders to the regiment, which was not cor- 
rected for about a week; in the mean time the wind had 
changed, the troop ship sailed v^dth a contrary wind, and was 
twice driven back damaged in her masts to Plymouth, so that 
in fact she only finally sailed on the 6th of January ; the 
Trinculo, bearing the governor, having succeeded in clearing 
the channel in November. , 
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Orders were also sent over-land to Bombay, to place a 
strong body of military at Sir William Nicolay's disposal, and 
instructions were given to him immediately to suppress the 
volunteer corps, and to proclaim, if requisite, that all arms 
should be delivered up or otherwise seized. 

The order to Mr. Jeremie was conveyed in the following 
letter: 

Downing Street, N09, 6th, 1832. 

Siii,^I haT9 to acknowledge the receipt of yoi^r letter, addressed to nij^elfi 
dated the 31 st of Octoher, anQouncing jojxr return from Mauritius, in compliance 
with the peremptory orders of the Govemor of that island. 

Having fully considered all the circumstances connected with this transaction, 
it Imported to me %y Sir Charles Colyille, I have to a xpr iii to you my apf ro- 
^tien of yoqr conduct in yielding a prompt ohedience to his directions, howerer 
opposed they were to your own personal comfort, and to your opinion as to the 
course of proceeding which it would hare been proper to adopt. And I an 
further to desire that yon would with the least possible delay ret^ipi tM 
90lony, there to repnioe the discharge of your official duties. 

The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have, at my instance, provided a 
passage in the troop ship the Jupiter, lying at Cork ; and saeh instruettmis ha^r» 
been given to the new gpveinor, Mejer-G^neial Sir William Nieolay, as will, % 
tra^t, enable you to perform the duties of your office without further molestation. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient, bumble Hrvwit, 

GODERICH. 

Mr. Viriftux, the jndge^ who had absented himself from tbs 
ineeting of the 22nd of June^ and Colonel Draper, the eoUtotor 
of customs, who had seconded Mr. Adrien D'Eptnay's sesola* 
tion of the 7th of July, were removed from office; and it wiui 
Supposed that directions had been given to investigate the con- 
duct of the remaining ftmctionaries of government, under the 
strong impression which appeared universally to prevail, that 
such proceedings could not have taken place had every pub* 
lie officer, or even a majority, duly performed their duty. 

Mr. Adrien D'Bpinay, who had rendered himself so con** 
spicuous, was removed from among the unofficial members of 
couucil, and declared unworthy to serve the crown again in 
ftriy capacity whatever ; and as it was understood that the 
leader of these insurgent volunteers was an alien, by name 
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Iff* A4Mk, % former Ueuteaut td artillery widar ISapid^A 
Buonaparte, the governor was directed instantly to reoiova 
him from the island, and also the other aliens if any, who had 
thrust themselves forward by taking up arms as offioersi 
against the king's crown and government. 

Sir William Nicolay reached the colony on the 30th of 
January, 1633. Mr. Jeremie did not arrive till the 29th of 
April, so that the new governor had been three whole months 
in possession of his government, before the latter officer's 
arrival. 

It will now be requisite to inquire what had been done 
in the space which intervened between Mr. Jeremie's depar- 
ture and Sir William Nicolay's assumption of the govern-* 
m«it ; and then between this latter period, and Mr. Jeremie's 
return. 

The schism which has already been pointed out as having 
manifested itself in the months of June and July, and whieh 
was but the renewal of a feeling long existing between dif- 
ferent parts of the population, now broke forth with great 
violate. From that period the island was again divided into 
two parties ; the party principally consisting of aliens, of some 
planters, and of the local bar, on the one side, and the re^ 
meining portion of the population on the other. The former 
party determined to continue their machinations for the ex<* 
press purpose of driving the English from the colony and esta- 
blishing their ind^)endence ; the remainder, who had never 
joined heartily with them, but whose fears had been tem- 
porarily worked upon, now retired from their ranks and were 
anxious to resume their usual occupations. 

But the other party were in actual possession of the go- 
vernment of the colony; and throughout the period of Sir 
Charles Colville's ccmtinued administration, we shall find the 
same anxious wish to induce the disalSeoted to return to their 
duty expressed on all occasions, and the same encroachments 
en the aeknowUdged attthority of the government, and the 
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same defiance of the will and pleasure of the crown, exer- 
cised on the other side. 

Immediately on Mr. Jeremie's departure the governor's first 
step was to issue a proclamation, dated the 1st of August, 
pointing out to the inhabitants the risk he had incurred in 
their behalf, and entreating them to resume their duty at the 
earliest moment. Four days afterwards, apparently as their 
first reply to this appeal, the cottage of a man called O'Brien, 
the overseer who had given information of the hostile move- 
ments of the volunteers in his neighbourhood, and amongst 
other facts had announced the intention to attack the garrison 
on the 22nd of June, and on another occasion to burn down 
the town, was purposely set fire to, and he, with two other 
persons, perished in the flames. The governor then issued 
another proclamation, ofiering a reward of £100 for the de- 
tection of the offenders ,- but this document remained a dead 
letter, and justice continues unsatisfied to this day. 

The general meeting at Port Louis, which had voted Mr. 
Jeremie*s removal, took place, as already stated, on the 7th, 
and the meeting of the legislative council, where the governor 
announced his decision, on Monday, the 9th of July. The 
ensuing Sunday was the 15th, and this was the day the 
''councils of war*' in the country districts, for they had one in 
each district, usually met. Accordingly, on that day, the 
officers of Grand Port, under the presidency of Brodelet, their 
chief, were convened at their usual place of rendezvous, and 
here he addressed them, as to their future measures, as 
follows: — 

'' Mes amis, mes fr^res, il ne faut point s'endormir: ce n'est 
pas le tout d'avoir sign^ le depart de Jeremie, nous devons 
nous attendre qu'il reviendra. Je vous engage, mes fr^res, k 
ne pas flechir. II faut bien fiedre faire Texercice par nos 
jeunes gens, leur faire adopter le code de discipline, et quand 
ilsjeturont bien fait Texercice ^t bien accept^ le code de disci- 
pline, nous reviendrons contre les Anglais, nous les renverrons 
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de la colonie, nous nous rendrons independans et maitres de 
notre pays, et nous ne paierons plus d'imp&ts." 

This speech has been sworn to by three of the officers pre- 
sent ; and a witness for the defence, Barbeau, who was also a 
lieutenant, stated, on Brodelet's trial, that when the meeting at 
Plaine Magnan broke up, he told Brodelet, he feared there 
was a party at Mahebourg who would not support his views, 
and that he (Brodelet) had better come down that evenipg, to 
explain matters, and induce them to continue united. 

Accordingly, in the evening, at the guard-house, in the pre- 
sence of about twelve or fifteen persons, besides Brodelet's fel- 
low-prisoners, three of whom accompanied him, he delivered 
another speech, to the same effect, but rather more diffuse. 

These speeches not having the desired effect, and the 
attempt to rouse the coloured population having failed, the 
latter rallied round a gentleman of the name of Buttie, who 
on the very next day disbanded his section of volunteers, 
comprising half the small town of Mahebourg, assigning at 
the time as a reason that " he had suspected as much, but 
now there could be no doubt, from that hour his section was 
dissolved." 

It is right to observe, in proceeding to detail what occurred 
in the small town of Mahebourg and the surrounding dis- 
trict of Grand Port, that the history of that district is the 
history of nearly every other during the same period, with only 
some slight shades of difference, as the chiefs were more or 
less energetic, and the coloured population more or less re- 
solute. 

The proceedings at Mahebourg, however, having become 
twice the subject of judicial inquiry, they are so well authen- 
ticated that what occurred elsewhere need be very cursorily 
noticed. 

Brodelet's designs standing thus exposed, not only to Mr. 
Buttie and others of his coloured officers, men of good pro- 
perty and great influence among their class — ^men also of equal 
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loyalty and spirit, but to a large tiumber of othen), it b^eamcr 
necessary to take measures for his own protection ; he ftfit 
tried conciliation, and invited Buttie to his table, when, as 
was stated by the person who aecompanied him, Buttie took 
every opportunity of urging the persons they met on the road 
to secede from the volunteers, denouncing their intentions, and 
stating that they meant to treat them (the coloured class) as 
in the times of the French governor Becaen. 

Conciliation with him was therefore out of the question ; 
there only remained to persecute ; for, from the moment Bro- 
delet had developed his intentions, and Buttie expressed hli 
determination to resist them, either Buttie must succumb to 
Brodelet, or Brodelet's life was in the hands of Buttie ; an 
alternative which could least escape so cleaf-sighted a man as 
Mr. Brodelet — a person well bom, highly bred and highly edu- 
cated, who has seen something of the world, having served in 
the French army in his early days, a man possessed of great re* 
solution of purpose, lost in debt, of strong foreign feelings, and, 
Its far as can be ascertained, not overburdened with scruples. 

Accordingly, measures were forthwith entered upon, evi- 
dently with the assent of his brethren in the committee, 
unparalleled in the most convulsed periods of civil discord. 

The speech, be it observed, was delivered on the 16th 
of July ; on the 19th a repcirt was spread about that Mr. 
Jeremie, who was scarcely allowed to move between the 
government-house and the barracks, who had only been per- 
mitted this degree of liberty very recently, and who was 
shortly after precluded from it, intended the next day to visit 
Mahebourg, which it was said threw the quarter into great 
alarm. A strong body of volunteers collected on the SOth, 
encamped during the night on the road, and marched into 
Mahebourg, to the number of about 200, the next morning. 

Here an " Ordre du Jour/* bearing date the 20th of July, 
was circulated. This document, in Brodelet's hand-writing, 
was produced at his trial ; it is in itself a singular paper* It 
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commences by annoutibing, thd,t scarcely had they escape a 
first danger than they were threatened by another^-^the dailger 
of dissension among themselves i that there were persons among 
them who maligned their intentions, they could be known by 
their language ; these peihsons told them that the mhabitants 
Were Ukely to be treated as in the days of General D^caen ; 
and the ''Ordre du Jour'' then went on to exhort them to drive 
all such firom their ranks-^to despise them; they were spi^s ot 
" mouchards;" the volunteers should place their confidence itt 
him — ''all good citizens should remain united in order to be 
prepared for events Which they wefe bound to foresee, And 
iohkh would alike cause the ruin of all.'* It concluded with 
these words,-*- 

** Hontd et miptit aux mouchards.'* 

Now, this document proves unquestionably the following 
points : — 

1st. That the procureur-generars removal, so far from 
having restored tranquillity, had produced dissension, 

2nd. That so far from disbanding, the volunteers were re- 
quired to unite to a man. 

3rd. That instead of submitting with loyalty to the will and 
pleasure of His Majesty's government, they had resolved to 
unite and prepare against events which ought to be foreseen. 

4th. It proves also that the persecutions subsequently en- 
dured by the loyal portion of the population, proceeded from 

their chiefs. 

On the 22nd, two dayii after the date of this ^' Ordre du 
Jour," was held their regular weekly meeting at Plain 
Magnan, which Buttie was summoned to attend, to stand 
his trial for insubordination^ which he declined doing, stating 
he was not a soldier, but a volunteer. The council of war, 
however, met, and in his absence pronounced him a bad 
citizen, " un mauvais citoyen,** degraded him from his rank, 
ordered his dismissal from the volunteers, and that his name 
should be posted up in every guard-house throughout the 
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colony ; and they chained Colonel Brodelet with canying it 
into execution. 

. That extraordinary judgment was also produced in evi- 
dence under Brodelet's own hand ; it approaches nearly^ if 
it does not amount in itself, to an overt act of treason. It 
was, as had been directed in the document, posted up in the 
volunteer guard-houses at Port Louis and in the remaining 
districts; the Port Louis placard was countersigned by 
Adam, the volunteer chief. 

This trial was held without any warrant from the governor; 
the judgment executed and directed to be executed vrithout 
any reference to him, though in a weekly report submitted to 
the governor, the fact of Buttie having been dismissed is men- 
tioned; and it must be owned it does not appear that any step 
was taken by Sir Charles Colville to vindicate his own autho* 
rity, or to maintain the rights of the crown, thus attacked on 
its highest and most valuable prerogatives. 

Whatever advantage was anticipated from this judgment, 
seems to have entirely failed. So far from producing unanimity, 
and inducing the large body of the coloured class to submit 
to military discipline, it was viewed as an usurpation, and 
an act of deliberate tyranny, and therefore petitions were 
drawn up to the governor, and signed by full 300 persons of 
this class, from Grand Port alone. They are all the same in 
language; they prayed generally to be relieved from the ser- 
vice of the volunteers, and were duly presented. 

These petitions were circulated privately among that por- 
tion of the population, and caused much alarm in the minds 
of the chiefs ; one person was offered ten " arpens de terre" 
if he would only procure a copy for Brodelet ; another was 
threatened with imprisonment if he did not withdraw his sig- 
nature, and having declined, he was imprisoned. They evi- 
dently feared that thdr designs and intentions were revealed, 
and therefore, when a copy could not be procured, Brodelet 
obtained certificates that such petitions to the governor were 
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in course of signature, and on these alone proceeded to de- 
nounce the coloured inhabitants of his quarter to their new 
procureur-general, Mr. Jeremie's successor, and Mr. Black- 
bum's late secretary and private agent, by name Rembno, as 
traitors-as conspirators endeavouring to excite a civil war. 

Such, in the year 1832, in His Majesty's colony of 
Mauritius, was the absolute fact; these certificates, all of 
which are in Brodelet's hand-writing, together with his ori- 
ginal letter to Remono, formed the ground-work of a charge 
of high-treason against thirty respectable men, comprising 
nearly all the witnesses to Brodelet's traitorous speeches—^ 
men whose immediate offence it was, that they had been im- 
prudently informed by the chiefs of volunteers of their actual 
designs, whose sole ultimate crime that they would not con- 
sent to renounce their allegiance to Great Britain, but that 
even when the government was wanting to itself, they had 
had the magnanimity to defy persecution, and to court martyr- 
dom rather than fail in duty to their king and country. 

The arrest of these persons followed in September. Upwards 
of 100 witnesses were examined, and not a particle of evi- 
dence was obtained to prove any thing beyond the simple fact 
that they had petitioned the governor, except that expressions 
of extreme irritation against some of those who recently had 
so .wantonly persecuted them, were also mentioned as having 
been used — such as that it was necessary to get rid of certain 
aliens before the country could be tranquil; and one man, a 
person on whom they had twice fired with a musket, in 
open day, for refusing to serve as a volunteer, is reported to 
have said, that he would never be happy "till he had eaten 
their liver." Something was also said of a proposal to poison 
the troops, but Brodelet disavowed all wish of seriously im- 
puting this charge to them ; and it now turns out this was one 
of the ideas conveyed in the faction's own pamphlet, as quoted 
at the close of the first chapter. 

Such is the sum and substance of this charge of high- 

F 
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treason ; eight or nine of these persons, were detained in 
pn&onforfaur months, when the Court of First Instance hav- 
ing refused to find the bill, they were set at liberty ; but the 
procureur-generaly Remono, having appealed to Mr. Black* 
bum's court, they were still under prosecution when Mr. 
Jeremie reached the island — he of course instantly withdrew 
the appeal. 

Another prosecution of a similar kind was attempted in the 
northern part of the island, so as to strike terror in that 
quarter also. Lieutenant Cangi, as had been Buttie, was 
cashiered, and the chief pf volunteers there also denounced 
the coloured population in the same manner as Brodelet had 
done. But this second proceeding does not appear to have 
advanced any further when the first was ignored. 

The weakness of the power and authority of the king's 
government, in other matters during this interval, is shown 
in the following instances : — 

The secretary of state had thought fit to appoint an Eng- 
lish gentleman as clerk of the supreme court, a person who had 
been many years in the service of the colony. This was re- 
sisted also ; the same scenes of kgal resistance were re-enacted 
as on Mn Jeremie's arrival — ^the court broke up without being 
able to succeed in swearing him in, and it was only on a second 
attepf^pt that he was admitted and received under a protest. 
^ The home government had also appointed Mr. Reddie, an 
advocate of the Scottish bar, and doctor of laws of the Uni- 
versity of Gottingen, to the office of president of the Court of 
First Instance — ^he was named some months subsequently to 
the date of Mr. Jeremie's first departure from England ; he 
reached Mauritius in December, five months after Mr. Jere- 
mie's forcible removal. They had never seen, probably never 
heard of each other ; in public principles were directly opposed, 
and without a friend or acquaintance in common. But they 
were both British, European subjects, and, in consequence, Mr. 
Reddie was neither admitted nor sworn, and was even enjoined 
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secrecy by Sir Charles Colville ds to the nature of the:appi»nt- 
m&at he had gone out to occupy^ and this continued for several 
months under General Nicolay, as under General Colville — 
np to the period, in short, of Mr. Jeremie's second return. 

Mr. Justice Cooper has beei^ mentioned-^he was a gentie- 
man highly ccmnected, universally esteei^ed, who had lived in 
that island several years^ and who on this, as on all other oo^ 
casions, had performed his duty as became an upright, high- 
minded English barrister. Shortly before Mr. Jeremie's de- 
parture, Mr. Cooper had misgivings as to what would occur 
immediately on that events and he proposed to accompany him 
or remain at the Cape of Good Hope. Mr* Jeremie dissuaded 
him from it. His post was at the Mauritius, happen what 
might. Mr.) Cooper instantly f^t the appeal, brightened up, 
and they separated-r-but they ^never met again. Mr. Cooper 
wafi sensitive as warm-hearted, and the faction never ceased 
their persecution of him until his head was lowered in the 
grave. As he lay on his death-bed, they broke into his 
office, carried off all they could lay hands on, even to his life- 
policy and ^is will ; and even after death, they boasted of 
their. goodly work. Mr. Reddie,. their next intended victim^ 
iiappened to. be unwell — ^they joyously announced that he was 
ill of the same malady that had killed Cooper — ^the '^ Cer- 
neen"* fever. 

Sir Charles Colville's successor. Sir W. Nicolay, landed on 
the 30th of January, 1833. 

It would appear that Sir Wm. Nicolay expected to en- 
counter formidable military resistance on the part of the 
Tolunteers, but in the way of military array he encountered 
nothing, and so Mr. Jeremie had announced. He knew they 
would threaten, but he knew too that the moment they were 
inade acquainted with the formidable preparations deter- 
mined on, they would forbear. 

* The name of their newspaper. 
F 2 
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It appears, accordingly, that the measures taken by the 
home government alarmed them considerably ; they stopped 
short for a few days, and had these measures been vigorously 
followed up, there can be no doubt that the island would have 
been reduced in a very short space of time to the most com- 
plete state of tranquillity; but the proclamations from the 
Crown were not issued until the 6th of February ; and with 
the issual of these proclamations, and the removal of Messrs. 
Virieux and D'Epinay, every proof of resolution appears to 
have vanished. 

This was not lost on the population, who immediately re- 
curred to their old beaten path of sturdily denying the most 
unquestionable facts, and of course here they were upheld by 
that body of public officers, men of station and authority, 
and of reputed fair character, who now saw that not only 
their office, but their very safety, was involved. They had 
combined with the colonists, and with them they must still 
continue to act. 

The result was successful. Sir Wm. Nicolay also entered 
on that line of conduct which had been for so many years 
adopted by his predecessors, and thenceforth his excellency 
stood committed; one excuse only could avail him, which was, 
to second the cry of misrepresentation against the single absent 
person who had throughout strenuously maintained that the 
local force was sufficient to meet every purpose — who had 
from first to last announced that they were divided among them- 
selves, and that on the first show of vigour, a lai^e proportion 
would join the government; who, in short, had pointed out the 
courts of justice, and the courts of justice alone, as the cause, 
the source, the origin of all the evils which had for years 
afflicted that mismanaged colony. 

The notorious fact, that at the solicitation, or rather on the 
report of others, Mr. Jeremie was on his way out accompanied 
by a body of troops, also tended to give a colour to this outcry. 

Accordingly, the alarm, the danger, the numerical strength, 
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the perfect equipment of the colonial force^ all these par- 
ticulars^ scandalously exaggerated in 1832, were now as 
scandalously denied ^o have had any existence, by the very 
men who had counselled concession as the only means of 
averting the most awful calamities, whilst they and those who 
had obtained this concession, as well as those also who 
had so faintly, if ever sincerely resisted it, were now, hi 
least if not previously, closely and intimately united ; they 
formed but one party, spoke with one and the same voice, 
and they all concurred in denying that there ever had been any 
necessity for any of the measures of precaution or reparation 
adopted against his opinion and on their own showing. Re- 
sistance to the powerful force ordered down they knew to be 
out of the question — ^to temporize until they had dispelled the 
storm, was therefore their present resource, and when they had 
lulled suspicion, to take a final opportunity of realizing their 
long-cherished dream of independence, was their determination- 
Misrepresentation with them had never been known to fail, 
and they seem to have placed the most sanguine reliance on 
their success. 

At first they did most completely succeed, even beyond 
their hopes or expectations; the troops from India were coun«- 
termanded; no scrutiny took place in the conduct of public 
officers ; the aliens, the most prominent in the recent distur^ 
bances, continued their machinations in perfect security; and, 
in short, not one single step was taken to add to the moral or 
physical strength of government. The effect, therefore, pro- 
duced by the known sentiments of His Majesty's administra- 
tion, soon wore away, and the disaffected party, so far from 
being deterred, evidently considered that the manner in which 
they had contrived to ward off evil consequences was matter 
of congratulation and triumph, so that they naturally felt 
emboldened in prosecuting their traitorous designs. 

Immediately on the promulgation of the proclamations 
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issued by the direction of Lord Goderich, some of the cdd 
members seceded from the legislative council ; and instead of 
taking that invaluable opportunity <^ appointing sound men 
in their steady these persons were courted back by a procta- 
mation, dated the 21st of February, in which allusion was 
made to the victim of their hate in the following terms : 

*^ The removal of the two individuals in question, Messrs. 
Draper and D'Epinay, was in consequence of their having 
rendered themselves conspicuous in impeding the installation 
into o£5ice of a person appoiMed by His Majesty to an import-* 
ant situation ; thus manifesting a want of due respect to the 
king's commands, and an interference with his rightful autho- 
rity which (whatever may be their opinion with respect to the 
officer alluded to) is evidently quite foreign to the duties of a 
legislator.— 21st February, 1833." 

"Whatever their opinion with respect to that officer!" such 
was the vindication, the support vouchsafed him from Sir 
Wm. Nicolay at his outset and in Mr. Jwremie's absence. 

The colonial committee continued their sittings, €tnd wielded 
in fact the powers of government. The only public papier 
which had suggested a conciliatory and loyal policy^ even in a 
whisper, was riotously suppressed — the official gazette, on the 
point of being suppressed also, was worked at the police o^e 
by soldiers under the protection of a guard ; the actual friends 
of government, utterly disappointed and disheartened^ were 
persecuted and exposed to daily and nightly assaults. Some 
Mr. Jeremie found shut up for protection at the police office, 
others at their homes, not daring to walk the streets, and im- 
ploring the succour of government in vain. Mr. Reddie, before 
he had assumed office, when it was barely known that he was 
appointed to office, scarcely permitted to show himself beycmd 
his threshold, and threatened with constant attacks ; even his 
servants, when one or two were bold enough to engine 
with him, were collared, assaulted, and compelled to quit 
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hiniA A barrister;'* educated at the expense of the crown^ and 
who had continued to communicate on friendly terms with the 
colonial agent; was banished ; he distippearedy on a few days' 
notice from the all-powerful committee; whilst in the country 
districts, among other proofs of their i^ower, a person 'who 
had presumed to disobey another of their mandates, had his 
premises broken open and his property destroyed. The 
volunteer uniform was re«appearing, in the teeth* of the penal- 
ties set forth in the proclamation— these corps continued to 
drill. All this was proved on Brodelet's trial ; and as if to place 
the feebleness of the king's government and the power of the 
insurgent authority in full contrast, whilst this latter could, 
with a word, banish an English barrister^ — a British subject — 
a native colonist of unquestioned respectability — the former 
had been for months in actual collision with an apothecary's 
alien apprentice. Five times had Sir Chas. Colville, thrice had 
Sir William Nicolay, directed J. Pieretti to quit the colony ; 
he set them alike at defiance ; and at a time when the procla- 
mations were hardly dry on their walls, when the indignation 
of government was barely announced, and the governor en- 
trusted with the enforcement of the king's pleasure, had 
scarcely trod their soil, were the whole authority and power, 
the might and majesty of the government of Mauritius scorned, 



* This is the case of Monsieur Herman Gefftoy, and a most extraordinary one 
it is. A brother advocate happened to call on him when he was engaged in 



room ; the friend collected the scraps, put them into his pocket, tacked them 
.together, and carried, them to the colonial committeoi or insurgent goyem- 
ment. Geffiroy instantly received an order from them to quit the colony in five 
days. He appealed to Sir Wm. Nicolay, and was met as usual with abundant 
promuet of protection. This was in March — on the fifth day he disappeared. 
Mr. Jeremie arrived on the last day of April, and immediately commenced his 
inquiries, but it was^the month of June (as will be shown) before the faction 
began to feel that they were no longer to tyrannize over ^e country with im- 
punity ; and, as afterwards appeared, they had actually taken that unfortunate 
barrister from plantation to plantation in the colony a prisoner for three whole 
-months, when they, in the same month of June, embarked hiln clandestinely for 
Calcutta. He is still in exile. 



writing tp Mr. Smith. M. Gefiroy shortly after tore up the scroll and left the I i 
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spumed at, ridiculed and defied by this notoriouBly wortUess 
striplings backed by the disaffected party. 

Two written documents, among many others, confirm this 
statement as to the actual condition of the colony three 
months after Sir William Nicolay had assumed the govern- 
ment. They both describe the condition of the same one 
small single district of the island. 

One is a letter from Col. Simpson, commanding the garri- 
son at Mahebourg on the 30th March, 1833 ; another, a 
letter fi*om Regnaud the civil commissary (and therefore the 
two principal district authorities, civil and military,) to 
Brodelet, which was seized among the latter's papers, and is 
dated a week before Mr. Jeremie's return, (April 21st, 1833). 

" Mahebourg, March ^9th, 1833. 
" My dbab Sir, 

" I received your note last night, on the subject of raising 
a subscription for Tronc, the carrier, and am unwilling to meddle with the mat- 
ter for the foUowing reasons : — 

** In the first place, the man is carrying on bis trade as briskly as oyer ; so 
that he has exaggerated his statements to you in saying he was deprived of his 
bread : he is in no want whatever. 

** In the next place, any interference on the part of the military in favour of 
this poor persecuted man would, I am certain, do him mischief. 

** It is the law, not the regiment, that he should look to ; and were we to 
raise a subscription for his relief, in a night or two he would have every cart 
and horse destroyed. 

" As his excellency has suggested that we down here might be serviceable 
to the poor man, I beg you will inform him of these my decided opinions, as my 
reasons for abstaining from any interference in the carrier's favour. 

'* There are several individuals here on sufferance, who ought to be removed. 
Three or four revolutionary Frenchmen, of the worst principles* and of the 
lowest character, appear to me to carry on infinite mischief under our very 
noses, at this place. So long as such people are permitted to remain, things 
never can get right, for the laws are nothing to them, while there is no local 
authority to enforce them. 

" When yon were last here, I thought the people were inclined to come 
round by degprees ; but since the talk of Mr. Jeremie they are again altered, and 
more averse to give any obedience. 

" They have constant meetings at a certain house near this ; they shun me 
more than formerly; and I am quite certain that their < reunions' are for no 
good purposes. 

" The coloured population is persecuted, but dares not complain. The 
attack on the carrier was for bringing a barrel down to a coloured shopkeeper. 
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It IB shameful that sach a state of things should exist ; and the goings on, 
down in this quarter, deserve serious investigation. What is wanting is 
simply this, honest and fearless local authority, who will resist hribery and with- 
stand threats. 

" Believe me always 

" Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) " JAMES SIMPSON. 

** P. S. — Since writing the enclosed I have been informed of three guns being 
eoncealed at Mens. Cherval's. This is very likely to be true ; but if so, it is 
nothing new, and belongs to the system of the volunteers of old, 

** It would be well worth while, however, to verify the information, because 
it would remain for Cherval to account for the circumstance : and I strongly 
recommend some trustworthy person being sent in the dark with the informant, 
to see whether the thing is true or not. As your son has written to you more 
liilly on this matter, and given you the name of the informer, I will conclude. 

(Signed) " J. S.". 

Regnaud's letter was curious, not only from his account 
of the state of his district, which he described as utterly 
lawless, "anarchy being at its height;" but, from its being 
addressed by him, the appointed and salaried agent of 
government, not to the king's government, but to Brodelet, 
the actual governor, the chief of volunteers of his district, 
and its representative in the colonial committee. It is with 
him that he co-operated and communicated confidentially; 
treating the government, his employers, as their only ene- 
mies, and expressing his fears that their own excesses might 
cause a re-action in favour of the few friends the govern- 
ment had left. 

To show, by one instance more, the estimation in which 
the late change in the government was held, it has been 
proved, by a curious coincidence, that the drilling and 
training of the volunteers recommenced exactly at the ex- 
piration of one week from the date of the promulgation of the 
king's proclamation for suppressing them; the very police- 
man who had stuck up that proclamation having on that day 
week (being Sunday) accidentally gone into the country, and 
passed by a field in which he saw them at drill. 



CHAP. IV. 

PROCEEDINGS AT MAURITIUS TO THE PERIOD OF THE 

STATE TRIALS. 

Immediately on Mr. Jeremie's resumption of his duties, 
Mr. Reddie was sworn into his appointment. 

The next step taken by the government was to arrest the 
person named Joseph Pieretti, already alluded to, which was 
done by a warrant, applied for by the chief of police, acting 
under the governor's directions, and granted by Mr. Reddie. 
The facts of this individual's case, which has been repeatedly 
mentioned, though not understood, in England, are simply 
these. 

Joseph Pieretti, a Corsican by birth, had resided in the 
island for some years with an uncle, and had been involved 
in various disputes; he had killed a person in a duel, but on 
inquiry he was discharged by the magistrates. . Persisting in 
his turbulent conduct, Sir Charles Colville had, on repeated 
occasions, directed him to quit the island as an alien. 

That this right of the governor has been repeatedly exercised, 
from the period of the settlement of Mauritius, both under the 
French and British administrations, up to the present time, is 
unquestionable. Indeed, in the French colonies, the gover- 
nor's authority is still more extensive; he possessed the right 
to remove even a native colonist, up to the year 1826; and 
even now his right, in this respect, extends to all, except per- 
sons bom in the colony, or married there; others, aliens, or 
native Frenchmen, being still subject to removal on his order. 



If. 
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And that such a right should be lodged somewhere appears 
to be indubitable, for it is a known and common practice in 
France, to commute sentences of imprisonment for a long 
period, or transportation for a short one, to an exclusion from 
their European territory, with peonission to settle in the 
colonies, where those parties are duly reported by the French 
minister to the colonial authorities. They are generally, of 
course, persons of good connexions, and respectable edu- 
eati<»i, who have sufficient influence to obtain this favour. 
Now most of them, on ascertaining how easily they are 
received elsewhere, immediately take an opportunity of with- 
drawing from their own colonies, where they are well known, 
to the neighbouring settlements, British, Dutch, or Danish, 
where they are unknown; and it is these men, the very 
refuse of the French, who too often spread disaffection in our 
own dependencies. Free ingress and egress should therefore 
be allowed all strangers, but they never should be per- 
mitted to interfere with public mattei*s, or with the politics of 
those places whose hospitality they enjoy. 

What Sir Charles Colville's immediate motive may have 
been, for directing the removal of this person, is unknown, but 
Joseph Pieretti openly resisted it ; so that Sir William 
Nicolay found himself engaged in the outset in this contest. 
He, as it appears, confirmed Sir Charles Colville's instructions, 
and Pieretti treated him as he had. done his predecessor; but 
on hearing, what soon became known, that Sir William 
Nicolay had ordei*s to remove several aliens of note, and espe- 
cially Adam, his case assumed a more serious aspect, for the 
usurping powers determined at once to make their stand with 
Pieretti, and accordingly he in the boldest manner defied the 
government. 

The day after Mr. Jeremie's return. Sir William Nicolay sent 
the papers to him, requesting his opinion both on the point of 
law, and on that of expediency. Mr. Jeremie replied, that the 
governor had the right to remove aliens, but as to the cxpe- 
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diency he declined giving an opinion^ fitating^ as a motive, 
that among other charges against Pieretti, he found it reported 
in the papers, that he was one of the individuals who had been 
singled out for the purpose of making a direct attempt upon 
his own life; that therefore he trusted the governor would act 
entirely on his own judgment and discretion. The result was 
the warrant to remove Pieretti. 

Pieretti immediately applied to Mr. Blackburn's court to 
cancel the warrant; when Mr. Jeremie, for the first time, inter- 
posed by raising the objection, that this was an act of the 
governor's, which, therefore, the local courts could not take 
cognizance of; that every governor was responsible for his 
actions to the authorities and courts of law at home, but that 
no subordinate power, legal or administrative, in his govern- 
ment, could overrule his directions ; a principle which had been 
hitherto considered incontrovertible in colonial constitutional 
law. The court, however, entered on the merits, and declared 
the warrant granted by Mr. Reddie, irregular. A second 
warrant was immediately obtained from the same magistrate, 
which was drawn up verbatim on similar documents used for 
years together by his predecessors. It was again over-ruled, 
and Pieretti liberated a second time, with a further order from 
the court not to apprehend him for twice twenty-four hours ; 
the court thus rendering themselves, in fact, the executive 
government of the country. Mr. Jeremie reported these cir- 
cumstances to his excellency, and in the then distracted state 
of the colony advised that " a more direct collision with the court, 
by setting their orders at open defiance, should be avoided,'* 
but that at the expiration of the time allowed by the court, he 
would cause Pieretti to be an^ested anew, and he would further 
give directions that he should not be produced in court if 
claimed by them. This the governor approved of, and the 
court did not think proper to carry the point further. He was 
therefore removed from the colony, after some delay, to which 
Mr. Jeremie was a stranger. 



•v. 
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Such is, in a few words, the history of Pieretti ; and it will 
be seen that Mr. Jeremie's share in the whole transaction 
was purely ministerial. He was merely called upon to defend 
an act of the govemor's, when it had been already executed; 
and though he considered, as is now admitted on all sides, 
that the proceeding was strictly regular and legal, still his 
sentiments as to its expediency were and are still the same; 
he viewed it, in short, with extreme disgust. 

The motive ostensibly assigned, viz., his protection, could 
not but be singularly o£rensive, and, it may be, those who 
adopted the step, suggested it because it would be offensive; 
then the government humbled itself unworthily, he conceived, 
by entering into a collision with such a person, but especially 
he viewed it as something worse than a non-execution, as a 
mischievous evasion of Lord Ripon's instructions, as a con- 
tinuance in a vicious course of policy, peculiar to Mauritius, 
but quite characteristic of that colony for years past. 

His lordship had directed certain foreigners, who had held 
a command there, to be removed. These aliens, men of some 
influence, leading intriguers, violently disaffected, are lefl un- 
touched: but an apothecary's apprentice, a man quite desti- 
tute, who. will have considered this species of martyrdom as a 
perfect God-send, is arrested in their stead. Thus the remedy 
is evaded, but the colonists have a new grievance. Nor was 
Joseph Pieretti the only martyr of the kind; they had 
arrested another old decrepid Portuguese fisherman, named 
Christophe, who would soon also have become an eminent 
character; and they were looking out for others of the same / 
stamp, while the Baudots, the Adams, the Liennards, were 
drilling and plotting in perfect security. Unfortunately in 
Pieretti's case, the government stood committed — ^to release 
him was impossible; but Christophe was forthwith set at 
lai^e. 

At that time, reports of public outrages were pouring into 
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the department from all quarters^ and the actual condition of 
the countiy was too clearly ascertained. 

Now on coolly considering this state of things^ it appeared 
to the procureur-general that not an hour wad to be* lost in 
taking some decisive step^ except government were resolved to 
renounce its authority, not only over Mauritius; but over the 
whole of its eastern dependencies, communities which had 
shown themselves sensitively alive to all that had occurred 

there. 

A proclamation dated 24th of May, calling in all weapons 
of war and ammunition, was therefore submitted io the go- 
vernor; nor was this done, until Mr. Jeremie was not only 
fully assured of the truth of the facts therein set forth, not 
from hearsay, or from other equivocal evidence, nor until he 
had positive confidential information that the colonial com- 
mittee and the bar had actually considered and debated 
whether they should not renew the scenes of the preceding 
year, and offer again what they termed a passive resistance to 
goveraraent. 

The draft of this proclamation was accompanied by a letter 
to hi^ excellency, stating, that should the opposite party think 
fit to excute it in a spirit of good faith, Mr. Jeremie would 
then be the foremost in advising the governor to suspend all 
further proceedings of a coercive nature against them, in the 
hope that their submission would be accepted at home, as a 
sufficient justification for the govenor's acting with gene- 
rosity, and even for refi:aimng to enforce Lord Goderich's 
express instructions respecting Mr. Adam. 

But the inhabitants from every district solemnly sent in de- 
clarations that they actually had no arms or military weapons 
in the colony : these papers came in generally signed ; not a 
district was there in which their leaders and followers did not 
protest, whilst they secretly issued a counter-circular, direct- 
ing the arms to be concealed or destroyed. 
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A search took place in consequence at Brodelet's, whicli 
was ineffectual; and Brodelet presented a most vehement 
remonstrance to the governor, declaring solemnly on his 
honour that he had never possessed any dep6t for arms or 
military stores. 

All these solemn asseverations, combined with their secret 
circular, either {umished proof so complete of their original 
designs, of their future intentions, of the contempt in which 
they held the government, and of their resolution to perse- 
vere in their endeavours to blindfold that government, or 
of the error in which the government itself lay, that the 
fullest inquiry and investigation be<^ame indispensable, and 
accordingly it was forthwith entered upon by the governor 
and executive council. 

The first result was the enforcement, by the governor's 
order, of Lord Goderich's instructions with regard to Mr. 
Adam. 

Its next, the arrest of Mr. Brodelet and four others for 
high treason, by the governor's proclamation. 

The leading point, on which the factious party of the 
colonists and the local government had joined issue, was as 
to the fire-arms — ^which coupled with the general condition of 
the country, with numerous other facts already detailed, such 
as their continued drilling, with their recent most solemn 
denials as to these arms, and other important information, in- 
volved a charge of continued rebellious conspiracy. 

Were they right in reporting that no new arms had beeii 
imported — ^that ihey were possessed of none — ^that the few 
muskets seen were old slaves' plantation muskets, withdrawn 
from the watchmen — ^was it a fact, in short, that throughout 
the colony they could only muster six muskets, and not a 
single pike or other military weapon ? 

It now appears, as elicited on Brodelet's trial, that from 
the month of March, 1832, to the month of January, 1833, 
arms were introduced into the colony clandestinely by differ^ 
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ent vessels from Bourbon and elsewhere. The " Aure" was 
seized in June, 1832; the " Saucy Jack" in January, 1833, 
with arms; the "Angelique," the "Constance," and the 
" Tiger," vessels trading between the island of Bourbon and 
Madagascar, are proved to have been thus engaged in 1832. 

Several hundred stand of arms were exported from Mauri- 
tius for Madagascar, and numbers of these subsequently 
relanded on the coast. This was proved to have occurred 
twice to one vessel ; and in addition to the regular armourers, 
who sold and repaired muskets, no less than four depots of 
arms were established by oflScers of rank in the volunteers, 
one a member of the bar in the town of Port Louis ; the 
names of the vendors were specified, and there were three 
depots at Riviere du Rempart, and two at Grand Port, 
Brodelet's being one. 

These facts were established by persons who visited the 
depots, and actually bought arms and saw them sold as ^ en 
depot," And, as regards Brodelet in particular, a witness 
formerly in his employ stated that arms were brought down 
to Brodelet's, mixed up in cases with paper for rooms (papier 
fl tapisser). 

Another, a neighbouring farmer, mentioned that Brodelet 
showed him fifty or sixty stand of arms in a small dwelling- 
house converted into a store on his premises. 

An armourer employed by the volunteers deposed, that he 
repaired and examined 150 stand of arms at another neigh- 
bour's, that Brodelet had nearly the same quantity, and that 
when Brodelet assumed the command these arms also were 
carried to Brodelet's — ^that he himself accompanied the cart 
to Brodelet's gate; and upwards of thirty witnesses declared 
that Brodelet publicly offered ammunition muskets to all the 
volunteers who chose to purchase them, on paynient of £2 
sterling per musket. Some added, that, on one occasion, 
Brodelet said that he had only twenty left ; but that he ex- 
pected more from the exterior. Others again stated, that 
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every one, without exceptioD, of the captains of that district 
offered muskets at the same price, which they were to get at 
Brodelet's, and they had samples of these new muskets in 
their guard-houses ; and no less than five or six of the persons 
called for the defence did, on cross-examination, admit that 
they had bought new military muskets at Brodelet's, at the 
stated price of £2 sterling, or ten dollars. Finally the same 
witness, their own armourer, established this fact, that scarcely 
twenty-four hours before the chief of police went to search 
Brodelet's establishment, he, the witness, accompanied by 
Mr. Brodelet's own blacksmith, entered the small house or 
store, where those muskets were deposited, to ascertain 
whether there were any remaining, having been informed that 
Brodelet, in consequence of the recent proclamation respect- 
ing arms, was distributing his depot among the neighbouring 
small planters ; and that, on his entering the. room, he there 
saw and reckoned a dozen new muskets, with bayonets, in a 
comer, together with a whole heap of bayonets, full forty in 
number, which were on the table. He and Brodelet's black- 
smith then hurried down to the chief commissary ; but before 
they could return, these arms had also disappeared. 

As to pikes, five different witnesses declared that Brodelet 
had two pikes as models, which he exhibited at the different 
guard-houses, adding, that he was preparing weapons of that 
description ; and it was shown that on the 22nd of June there 
were pikes with complete handles, and ready for use in the 
guard-houses of Port Louis ; whilst overseer O'Brien's report 
from Flacq showed that in that quarter, on that very day, 
whilst the free population were armed with muskets, some of 
their negroes accompanied them to the field armed with 
pikes. 

As to cannon, two witnesses declared that application 
was made to the former to put two pieces of cannon in 
order, which had been at Col. Cherval's from jthe ts^kin^ of 
tb^ island. 
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Another, who was formeriy a corporal of French artillery 
and then a lieutenant of volunteers, declared that Cherval 
had four pieces, two of which he was reported to have given 
up, having retained the other two; whilst another witness 
certified that he saw these two at Cherval's in 1832, when 
engaged in repairing the small arms. Every one of the 
armourers of the quarter, four in number, declared that they 
were employed in cleaning and repairing ammunition mus- 
kets, 8cc., throughout the period of excitement in 1832; and 
that offers had been made them to forge pikes. 

Finally, the chief commissary of police deposed, that he 
had information of 2800 muskets having been clandestinely 
introduced, independently of the large quantities of military 
arms that were already here; but, as the return furnished him 
might be exaggerated, he would not make oath to the recent 
introduction of above half the quantity ; but those on oath, 
he was convinced, were newly imported — ^he declared that 
one-third of the volunteers in town, which third would exceed 
700 men, were armed with regular military muskets, and he 
had information of three other vessels, loaded with arms, 
being momentarily expected when the proclamation appeared 
in May, 1833. 

Two of these vessels actually did appear ; they put into Port 
Louis under different pretences, all equally frivolous. One 
was destined for Sincapore, the other came fi'om Nantes, with 
a few cattle ; this happened in the early part of June, but the 
admiral was then in the harbour, and the proclamation was 
promulgated, which induced them to declare their armS| and 
lodge them at " entrepot" for re-exportation. 

There wete 600 stand of French arms on board one, and 
300 on board the other. The third was an American, and the 
procureur-general had an intimation at the time, that she had 
been warned off at the northern extremity of the island, so 
that she did not appear. 

The police was also informed, that full five hundred stand 
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beyond the quantity declared, were on boatd on6 of thesd 
French vessels. She was searched, but only ifrhen already t 
week at anchor. I'he whol^ cargo Iva^ fbtmd iti the gfeate«t 
confusion ; it had evidently beeii recently disturbed, btlt of 
(bourse there were no more arms, this vessel was consigned 
to Messrs. Barb^ and Adkm, the volunteer chiefs. 

Here then was information to the extent of full 2000 mt)t€ 
Momentarily expected, at the Very time the proclamation camd 
out — information which W«is a Very feW days aftetWatds dotl- 
finned by the arrival of two of these three vessels, loaded in 
the manner anticipated. 

And all this was done contrary to the exptess commands 
of the governor, Sir Charles Colville, tvho had ditectly prohi- 
bited the use of military fire-arins, tis proved by the heads of 
the staff, and fcy Brodelet's own letters. 

In short, even the defence was at length Compelled to give 
up the point ; they admitted that they hkd had ammunition 
muskets, and based their defence On this, that tvhatevet might 
taVe been Sir Charles Colville'^ opinion, or original intention, 
he had sanctioned their being used by his silence, and on one 
occasion by his positive assent ; and they did prove that five 
or six Tower muskets, apparently old, having been seized as 
prohibited weapons, his excellency had ordered them to be 
delivered up to a captain of the volunteers. They also urged, 
ihat when he had himself announced arms of this kind for 
sale, though for exportation,* he could not but see that some 
would fall into the hands of the volunteers, and that ihe 
number was exaggerated. 

Such was the state of things as regards the colonists up to 
t1ie issual of the proclamation of the 22nd of August, 1833. 

Now, beford proceeding further, it is requisite to ask whether 
such proceedings could have occurred so immediately after 

* WhicS had ftctuaUy been dond in 1832. 

o2 
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the events of 1832, had not a party there fully relied on the 
steady, sure, and uncompromising partisanship of persons high 
in authority, on the bold and unequivocal countenance of 
many, on the cunning, covert, but not less certain adherence of 
others, had they not known and felt that some bond of union, 
so strong, so sure, held them together, that the cause of the 
colonists was the cause of its functionaries, and that, however 
some might keep up appearances for a time, the risk of inquiry, 
the dread of a scrutiny, would bring them together with few 
exceptions as one man ? 

This leads to painful but necessary details respecting the 
administration, executive and j-udicial, in that island. 

Shortly after Mr. Jeremie had resumed his duties, his atten- 
tion was called to the state of the registrar of slaves' office. 
This investigation took several months ; it was scrupulously 
gone into ; and as this is a matter of great moment not only 
to the government but the colonists themselves, involving a 
claim of £2,000,000 sterling on the British treasury as their 
portion of the indemnification, awarded under the Emancipa- 
tion Act, it is a duty, in the fewest words, to state how it 
stands. 

The commissioners of eastern inquiry, after a minute inves- 
tigation on the spot, which lasted nearly two years, reported 
to Sir G. Murray, in 1828, that the slave trade had been carried 
on illegally for a length of time, and to a considerable extent, 
in the island of Mauritius. 

The number of persons unlawfully held in slavery was not 
stated, but the inference was drawn at that period that half 
the persons in bondage there were illegal importations or their 
descendants. An admission to this extent was made to the 
leading gentlemen of the Anti-slavery Society, by the then se- 
cretary of state, and measures were contemplated by him for 
the purpose of enabling these persons to establish their right 
to freedom ; but shortly afterwards Lord Grey's administration 
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was formed, and Sir G. Murray was succeeded by the Earl of 
Ripon. 

The news of these intended measures^ as above related^ 
served as a pretence for the events of September, 1830. Lord 
Ripon was not, however, deterred, and he shortly afterwards 
appointed Mr. Jeremie to the office of public prosecutor, for 
the purpose, among others, of investigating these claims and 
enforcing justice. 

But, setting aside cases of illegal importation, there are 
innumerable others of irregular registration which require to 
be seriously looked into, and which ought to be investigated 
by the,»same officers. 

Official documents, already made public, prove that from 
the year 1814 to 1826 the registration office was a mere farce 
at Mauritius. In the latter year a second order in council 
was passed: this had no better effect; for it is impossible to 
imagine an irregularity of which the slave registration office 
does not still supply examples. 

The registrations are generally equally open to suspicion, 
and in numberless cases equally fabricated and fraudulent. 

To such an extent did it appear that the contempt of this 
portion of the colonists for the government had reached, that 
even on Mr. Jeremie's first departure, nearly 30,000 slaves 
remained unregistered on the census of that year, the planters 
having resolved not to pay the usual fees on registration, and 
having confirmed this, their written resolution, by an oath ! 
But the registrar remained satisfied with acquainting the 
parties that he would not register, instead of giving back these 
returns when presented to him, which will probably be con- 
sidered as a bar to the forfeiture otherwise entailed ; but this 
fact does not the less show to how great an extent this contu* 
macy and spirit of resistance to lawful authority was carried. 

These facts were proved beyond doubt by Mr. Jeremie's 
report, which showed that here was every species of irregu- 
larity, fraud, and falsification, running through a series of 
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y«ars, N%me8| fiexQf^^ apg^, all chfmged to mt ft purp9«9» 
The original returns cut, pasted over, made anew — some uv^ 
sworn, and unsigned ; others, if pwom or piguedj tl^e sigoiitfire 
ayid oath had been pasted on them from other documents j half 
the slaves on the very laftt occasion being unregistered altog^ 
ther, in very defiance of the government ; and 9xu41y, soma 
officers, vrith high salaries and ample assistance, certifying <m 
repeated occasions that they had actually am} personally 
inspected, exatt^ined, closely scrutinized slaves who for yoftrs 
had never approached the countryi and, for aught that appears^ 
had no existence. 

Shortly afterwards a written complaint was transmitted to 
Mr. J^reipie of the corrupt state of the police and a braooh of the 
nevenue departmepts, which reodered further inqpiry requisite { 
and from the grave nature of the facts stated, som^ other pub* 
lie ofllceia were, at his request, united with Mr. Jeremie io 
eendueting it, including ih^ heads of the two departmaots 
implicated. The result justified the complaint to its full 

Scarcely inras this inquiry concluded, when a gentleman 
{lolding the two appointments of guardian of vacant eitateSi a 
litpation which entitles him to the administration of all pro» 
parties of which the owners die without leaving an execitfer 
or heir in the country, and which, therefor^, in a {daoe lik« 
Mauritius, is of great responsibility, and of registrar of the 
Court of Admiralty — died, and both his offices were fi>und 
tp be on a. par with the remaining branches <^ the ad- 
ministration. 

In examining the prisons it became the duty of Mr. Jeremie's 
deputy and him&elf to liberate on one day sixty-^sev^i prison*- 
^rs, who had been confined there for different periods, somQ for 
y^ars, without a single document or even a vestige of a docu- 
ment to prove for what charge they had been committed ; on 
another occasion they released twenty-five more. 

Again, several mercantile characters, long in a state of bank- 
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.'W^y, were at lengthy owing to the integrity and finnness of 
M^ Reddie^ compelled to convene their creditors and to appoint 
aiHi^iM^s. Certain involved estates were also brought to sale. 
These proc^ipga brought to light two new facts ; the first 
show9 bow great was the dread and terror of the vengeance of 
:the coJonial h^x$ and the leaders of anarchy, even as relates to 
the moat pdvaAe transactions ; for though the creditors of on^ 
of these firms, without number, besieged their dopra, entreating 
Mr. Jeremie and Mr. Laborde, the procureur du roi , to take 
meaausea to secure for them a remnant of their property—- none 
dared st^ forward in their own persons; they dreaded perse- 
cution, ruiiiy even death. 

MeasBces were, taken accordingly, and in desfHte of oppo- 
.aition tiiey carried the case successfully through the loc|^ 
courts* But what then occurred ? The parties, by a collusive 
tuit, in wkicb the focmalities requisite in such cases, for the put- 
l^oae of enabling the respondents to appear, were delibemtely 
evaded^ obtained a refessal of the judgm^its of both the 
Mauritius courts firom the privy council. 

imd next — it was oo occasion of one of these bankruptcies 
that the fact transpiTed, that the slaves' registry-office, as 
a cheek on Qficial slaveholders, was worse than mefficient ; 
thai to reeur to ks returns as furnishing data of tiie number of 
slave pispriet(vs in office, Vas mere shufiKag ; that the law was, 
hf a r^neAaent in prevarication, palpably evaded, mertgages 
being wibstituted for sates, or fictitious transfers being made 
to friends and relatives; and that foremost in these transa^ 
tions stood many very eminent functionaries. 

Thas was Mr. Jeremie making discoveries from day to day 
sufficient to stagger the most detennined men, and to throw the 
most tranquil settlement into utter confusion; and yet even in 
tile midst of tins was he also compelled to defend and to incur 
the odium and responsibility of measures he disapproved of, as 
in the case of Pieretti, or to endeavour to convince a chief 
unwilling to be convinced, and who, in acknowledging himself 
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convinced, must, owing to the course he had commenced upon, 
have acknowledged his inefficiency, as in that of Adam ; and 
here he cannot but quote one or two instances more^ as tend* 
ing to evince the nature of the difficulties that environed him. 

A person called Worthington, master of a merchant-ship, 
had been fined £100 in the admiralty court at the suit of the 
customs. On his return to Bengal he inserted in the Indian 
papers a most libellous account of his case, strongly reflecting 
on the chief judge and collector, and also oa the governor; and 
these papers he, on his next visit, transmitted to Sir William 
Nicolay, with reflections more virulent still, and a request, or 
rather a command, to forward them to Downing-street. 

The governor referred these papers to Mr. Jeremie for pro- 
secution, if an action lay ; he replied that an action did lie, but 
that it would be very inexpedient; that the man's object was 
evidently to obtain notoriety; he was clearly. connected with 
these newspapers, and wanted a grievance ; he, therefore, sug- 
gested that the papers should be sent back to Worthington, 
with directions to address the governor more respectfully; and 
in short, that, such a letter should be written as the occasion 
warranted, and which he might print if he chose. 

The governor wrote back, with his own hand, to desire Mr. 
Jeremie to reconsider his opinion, and especially to observe 
how greatly the chief judge's feelings must be wounded. He, 
of course, took this as a command, concluded that Mr. Black- 
bum's name could not have been used without his consent, and 
prosecuted. Worthington was fined and imprisoned. 

Upon this, he petitioned the governor for a remission of his 
imprisonment — it was graciously granted, and he returned to 
India ; but> immediately that he had reached theriBy public 
meetings were convened, memorials from the mercantile body 
prepared, a correspondence between Mr. Blackburn and Wor- 
thington's counsel appeared in the papers, in which the former 
disclaimed all knowledge of the prosecution. His and Sir 
William Nicolay's humanity was lauded to the skies, whilst 
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the "tyranny of Mr. Jeremie'* formed the favourite theme of 
every paper from Bombay, in the north, to the extreme limits 
of Van Dieman's, for months to come. 

Under these praises it pleased his excellency and Mr. 
Blackburn to remain as silent as Mr. Jeremie felt it his duty 
to do under their abuse; whilst, as the species of freemasonry 
existing among journalists is well known, they persisted in 
their hostility to the last, so much so, that when the breach 
between the governor and Mr. Jeremie became notorious, they 
actually attributed its origin to the latter's cruel persecution 
of the injured Worthington — a proceeding so opposed to his 
excellency's liberal and enlightened views. 

Take another case. One of Mr. Jeremie's first steps was to 
apply for the removal of two noted partizans, and to solicit 
the appointment of two trustworthy subordinates in his own 
department. He applied in vain, until he declined placing 
prosecutions for public offences in the hands of such men, 
except on a special order: this occurred in May and June; 
but how was its effect defeated ? Among the functionaries 
who had voted for his expulsion in July, 1832, there were two 
magistrates who had, even on other grounds, been removed 
by His Majesty's government from office; they were instantly 
appointed judges of the supreme court ; two other magistrates, 
against whom neither of these grounds of objection existed, 
and with regard to one of whom the governor now stood 
deeply indebted, his father being one of the two privy coun- 
cillors who had alone adhered to him on Sir William Nicolay's 
arrival, being thus unceremoniously dismissed or appointed to 
humbler stations, and in this way the progress of one day was 
worse than defeated on the next; for not only did the court 
become the focus or centre of faction, but as men will be men, 
Mr. Bestel, the father, stung at this unjust and most arbitrary 
proceeding, endeavoured to raise an opposition in the new 
council, and, being defeated, he resigned in disgust ; so that 
at the very outset one of the most powerful families in the 
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country; which had given the strongest pledges of its fidelity 
to government, was driven to range itself again among its 
most vehement adversaries. 

Now, throughout this whole period of anxiety and toil, 
though he miglU have urged causes of complaint, Mr. Jeremie 
defies any perscm to produce a line to quote an expression 
di^cespectfiil towards the c^cer whose conduct was so open 
Jto observation. So long as a gleam of hope, a shadow of 
a chance remained of succeeding by exIuNrtalions and friendly 
persuasion, these means alone were adopted, and this appliefi 
as much to Mr. Reddie as himself. But when, at tike e^d 
of scarce three months, they found that the sole lewaid of 
all their exertions was the piospeot of being sent be^re 
such tribunals on trial, for imaginary chai^ep^ involving 
honour and life--and yet for acts done in the boividen 
exeeution of their duty; that in Mr. Jeranie^s case^ for 
iq^wards of two months, the governor and chi^ judge 
were engaged in deliberating on the most convenient hk^ 
of bringing about this unheard of consiunmati<m ; he did, 
indeed, assume the only position compatible with his pah 
s<mal safety — ^he did, indeed, lemonst^te — ^he did speak ont, 
manfully and successfully, and so did Mr. Reddie— be did foir 
Mr. Jeremie as the latter had done for hkn. 

A statement of these examples will t^ to develop anoiber 
unparalleled feature of this society — that of eonvertiag the 
king's courts into instruments of the foulest persecution. 

In the month of May, 1833, and on the very day that the 
first proclamation i^peared, seven persons were taken up in 
the act of assaulting a miUtary post, and detained until morsh 
ing, when the case was reported to Mr. Jeremie, who, without 
losing a moment, drew up an ample statement to the gover- 
nor, explaining the course that he concaved should be 
pursued, and stating that they should be detained in close 
custody until he knew his excellency's pleasure. This report 
was in the governor's hands in an hpur's time ; he alsp w^uted 
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99 the %QV^pB^r, itnd obt|imed }u3 fiauctioA to thmr being 
visited by tbeir friends ; but his excellency took a we^k to 
determine a point that might have been settled in seven 
mipttt#4 : finally be decided in conformity to Mr. Jeremie's 
suggestion, which w&d in less than ten minutes announced to 
tbeiB, and they were released on bail. 

Thuf it will appear that Mr, Jeremie was mereljr the chan-* 
ue\ of ^communication betweefi the governor and th^ prisoners; 
they were legally arrested by otherS| as legally detained by 
the goyeni<^; and released by the governor— the case vras 
subsequ^^ntly tried in th^ usual course, when they were con* 
victed and adjudged to suffer imprisonment; from which 
judgment th^y appealed, but the appeal has not been pros^? 
puted. 

, So th^ )9iatt$r stood ; the governor and Mr. Jeremie weore 
apparently proceeding together in harmony in those seriou9 
ftnd importaAt measures^ which, for a short time, restored 
order. Adam had bfien ordered off, the investigation whi<^ 
led to the is^ual of the second proclamation, denouncing a 
^rtain party ^s persons entertaining a de^p-rooted hate of 
^ British crown and government, was in progress ; nay, th^ 
diaft of that proclamation waa actually drawn up and ap* 
proved, when Mr. Jeremie was informed that hia excellency 
]b%d been for two whole months in actual communication with 
the heads of that very faction, as to the most convenient 
ipode of taking Mr. Jeremie before them on a capital charge, 
arising from the above circumstances, and that the chief 
j^dgebsid pointed out the course which he recommended to be 
adopted. 

Now, taking it at the worst, supposing these men to have 
been illegally detained, which Mr. Jeremie denies; their 
r^nedy amounted at best to an action for damages against 
the governor, to be prosecuted in England ; but how, except 
the documents were actually there to show that it is was so-^ 
Jiow this detention could be charged capitally against any 
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one^ would suq>a8s human comprehension. At Mauritius alone 
could such an idea have entered a man's mind; but so it was* 
Mr. Jeremie was to have been taken, not before a civil tri« 
bunal,nor even before the court of police, as a misdemeanant; 
but actually before the court of criminal assize. 

It may be imagined that there is some highly aggravating 
circumstance withheld, the statement is so incredible. He 
pledges his word of honour there is not, and that such is the 
plain, unvarnished truth. 

This process having arrived at a stage that it became 
requisite to communicate it to Mr. Laborde, he and Mr. 
Reddie waited on the governor. They remonstrated, as it 
seemed to them, in vain; and at last, actually laid their com- 
missions on his table. They then called on Mr. Jeremie, and, 
as may be well supposed, he, on discovering this chasm yawn- 
ing beneath his feet, remonstrated also. The governor, in 
consequence, expressed himself convinced, and announced 
that he would not follow up the proceedings. 

It is this remonstrance, these letters from Mr. Reddie and 
himself, papers drawn up when they thus stood between life 
and death, with the governor's proclamation denouncing these 
men as the most hardened and deliberate of rebels on the one 
side, and the same governor's suggestion to send him for trial 
for his life before them, whilst he in the same breath directed 
him also to prosecute them on the other, — that have been 
deemed disrespectful, and that first exposed him to the censure 
of Lord Stanley. 

Mr. Reddie's case was briefly as follows. He had pre- 
sumed to exercise his own judgment in a civil case, where, to 
use the language of the highest law authorities elsewhere, the 
only astonishment was, how such a question could be made 
matter of doubt. But in so doing, he had deprived the in- 
surgent goveniment of £3000 a year, which they had the 
unexampled audacity to levy on the people, at the expense 
of the king's government, by means of a tax on advertise- 
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ments; and for this also was he to have been fined and impri 
soned, under some fancied or strained enactment of thii^- 
infamous code. 

Here again the chief judge had afforded the attorneys who 
had presented the petition, his countenance, when Mr. Jeremie 
stepped in, and the tables were turned on themselves, two of 
them being suspended. 

Nor are Messrs. Reddie and Jeremie the only victims of 
this unexampled system. Captain Polkinghome not only 
lost two of his seamen by a deliberate murder, but he was 
actually condemned in heavy damages to their assassin; for 
having used his endeavours to apprehend him in* open day; 
Mr. Jeremie had, however, reached the colony before they, 
had an opportunity of following up proceedings, and they 
found it convenient to desist. 

In the case of Grand Port, already noticed, several persons 
were to have perished on the scaffold, under a judicial pro- 
cess, followed up by Mr. Remono, on a charge of treason to 
the insurgents, and fidelity to the crown ; loyalty and fidelity 
to British interests being apparently the worst species of 
treason, in the eyes of His Britannic Majesty's judicial au- 
thorities at Mauritius. 

Mr. Thomas, protector of slaves, had formerly made a re- 
port to government, pointing out the impossibility of carrying 
his cases through the court. Sir Charles Colville communi- 
cated this report to the chief judge, the chief judge to the 
bar, and he, Mr. Thomas, was also under prosecution accord- 
ingly. 

Thus was every man faithful to his duty, from the highest 
ms^strate to the lowest yeoman, if not destroyed by fire or 
other public outrage, as certainly ruined, crushed, and sacri- 
ficed by the instrumentality of the courts, whilst every culprit, 
however positive his guilt, if his disaffection were notorious, 
with equal certainty escaped. 

Such was the state of things, when as if still fiirther to 
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complicftte OjSkinSi dt^itdy confiis6d beyond (gxftmpl^y in^^ 
the despatch of March, 1833, tcspecting the pencil code,* with 
orders to promulgate the most binding portion of ito conteiits, 
btit Mrithout the protnif^d chitrter, tind without th6 proiniited 
judges ; do thiat in li^H than one tnonth th^e appeated, 

Isti The goremor's proclamationi denoiiiicing Cett&in Iead« 
ing colonists as traitors. 

2hd. The attempt to bring Mn Jeremie to a criminal trial 
before them. 

3rd. The same attempt with regard to Mr. Reddie. 

4thi The king's proclamation, charging the judges, the 
chief of whom was implicated in both thesei attempti§, with a 
direct and active participation In the treasons denounced by 
the governor. 

All this occurred in a country convulsed to its Centre. 

Bo matters stood — the state of the administration on the One 
hand, of the colony on the other, being brought fully i6 vie#, 
when Mr. Jeremie found that there remained no taiddlg 
course, — ^that he must either openly connive at, and becotne a 
party to practices which in his opinion could bear ho second 
construction, or enter again on a contest, such as once iii 
his life, in another hemisphere, he had been compelled to 
engage in, and therefore of which few could better appreciate 
the difficulties and the danger. 

But his position was in every respect d, forced one ; the 
regular period for the trials for treason had arrived, whilst 
then forcibly arose this important question— by whom Were 
they to be tried ? — ^by judges labouring under a direct charge 
from the crown, implicating them as accomplices ! by judges 
who, as there was too much reason to fear, were illegally on 
the bench, — ^they having, in defiance of that solemn clause in 
the recent charter, engaged in speculations in property culti- 
vated by slaves. But yet, what was to be done ? 

* Quoted it page 19. 
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Now, by the laws of all countries which are based on the 
civil law of Rome, and particularly by the law of France, 
where the practice is a very ordinary one, there exists a remedy 
called the right of recusation, which is tantamount to a 
challenge for cause against a judge; a right distinctly recog- 
nized at Mauritius, by their recent charter. 

Here, then, was at once a remedy-^but on the other hand, 
in adopting that remedy, Mr. Jeremie was aware of the in- 
convenience which attached to it, arising from its being so 
exclusively foreign in its origin — and he may add, so opposed 
to the principles of English jurisprudence. He had however 
no alternative left, and accordingly, on the very day the 
process against Brodelet and others was duly communicated 
to him, he called on the .chief judge, distinctly, but deferen- 
tially to inquire whether it \iras his intention to preside at that 
trial; and having received an answer in the affirmative, he 
filed his recusation or challenge, in the usual form, against 
Che three judges of the supreme court; who, on these occa- 
sions, be it observed, perform the double function^ of judges 
tod jurors. 



CHAP. V. 

PROCEEDINGS AGAINST MR. BLACKBURN, MR. BRODELET, 
AND THE OTHER PARTIES TO EACH OF THESE CASES. 

The grounds of the challenge against the supreme court, 
and especially against Mr. Blackburn, were twofold: First, 
that he was disqualified from acting as judge, by having an 
interest in property cultivated by slaves, in direct contraven- 
tion of the Order in Council dated April, 1831, already 
quoted; which order distinctly enacted, that no judge of the 
supreme court should be the owner of any slave, nor be the 
proprietor of, or have any share or interest in any land culti- 
vated by the labour of slaves, either directly, or by any person 
or persons, as a trustee or trustees for him. The second, that, 
no judge could in the present case be considered omni excep- 
tione major, so long as he laboured under the charges of bad 
faith, and misprision of treason, set forth in Earl Ripon's de- 
spatch respecting the penal code; and other circumstances of 
less magnitude, bearing on antecedent events, were added, 
which tended most strongly to corroborate the opinion ex- 
pressed by Lord Ripon, that the conduct of these magistrates 
had tended to promote the traitorous designs entertained by 
the persons about to be tried. 

The first chaise was grounded on the foUovring facts : 
It appears that on the twenty-second of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty, William Telfair and John 
Vaughan, the latter the chief judge's secretary, purchased 
from the above-named Edward Remono, (formerly also the 
chief judge's secretary, but then an attorney, and special 
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agent to a person named Latourhody, and subsequently, 
within about three years, judge of the supreme court, pro- 
cureur-general, and vice-president of the supreme court,) an 
estate belonging to the said Latourhody, now called Mount 
Mascal. The price agreed upon was sixty-two thousand five 
hundred dollars — ^thirty thousand of which (being equivalent 
to £6000 sterling) were paid down ; — this latter sum having 
been, as is distinctly stated in the deed, advanced in full by the 
chief judge, who, to secure his advance, took a mortgage on 
the property, and was substituted to the right of the vender to 
its full amount It was covenanted that this debt should not 
be paid back to Mr. Blackburn for five years, but that in- 
terest should accrue thereon at the rate of nine per cent, per 
annum. 

Two days after the date of this sale, a gang of negroes, 
purchased by the same persons, Telfair and Vaughan, were 
placed upon the estate to work it as a sugar plantation, which 
it still is. 

In August one thousand eight hundred and thirtyrone, the 
Order in Council constituting the court, and containing .the 
above-mentioned disqualifying clause, was promulgated, and 
in the same month Messrs. Blackburn, Virieux, and RemonQ 
were appofaited judges, and Mr. D'Epinay procureur-generalof 
the said court, though these four gentlemen were alike disquali- 
fied under the Order in Council. On the eighth October, they 
all took theii: seats in court ! At this time the three latter magis- 
trates) it is said, had obtained a letter of license or dispensation 
from the governor (the governor thus exercising a power of 
doubtful validity). Mr. Blackburn had not; but by a notarial 
act of the first Qf October, one. thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-one, it wpijdd appear that he had sold and transferred 
the above-mentioned claim on the Mount Mascal estate to a 
merchant named Henry Barlow ! 

Setting a^ide the very strong inference to be drawn fix>m the 
date of this last arrangement, viz., barely a week befote he 

H 
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took hia seat,— the following are the reascwas which excited 
doubts, as to the trae nature of this last transfer : 

The document purports to be a notarial act, drawn up and 
executed before Maignard and his colleague, notaries at 
Mauritius, whereby Mr. Blackburn transfers, and Mr. Barlow 
accepts, this claim of thirty thousand dollars, or six thousand 
pounds sterling, on the Mount Mascal estate, in considerati<m 
of a like sum of thirty thousand dollars, or six thousand 
pounds, " which the said Mr. Barlow had actually paid down 
in good coined money on that very day, though not in the 
notary's presence, to Mr. Blackburn.'' It further purports to 
have been executed at the notary's. 

Now it was matter of public notoriety, that from the thirtieth 
of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty, the date of 
the purchase of Mount Mascal, to the first of October, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, the date of this trans- 
fer, — estates had, in the colony of Mauritius, owing to over- 
speculation, diminished in value by at least one-half; — ^that 
therefore Mr. Blackburn's claim at that time possessed little 
more than a nominal value, the thirty-two thousand dollars 
still due to the vender as part of the purchase-money, having 
a priority over it;— that Barlow was a young man who had 
scarcely been six months in the colony, whose private resources 
were generally known to be unequal to such an undertaking, 
and who possessed no kind of estate as a security; — and that 
Barlow, notwithstanding he held this claim, and veas therefore 
in effect the proprietor of Mount Mascal, and though a mer- 
chant, a commission-agent, had never been known to interfere 
with the management or conduct of that estate." 

These fects were all confirmed in the subsequent inquiry, 
Mr. Blackburn having himself admitted, that the times were 
unpropitious for sales of this nature; and circumstances had so 
far destroyed public credit, that capitalists preferred to let their 
money lie idle, rather than to make any investments whatso- 
ever—that in consequence, Mn Barlow gave him in payment 
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hifl note of hand, payable at a distant date^ with interest from 
year to year at 6 per oenti which note of hand^ negotiable and 
simply purporting to be for value received, Mr. Blackburn still 
held. 

Mr. Barlow admitted, when examined on interrogatories, 
that he] had no documentary evidence to produce in support 
of the bond fide nature of the transaction — ^that he had n&t 
passed this speculation of thirty thousand dollars, and already 
of three years' standing, through his books, as it was not coiw 
sidered by him a mercantile transaction, and was entered into 
entirely on his own private resources: that he did not pay doton 
the thirty thousand dollars on signing the contract, but gave 
the chief judge a note of hand for the amount, which note of 
hand was payable in about a year from the date of these 
interrogatories, (on or about the twenty-first of January, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five ;) — ^and that the state- 
ment as to the actual payment he viewed as a matter of form, 
considering that metal was used to the same purpose as sterling 
in England ! 

On cross-examination, it further appeared that on the first 
of October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one, he had 
been but six months on the island ; his private resources were 
a disposable capital, partly belonging to himself, partly pro- 
ceeding from what friends had lent him, of three thousand 
pounds sterling ; — so that taking his private share at the half^ 
he possessed exactly one thousand five hundred poimds sterling 
wherewith to pay six thousand— admitting that he could with- 
draw his whole capital from that particular and very preca- 
rious trade in which he had embarked ; — ^and he admitted also 
that he had no real estate in the colony. 

Being asked (question the fourth) what third party had ne- 
gotiated the transaction for him, he replies, " Mr. Vaughan 
first mentioned it to me; but I negotiated it myself mth the 
chief judge ;— Mr. Vaughan was, I believe, privy to every 
thing, as I often spoke with him about it." 

h2 
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• He added, that not a letter passed on the subject between 
him, the chief, judge, or any other negotiator — that Mr. 
Blackburn had received no interest on the Mount Mascal 
claim, and he belieyed the arrears of interest due to. Mr. 
Blackburn were transferred to him — ^that he had received no 
interest directly, but received in March, one thousand eight 
hundred and. thirty-two, a small sum in produce, amounting 
to one hundred pounds sterling, through Mr. Vaughan, which 
he had retained, and ''intended to place against the interest." 
And this small speculation of one hundred pounds, to be placed 
to. account of interest, he had every document and voucher 
for ; — ^it was regularly entered and passed as a mercantile trans- 
action — ^though no such precautions were taken with the prin- 
cipal sum of six thousand pounds sterling. He added that he 
had never paid the chief judge any interest on his note of hand 
: — '' that he thinks his own note becomes payable on the twenty- 
first or twenty-second March, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five*' — and that the Mount Mascal debt was also pay- 
able precisely on the same day ; but that this latter claim, his 
own claim, had been postponed for three years for the purpose 
of paying ofi* the previous mortgage ; — ^that his peculiar busi- 
ness, and that of his firm, was to receive produce from estates, 
and to supply estates ; — ^that he never received any other pro 
duce from Mount Mascal but the small consignment above men- 
tioned, which he got from Vaughan ; nor did he ever supply 
the estate with any thing beyond the money advanced to Mr. 
Vaughan on that sugar, with the exception of some articles of 
small value, sent by Mr. Guibert's boat within a few weeks ; 
— ^tbat he is not a party to a certain agreement with Messrs. 
Lucas having reference to certain slaves connected with that 
estate; and he merely knows of another agreement having been 
made subsequently to his having this interest, but he is not a 
party to it. He added that he had never corresponded with 
the chief judge on the subject of this claim, nor on any matter 
connected therewith, nor with Mr. Vaughan, nor with Mr. 
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William Telfair, the other nominal proprietor of the estate, nor 
with Mr. Eugene Guibert, the tenant and manager ; nor was 
he aware that any doctimeht or paper whatever had been 
signed with reference to these transactions. 

After one or two answers of little importance, he then stated 
that he signed the document at the chief judge's house, 
Mr. Maignard, the chief judge, and himself being alone pre- 
sent, except perhaps Mr. Vaughan, or Mr. Wantzloeben, the 
judge's clerk, who may have come into the room on other 
business, but having no part in the transaction. 

The notary Maignard corroborated the statements given by 
Messrs. Barlow and Blackburn, adding, however, that he re- 
ceived his instructions respecting the notarial act of the 1st 
October from the chief judge, and that this document was 
drawn up and completed before Barlow saw it. 

The covinous nature of transactions of this kind can only 
be proved by circumstantial evidence. This is a well-known 
maxim of law, and is in the courts of all countries, for in- 
stance hourly in the Court of Chancery, carried to that ex- 
tent, that where the usual '^ensigns and marks'' of covin 
appear, an agreement will be declared invalid, even though, 
by possibility, the intentions of the parties may have been 
pure, for all that is circumstantial must be open to some 
possible degree of doubt ; still would it be difficult to find a 
case in which a larger number of these '^ ensigns and marks" 
concur. To corroborate the view already taken of that case 
two documents were also brought to light. 

By the first of these, Eugene Lucas, on the one part, and 
William Telfair and John Henry Vaughan, on the other, had 
agreed to cancel a certain sale of one hundred and ninety-five 
slaves, bearing date the twenty-second March, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty, and purchased for the Mount 
M ascal estate, immediately on their entering on it, as before- 
mentioned ; the balance of the purchase-money of the said 
slaves not having been paid up when due. This document 
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was dated the nineteenth of January, one thousand eight hun^ 
dred and thirty-two, four months after Mr. Barlow had 
become proprietor of this claim ; and the efiect of the agree^ 
ment was utterly to destroy for the time the value of that 
estate ; yet Mr. Barlow, the chief perscm who, according to 
his account, could have an interest in this arrang^nent, 
appears, on his own showing, in no way to have interfered 
with this matter, and seems barely to have known that such 
a document existed ! 

The next paper was dated the fourteenth February, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty*two, and was an i^reement 
between Guibert, a proprietor of two hundred slaves, and 
Vaughan and Telfair, as projHrietors of Mount Mascal. Now 
this agreement commenced by reciting the purchase of the 
estate by Telfair and Vaughan, and it next set forth the 
debts which were due upon the estate, for the liquidation of 
which provision was made by the subsequent clauses ; and 
here this claim of Mr. Barlow^ or Mr. Blackburn's, as the 
case may be, was set forth as follows : — 

*^ lis out pay6 des mains et deniers de Thonorable Edward 
Berens Blackburn, qui dans le contrat a 6t6 subrog^ aux 
droits du vendeur sous la' condition cependant de ne les exer* 
cer qu'apr^ lui, la somme de trente mille piastres." 

*'Cy. P 30,000." 

Other debts were then set forth ; the whole amounting to 
sixty-two thousand dollars, the original price of the estate. 
Messrs. Telfair and Vaughan then proceeded to acknowledge 
they owed the whole of these sums with interest (having paid 
nothing on any of these debts), and then the parties condi- 
tioned and agreed that Guibert should place two hundred 
slaves in the estate, and take it under his managemait ; that 
he should receive one-third of the clear produce for his share^ 
and that the remaining two-thirds, or in other words the 
portion accruing to Telfair and Vaughan, should be exclmively 
applied to the payment of the debts of the estate. The parties 
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further agreed that Gruibert's riaves should be made respon* 
aible for Latourhody 's claim of thirty thousand dollars only. 

This last paper was thus nothing more in effect than a 
deed of partnership, entered into by Guibert, and the holder 
(whether Mr. Blackburn or Mr. Barlow) of this second claim 
on the estate ; yet did not Mr. Barlow's name appear in the 
transaction, and stranger still, it seems from his replies that 
he knew nothing of it. 

Further observation on such a transaction appears, super* 
fluous, the more so that admitting it to be bondjide, can it be 
maintained that Mr. Blackburn had no interest in the culti- 
vation of the Mount Mascal estate, when the fact is once 
established that Mr. Barlow possessed no other security for 
the payment of the £6000, than this very claim ? 

As to the second chaise, Mr. Jeremie, besides this despatch, 
referred to the conduct of the judicial authorities on occasion 
of seditious and treasonable proceedings anterior to the in* 
fiurrectionary movement of June and July, to their conduct at 
that period, and to their conduct subsequently. 

The facts embracing this portion of the case, may be easily 
collected from the various parts of this statement* The per- 
secutions undei^one by all those persons who embraced one 
opinion, and the protection meted out to others, were empha- 
tically dwelt upon ; and he especially drew attention to the 
prosecution directed by Mr. Remono, against thirty-one indi- 
viduals, on a charge of high treason, grounded almost exclu- 
sively, as already narrated, on their having petitioned Sir C. 
Colville to be exempted from serving in the volunteer corps, 
a charge unheard of he believes in the annals of judicial 
history— -an accusation brought by British magistrates against 
British subjects for conspiring, by means of a humble peti- 
tion, addressed to a British governor, to defeat the designs of 
an insurgent power, and a charge embracing a body of wit- 
nesses to a treasonable discourse, delivered by the chief of 
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these volunteers^ who on his failing to persuade, became an 
informer to the judicial authorities of Mauritius against them. 

On the 7th January, the special court constituted, by Order 
in Council, expressly for the trial of challenges against judges, 
a fact which in itself shows that the practice is fully recognised 
by law, directed a copy of these charges to be communicated to 
the defendants, and having received their reply, they met on 
the 17th Jan., when they resolved that a sufficient case had 
been made out to call for further inquiry, and that the CQurse 
they should pursue would be as follows : — to adjourn until the 
ensuing Monday, and that the same should be intimated to 
the chief judge and other judges, with a view to their being 
present, if they thought fit ; and in the mean time, they di- 
rected that both parties should be requested to send to the 
secretary to the council the names of any evidence they pro- 
posed calling, copies of which the secretary was to communi- 
cate to the parties respectively. 

On the twentieth, the judges, instead of appearing, sent in 
a reply, by which they remonstrated against the parties being 
present during the further proceedings of the court ; — ^they 
further stated that the procureur-general had no right to chal- 
lenge them — a point which they had mooted in their first reply, 
but which on both occasions, they declared they were prepared 
to waive, and which the court had therefore on the first occa- 
sion waived also. 

The court now, however, — ^and although they had by their 
previous judgment arranged the further course of proceeding,— 
directed Mr. Jeremie to prove his right to challenge, and to 
state his opinion as to the right of the parties to be present 
during the examination of witnesses, which was communicated 
to him by a letter of the secretary of council of the twentieth 
of January — which he did. 

On the twenty-fifth, Mr. Jeremie received an extract from 
their minutes, stating that '^ enough had been advanced to 
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justify the court in proceeding with the invedtigatioD, without 
however presuming to attempt a decision on the point of law 
involved in the question/' 

On receiving this extract, he expected to be called to the 
exammation of the witnesses. He was, however, not a little 
surprised to hear on the twenty-seventh of January that the 
court was proceeding in private in this examination ; — ^he there* 
fore went down to the court, and there found that his informa- 
tion was correct ; but he was told by the governor that by an 
inadvertence the whole of the minute of the twenty-fifth had 
not been communicated to him, and the remainder of the mi- 
nute was then exhibited to him, and transmitted the next day. 

By this minute, the parties were to be excluded during the 
examination; — Mr. Jeremie remonstrated verbally on this 
course, aUd entered his protest against it. 

The result of this remonstrance, on his part was, that on 
the thirtieth, the evidence of Messrs. Barlow and Maignard 
was communicated to him. He instantly put the cross- 
questions which the evidence of Barlow left an opening for, 
obtained his answers, and applied at the same time for the 
evidence of the remaining witnesses. 

This application was met by a distinct refusal, and to this 
moment Mr. Jeremie remains ignorant of the nature or ten- 
dency of the further evidence ; which fortunately is the lees 
material, that having the acknowledgments of both the 
parties to this transfer, with that of the notary who drew it 
up, ^nothing that third persons have stated can by possibility 
destroy the effect of their own avowals. 

The judges of- the special court, who rendered them- 
selves parties to this most anomalous proceeding, were the 
governor, with the next senior officer of the garrison, and the 
colonial secretary ; the two latter lying directly uuder the 
weight of Lord Ripon's censure, as framers of the penal code ; 
and the colonial secretary, Mr. Dick, being also avowedly 
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a slave-holder^ contrary, as is understood^ to the known 
pleasure of government. 

By that court, and on such proceedings, Mr. Jeremie's 
challenge viras of course thrown out, on the 13th of February, 
with a censure. " ^. 

It is a curious circumstance that W. Telfair, the party to 
this transaction with the chief judge, was a former manager of 
the Bel-ombre estate, of which so awful an account was given 
in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 44; this account viras replied 
to by Charles Telfair, and it is sbgular who were his principal i 

local compui^tors : — Mons. Remono, Mr. Blackburn's late 
secretary, the vendor of Mount Mascal, and subsequently 
vice-president of his court ; Mons. Wantsloeben, Mr. Virieux's 
nephew, Mr. Blackburn's present secretary, and attorney to 
his son-in-law Vaughan, the purchaser of Mount Mascal; 
Vaughan himself, and Mr. Henry Adam, the alien volupteer 
chief, formerly fellow manager of William Telfair, the asso- 
ciate of Mount Mascal, on his brother's estates. Thus have 
we again, though accidentaUy, of course, another connecting 
link between the administrators aifd volunteers. 

W. Telfair is now a confirmed lunatic : he was known to 
have been subject to these attacks for some years. In July, 
1830, immediately after his first agreement with Mr. Black- 
burn, he was confined for some weeks as a lunatic, in the civil 
hospital, and on the 7th March, 1832, barely three weeks after 
the date of his agreement with Guibert, above-mentioned, and 
which amounts in effect to an assignment of his share in 
the estate to the holder of this questionable claim, he was 
again sent back as a lunatic to the hospital, where he has ever 
since remained in a state of mental derangement. 

On his examination, within the same month o£ March, 
amidst many rather incoherent replies, he stated distinctly, 
that the chief judge was his partner, and that the proofs were 
in the hands of Remono. 
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The censure proceeding from the governor and special courts 
was of course taken as a disavowal of the impending prose* 
qution for high treason against Brodelet and others^ and as a 
public recantation of the sentim^ts expressed by the goyer«- 
IM)r in the proclamation of August. 

'And here another circumstance had its due wdght, for, as 
if to leave no doubt on the point, exactly three days before 
the commencement of the trial, did the governor, Sir William 
Nicolay, condescend to take the unprecedented step of 
addressing publicly and officially, by a letter under his own 
personal signature, a copy of the minute conveying this 
censure to the registrar of the supreme court (it had been 
already communicated to the parties by the clerk of council), 
thus giving it authentically the most emphatic and extended 
pubhcity ; and this was accordingly the ground taken up for 
the defence. 

It was the prosecution of one man acting contrary to the 
known will of the government, and that officer acting from 
personal spleen and malice. Now this may be excusable in 
^he counsel for the defence, but as regards the governor, when 
Mr. Jeremie feared such remarks might possibly produce an 
erroneous impression (during the progress of the recusation), 
he felt bound fully to explain his views to his excellency, 
and to point out in the most solemn terms what had been his 
object throughout— to obtain proof, judicially, of the machi- 
nations of which Mauritius had been the scene for years past 
— 4;o vindicate the policy of Lord Goderich's government, and 
to secure protection to the loyal and well-disposed — in short, 
to assert the supremacy of the law ; but as regarded punish- 
ment, he would be the first in case of a conviction, to depre- 
cate and oppose the shedding of blood. 

The trial of the prisoners was now, therefore, immediately 
commenced. To say that every species of vituperation 
and scurrility, every insulting epithet, every atrocious parallel 
that the most studied malignity combining with absolute 
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desperation could suggest, was poured down daily and hourly 
for three successive weeks on the same devoted head, could 
still convey but a faint idea of what actually occurred. 
Indeed he was forewarned ! The procureur-general was 
supposed intemperate and passionate — ^the governor had in 
the most authentic and unwarranted manner pronounced him 
so — ^this violent man was to be thrown off his guard, and 
some angry or dubious expression fixed on him, when the 
court would " do their duty." Such was the phrase, but not 
a questionable word escaped, not an expression which could 
be laid hold of by them. 

And thus the case was not crushed, the witnesses spoke 
out, the truth appeared, and stands established, notwith- 
standing their acquittal ; the facts set forth in the second and 
third chapters of this pamphlet, in as much as regards the 
tolonists, being so fully and effectually proved, that it was 
the observation of a distinguished lawyer in this country, on 
reading Mr. Jeremie's report of the trial : — " Judex damnatur 
cum nocens absolvitur." It therefore only remains to prove 
that the report contains a fair and impartial account of the 
trial, and of the evidence elicited. 

Besides Mr. Justice Blackburn and Mr. Jeremie, there 
were only three gentlemen in the colony who have practised 
at any other British bar ; they are Mr. Justice Reddie, Mr. 
Williams, and Mr. Davies. Mr. Jeremie produces the certi* 
ficates of these three gentlemen, and will not add a single 
word of commentary thereon. They will all be found in the 
Appendix. 

This trial closed on the 31st of March, the assizes continued 
through the month of April ; and immediately that they were 
over, Mr. Jeremie proceeded to draw up his report of all that 
had occurred since his return, for be it observed, up to that 
time his lips had been necessarilycl osed ; he was subcnrdinate 
in office, and therefore^ not being at liberty to communicate 
directly with his Majesty's government, could only report on 

I 
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these matters when they had undergone a public judicial 
investigation, to which he was a party. At the same time, 
as regarded the colonists, circumstances had materially 
changed. As soon as the whole conduct of the faction 
was fully before the public and the government, it remained 
for the latter to adopt at home such measures as with a 
full knowledge of the facts they might determine upon; 
but as concerned himself, it was his bounden duty to con- 
ciliate and to endeavour to win round the community to habits 
of tranquillity and sentiments of loyalty. This was accordingly 
the course he adopted, and the result surpassed his most 
sanguine expectations; so that, scarcely two months after 
this exposure, the island was tranquil, the inhabitants sub- 
missive and reconciled to himself, the law, in some degree at 
least, enforced and respected, the slave protected, the planters 
content, the mercantile community warm in their praise of 
their late supposed enemy, large bodies becoming attached 
to him as they learnt to. know him, the British flag honoured 
for the first time sinpe it had waved there; all parties 
equally loud, if not equally sincere in their professions of 
loyalty; and himself, with those who had supported him, 
recalled — on what grounds remains to be examined. 



CHAP. VL 

THE RECAL, AND PRESENT CONDITION OF MAURITIUS. 

It will be observed^ that the principal part of the incon- 
yenience caused ia Mauritius, arose from Lord Stanley's 
having lefl judges in that island, whom his predecessor, 
and indeed whom he himself, since he transmitted the 
despatch in question, had directly charged with treason and 
treasonable conspiracy. From that time the island was left 
entirely ignorant of the course of policy which the government 
at home meant to assume towards it, though every arrival 
from England brought out new reports. So much only was 
certain, that the very individual whom Lord Goderich had 
branded as the leader and promoter of disloyalty and disturb- 
ance for years preceding, and whom he had therefore declared 
utterly unworthy and unfit to serve the crown in any capacity 
whatever, — ^the individual whose conduct had been reprobated 
by the cabinet, and whose unfortunate ascendancy over gover- 
nors had been deplored by all who wished well to them, — 
was announced in the court circular as despatching business 
in Downing Street, as often, indeed probably oftener, than 
any of the representatives of the most distinguished courts in 
Europe; and this tended farther to confirm the general 
rumours, which amounted to an assurance, that Lord Stanley 
meant to reverse, with regard to that island, the whole of his 
predecessor's policy. In the mean time, this individual 
(D'Epinay) had secured the assistance of one or two of the 
organs of the public press ; and as he was well aware that the 
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occupation of that particular office by the writer of these 
pages was the principal obstacle to his resuming unmolested 
his former practices, no detraction was spared which could 
tend to hurt Mr. Jeremie in public opinion. 

He had served with avowed zeal and success at St. Lucia, 
having received the public acknowledgments of every one, 
without exception, among Lord Stanley's predecessors; 
but his duties had been arduous, and it was to execute 
arduous duties that he had been selected, and they had ex- 
posed him to calumny, from which he had vindicated him- 
self with honour. The old stories, disproved at the colonial 
office, were however blazoned forth, with embellishments, 
in two pamphlets, drawn up at the suggestion of persons 
in London, by an individual at St. Lucia labouring under a 
direct charge of slave murder, and printed and circulated as 
from an inhabitant of St. Lucia. They are believed, however, 
to have fallen still-bom from the press, and one of them 
Mr. Jeremie has never yet had an opportunity of seeing. 

The rank and station of the persons implicated at Mauritius 
also brought forth a host of gentlemen in power, who used all 
the influence they possessed with a view of protecting their 
friends. It is not intended even remotely to call in question 
the propriety of the conduct of any of those gentlemen who 
were freely reported to have anxiously interested themselves 
in behalf of Mr. Blackburn and others, and laboured hard 
in this case* Carried to a certain extent, this is fair 
and legitimate ; and the circumstance is principally men- 
tioned to show under what a complication of difficulties the 
writer of these pages laboured, whilst contending against com- 
bined disaffection and corruption ; and how requisite it must 
have been for him to obtain support from that government 
which had twice sent him to Mauritius, knowing, to a certain 
degree, particularly on the last occasion, the condition, past and 
present, of the community into which he was about to enter. 

Report also states that aaother influence was brought into 
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play. It is a well-established fact^ that application was made 
by the disaffected &ction of Mauritius to France, for aid and 
assistance, in their public defiance of the British goyemment. 
They did not obtain military aid; but that they actually 
obtained an amicable official intervention, is believed to be 
an unquestionable fact. 

When to this it is added, that as yet it had been impos- 
sible for him to make his own case known, or to explain his 
motives for the adoption of proceedings which undoubtedly 
must have appeared singular and anomalous to persciis who 
were not on the spot, the denouement can scarcely surprise. 

But, what he most deeply complains of is, that the 
secretary of state, well knowing that the time must very 
shortly arrive when the whole case would be before him, 
saw fit, on ex-parte statements, to come to a decision and to 
adopt measures so prejudicial to him, and detrimental to the 
well-being of the colony. 

Extracts, portions only of the secretary of state's despatches, 
have been communicated ; these it now devolves on him to 
canvass, with all the deference due to high station' and charac- 
ter, but with that independence which, as a person deeply 
aggrieved, it is his right to exercise in his own defence. ' 

Lord Stanley's first despatch contained a sort of excuse or 
apology for Messrs. Blackburn and D'Epinay with regard to 
the penal code. It is dated the 18th March, 1834, and arose 
almost necessarily, from the non-fulfilment of those measures, 
in the full expectation of which Mr. Jeremie had retunied 
there a second time. That part which was promulgated on 
the 7th August is as follows : 

Extract of a Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary of State, dated 
Douming Street, March 18, 1834. ( No, 16.) 

" The first of these topics in importance, as bearing more immediately upon 
the due administration of justice, is the personal justification of two gentlemen ; 
one the chief justice of the colony, the other lately the procureur-general, from 
the censures passed upon them by my predecessor in his despatch of the 15th 
of March, 1833, for a violation of their duty in one of the most important func- 
tions which could be entrusted to any mau^-^the pre|iuation of a code to regu- 
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late the pensltieft by which the oriminal law was to be eaforoed. The eenaure, 
in point of fact, involved the following accusation : That those high legal iiinc- 
tionaries in the colony to whom his Majesty had entrusted the important charge 
of compiling a penal code for the island, had not performed their task in a spirit 
of good faith ; that, professing to follow in general the model of the French code, 
they had studiously deviated from that model, precisely in those points in which 
it would have home most directly upon the actual state of the Mauritius ; that 
these alterations were made at a moment when, upon those very points, the 
closest vigilance was necessary ; that, by these alterations, which could hardly 
be deemed unintentional, they had given encouragement and impunity to the 
disaffected, whom it was their duty to restrain ; and that, in making these im- 
portant changes in the law, they had unaccountably abstained from calling the 
attention pf his Majesty's government to their extent and character. Against 
these serious charges, liie two gentlemen principally concerned have transmitted 
their separate defences. I have carefully examined the allegations and the 
defences, not forgetting to bear in mind the condition in which the colony ap- 
peared to be, when my predeoessor transmitted the despatch in question ; and 
it affords me a gratification, commeiisurate with the regret with which he came 
to an opposite conclusion, to be enabled to acquit those gentlemen of the heavy 
charge of corrupt intention. Yet, in doing so, I must not conceal my opinion 
that the disaffection and opposition to legal authority which had for some time 
prerailed, and was ripening to maturity, the precise time at which the new law 
was promulgated, the nature of the alterations and omissions, but, most of alU 
the absence of any explanations accompanying the transftaission of the code, as 
to the fact or the grounds of any deviation from the model proposed, induced 
naturally, and even necessarily, suspicions so strong as to amount almost to a 
conviction of bad faith. upon the part of the compilers. 

.« The. explanations now furnished by the chief judge and Mr. D'Epinay con- 
siderably weaken, though they do not altogether remove, the presumption aris- 
ing from the dates. They state, and I have no doubt correctly, that although 
the new code was not promulgated till the 15th of February, yet the labours of 
the commission engaged in compiliog it, had terminated, and the work was de<^ 
livered to the governor, early in January; that at that time the excitement which 
afterwards prevailed upon the subject of the Order in Council of November, 
1831, and the appointment of Mr. Jeremie, neither of which had reached the 
xolony, could not be foreseen. Thus far the defence is valid ; yet I fear it must 
be admitted that, long before either of these events, the excitement in the 
tolony, on the subject of the legislation of the mother country with reference 
to slavery, was great and general ; that the Order in Council of 1830 had been 
practically disregarded ; that general opposition was offered to the protectors of 
slaves ; that the colonists were both openly and secretly combining, under thd 
pretext pf mutual protectio.n from apprehended insurrections among the slaves ; 
and that the temper and tone of society generally was such as to require the 
greatest circumspection in framing any new regulations on subjects connected 
with the preservation of internal tranqaillity. 

** Of the changes effected in the penal code, and transmitted without obser- 
vation, one of those which naturally attracted the attention of Lord Ripon, was 
the entire omission of the 102nd and 2l7th clauses of the French code. On this 
subject the vindication of the legal authorities is full, entire, and satisfactory. 
The claused, though omitted in this code, are transferred to the law upon the 
^ref 8 ; and, according to Mr. I)*£pinay, 8p|»eaied in the |q:Bt draft of the penal 
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upecting the freedom of the press. The pritnA facie eyidence of bad faith, not 
wmaturally raised by the entire silence as to the grounds of the omission* is 
thus completely refuted ; and I doubt not that» had Lord Ripon been made aware 
of this circumstance, it would naturally hare altered the yiew which he wns 
led to take of the spirit which dictated the other alterations. 

" I am inclined to think also, that the reasons which are alleged for the omis- 
aion of the 127th clause, considering the different circumstances of the judges 
in France and in Mauritius, and the remedy which the executive in the latter 
has in its own hands, sufficiently explain the course which has been adopted. 

" I am not disposed to enli^rge upon some of the other points adverted to by 
Lord Ripon, because, although I doubt the propriety of some of the alterations* 
more especially that of the 87th clause (which indeed the chief judge and Mr. 
D'£pinay explain in different senses ; the one stating that it was intended to 
insert a corresponding provision in article 91 ; the other contending that that 
article, as it stands, in conjunction with some others, covexed every possible 
case), I cannot see in them, taken alone, any sufficient ground for imputing 
discreditable motives to men who have hitherto home, in public and in private 
life, a high character for honour and integrity. While 1 repeat, therefore, my 
expressien of deep regret that, in transmitting a document of such importance* 
no explanatory notes were added with respect to those points in which the 
French law was deviated from, nor the reasons of such deviation stated, it is 
with unfeigned satisfaction that I feel myself justified in recalling the heavy 
censure cast upon the motives of the compilers of the code, by my predecessor's 
despatch of the 15th March last." 

(True extract.) 

Oio. F. Dice, 

The first obseiration suggested is as to the date of this 
despatch, the 18th March, 1833. The date of Lord Gode^ 
rich's was 16th March, 1832 ; so that for one whole year were 
these persons deliberately allowed to administer justice to a 
whole community known to be in a state of absolute convul- 
sion, whilst labouring under that serious attaint; and it is also 
believed to be a fact, that throughout that whole twelvemonth 
not one single line did Lord Stanley see fit to address to the 
governor of that colony with reference to its affairs. The 
Mauritius, it would seem, engaged no more of his lordship's 
notice than if no such place had been in existence. 

The next observation is, that Messrs. Blackburn and 
D'Epinay are not vindicated or justified, but barely excused (xi 
the ground of previous character ; and how far this eulogium 
on their character is wamuxted, appears in every page of this 
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rtotebent, and particakriy in the proceedings recently nafw 
rated ; but setting all that aside^ whoeTer reads his despatch 
with attention must agree^ that as regards the substantial 
merits of the case^ Lord Stanley leaves these two gentlemen, 
if possible, in a worse situation than before ; for he admits 
that they do not agree in their statements on one of the prin*" 
cipal points, and that their several explanations or excuses are 
alike unsatisfactory on nearly all the points in question, and 
this too, when there was no one to gainsay or scrutinise the 
correctness of their assertion. Now Mr. Jeremie does not 
hesitate to go a step farther, and to maintain, that so far as 
may be infeited from that despatch, which is all he has seen 
of their vindication, it is equally unsatisfactory on all the points 
set forth by Lord Ripon. 

Excuse is accepted in regard to their not having noticed 
oflfences connected with the press; because these offences, it is 
said, were set forth in another law on the liberty of the press, 
which law was published at the same time. 

Their having, on this occasion, omitted enactments con- 
tained in that fundamental law, which they assumed as their 
model, even though they had introduced analogous provisions 
in a provisional, a purely experimental regulation, is in itself 
suspicious enough; for their enactments, if incorporated in the 
eodes^ might have been expected to endure to all time; but it 
was more than doubtful whether the provisional regulation 
regarding the press would be allowed to endure longer than 
was absolutely necessary to announce its disallowal by the 
home government; and if so, with the regulation would fall the 
enactments. 

Then again, that regulation itself was so framed as to be 
inoperative and impracticable in its execution ; a penalty in- 
serted there was a mere dead letter. Mr. Jeremie's first duty, 
on returning to Mauritius, was to get it altered and modified, 
so as to be able to execute it. 

Now had its impracticability been discovered at home, as 

I 2 
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no doubt it would^ for such a regulation would have been^ 
doubtless, scanned .and scrutinised with great care, its disal- 
lowal followed to a certainty; so that either there was no re* 
gulation or there was an impracticable regulation, and in either 
case it had been as well to omit these enactments altogether 
as to insert them there. 

The only other point on which Lord Stanley was inclined to 
believe them excusable, had reference to the omission of the 
124th section. Here it is said that the difference in the extent 
of the powers of a British governor over the magistracy, in 
comparison with those of a French governor, might excuse the 
omission of this clause. Now it does unfortunately happen, 
that whoever made such a statement as to induce Lord Stanley 
to suppose that the powers of an English were more extensive 
than those of a French governor in such matters, made a se- 
rious mistake. In France, indeed, judicial officers are irre* 
movable, and so they are in England; but in their colonies, as 
in ours, it is quite otherwise* Not only can a French gover- 
nor do all that a British governor can, but their magistracy 
are subject to many liabilities unknown in our colonies. No 
judicial officer can possess an estate, or even marry in the 
colony in which he is placed, as already stated ; and still far- 
ther to restrict them, the chief justice of a French colony, or 
other president of a court (of Bourbon, for instance, that very 
colony whose code served as their model), cannot deliver a 
public charge to his court without having previously submitted 
iis discourse to the governor's censorship ; and these regula- 
tions are known to every member of the Mauritius bench. 

But assuming this defence to have been as valid as it is in- 
valid on these two points — supposing it to have been less un- 
satisfactory on every other point quoted by Lord Goderich — 
these were merely set forth as examples, reference being made 
by his lordship to numberless others — a reference which the 
most cursory comparison of the two codes will fully bear out* 
Thiri^y forty iu^t^pces mi^ht be quoted which lead to the same 
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painful but inevitable conclusion, and leave no rational doubt' 
of design. Mr. Jeremie has already noticed a glaring in- 
stance at page 38 — ^take another at the very commencement 
of these codes. 

By the French laws, throughout the whole of the preliminary 
investigations consequent on the arrest of a prisoner, the judge 
appointed specially to take precognition, the clerk, and witness 
under examination, are to remain alone. In the new Mauri- 
tius code a third party may be present in the person of the 
prisoner. This appears, at first sight, an adoption of the Eng- 
lish system — but the prosecutor is excluded — ^he may not be 
present ! — and here is the omission. The French practice ex- 
cluded prosecutor and prisoner; in England, before- the com- 
mitting magistrate they may be both present ; before a grand 
jury, neither. But it remained for the legislature of Mauri- 
tius to admit the one and shut out the other. 

Now observe the effect of this in practice. In all cases of 
an ordinary nature, where the accused are persons from the 
humbler and more uninformed classes — a slave — a freeman — 
in a state of destitution — the witness being the master or some 
other person of respectability injured, — the chances are three 
to one that the accused commits himself, or a confession is 
extorted. It is therefore quite unnecessary for the public pro- 
secutor to be present, and it were, perhaps, better for the pri- 
soner that he were absent, the more so that all the prisoner 
says is taken down, and cannot, according to the existing 
practice, be subsequently recalled. 

But in political cases — cases under the slave laws, or pro- 
secutions for sedition or treason — how stood the parties? 
The judge — a subordinate officer — a local officer with a strong , 
political bias — probably if not certainly a proprietor of slaves, 
contrary to the terms of the judicial charter — most assuredly 
connected in family and property with planters, and the wit- 
ness either the injured slave or his companions, or the hum- 
ble but loyal man of colour. On such occasions the purposed 
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exduAion of the prosecutor or other law officer for the erowiiy 
whilst these three persons — such a judge — such a witness-^ 
and such a prisoner, were quietly shut up togeth^, tended not 
only to defeat every prosecution, but inevitably converted, be- 
fore these proceedings were closed, the abs^it prosecutor into 
a culprit; so that not only did the criminal escape, but the 
public officer who had the courage to undertake such cases^ 
came out of them with a tainted character^ if not dis- 
honoured. 

This is another instance among numbers of the mode in 
which these codes were drawn up ; in short, no one can take up 
this extraordinary compilaticm without seeing at once that it 
might be made a most tyrannical instrumait — an instrument 
of bitter persecution to their enemies, however respectable, 
and afford certain shelter and protection to their friends, how* 
ever guilty, according to the will, or caprice, ct interest of its 
framers* 

Next as regards Mr. Blackburn : it may have been sup- 
posed that he, as an Englishman, will have taken but a very 
secondary part in this compilation, and his fault is rather 
therefore attributable to negligence than design. 

With his motives, Mr. Jeremie will not, at present, am- 
cem himself. The motives imputed by the crown are on 
record, but as to the part taken by him, the idatitical copy 
of the Bourbon code, used by the Mauritius committee in form- 
ing their code, was submitted to the inspection of the governor 
and executive council, and it contained a very considerable 
number of intended alterations, written in French, in Mr. 
Blackburn's own hand. The whole of the first book was thus 
marked by himself, which shows the active part he took on 
the occasion, although it is just to add that most of the 
charges noticed by Lord Ripon were in the second book. 

Lord Stanley concluded his despatch by expressing himself 
horror-struck at a report or rumour, which, however, he was 
pleased to add he could not believe, <^ Mr. Jeremie's having 
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proposed to the gOTemor that Mr. Reddie, and Mr. Williams^ 

with himself, (Mr. Jeremie) should be appointed as judges 
to try Brodelet and others. 

This, as regards Mr. Jeremie himself, had been bad indeed ; 
as bad, though in an opposite sense, as allowing them to be 
tried by their accomplices. 

The whole was, however, an utter and absolute fiction, so 
gross, so base, that Sir William Nicolay felt it his duty to 
contradict it spontaneously, to the secretary of state, even 
before he would announce it to Mr. Jeremie. 

Lord Stanley's second despatch, directing him to be pro- 
visionally relieved, is, so far as Mr. Jeremie has been made ac- 
quainted with it, embodied in Mr. Spring Rice's final decision, 
which is couched as follows : — 

Extracts of a Detpatch from the Right Honourable tfie Secretary of State for the 
Colonial Department, dated Dovming-street, f7th June, 1834, to His Excellency the 
Governor of Mauritius and Dependencies, 

*' I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches No. 94, of 
the 17th December last, enclosing a correspondence between yourself, the chief 
judge, the prooureur and adrocate-general, and the president of the court of 
first instance ; No. 8, of the 16th February last, enclosing a continuation of that 
correspondence, together with a copy of the acte de r^etuation filed by the pro- 
cureur and adyocate-general against the judges of the supreme court, and also 
copies of the answer of the judges to that recusation, and of the final decision of 
the tribunal, before whom that recusation was investigated ; No. 11, of the 19th 
February, enclosing a letter from Mr. Keddie, strongly urging that the judges of 
the supreme court should not recommence the exercise of their functions until 
a decision should have been obtained from his Majesty's goyemment ; No. 14, of 
the 1st March last, enclosing copies of all the proceedings which took place 
relatiye to the recusation, and transmitting a letter from Mr. Jeremie to my pre- 
decessor, intimating his intention of preparing a petition or doleance, in order 
to bring the case before his Majesty in council. 

" I hare in the first place to express my satisfaction at the early communica- 
tion which you hare made to this department of the full particulars of this most 
important inrestigation. 

"In his despatch of the 15th ultimo, Mr. Stanley directed that if Mr. Jeremie 
should haye failed to satisfy you that, in the case of Brodelet, he had permitted 
no unnecessary or yexattous delay, and had used his utmost exertions to bring 
the prisoners to a fair trial ; or if he should fail to substantiate to the satisfaction 
of the executive council, the charge which he had brought against the judges, 
and also to convince you that he was actuated by no improper motive in bringing 
forward the charge at that particular juncture ; or if the further report should 
have been correct, and he had recommended to you not only the suspension of 
^e judges who should hare tried the prisoners* but also a change in the tribunal 
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inf^ich sliQiild ^ave trie4 the judget, yon should coiudd«ryoiiii«lf authorised end 

instructed to sigaif]^ tp Mr. Jeremie, that with whatever regret his Majesty 
might regard the loss of so much ahility and seal as that gentleman undouhtedly 
possesses, his Majesty would deem even tho^e qualities to be more than coua- 
terbalanced by the extreme want of judgment and temper which he had exhibited^ 
lind that his Majesty would therefore be compelled to relieve him from his 
present official duties. 

" Mr. Stanley having thus distinctly pointed out the course which yon were ta 
pursue in certain well-defined contingencies, it has become my duty iirthe first 
instance to compare these contingencies with the events which have occurred. 
I have therefore to observe that the most important of the conditions upon which 
Mr. Jeremie's removal is made to depend, appears to me to have been fulfilled 
by the rejection by the executive council of the recusation ^ed by Mr. Jeremie* 
Mr. Stanley's instructions, originally conditional, have consequently become 
absolute and imperative ; and it may fairly be presumed, that before the receipt 
of this despatch, you will, in pursuance of those instructions, have taken the 
neoessary steps for the removal of Mr. Jeremie from the office of procureur and 
advocate-general . 

« I have also to remark with reference to the other contingencies specified by 
Mr. Stanley, that although much of the delay which has occurred in bringing 
Mr. Brodelet and his associates to trial has originated with Mr. Reddie, yet, 
considering that Mr. Jeremie appears throughout these controversies to have 
acted in unison with Mr. Reddie, and that there seems no reason which should 
have prevented Mr. Jeremie from filing this recusation against the judges at a 
much earlier period; considering also the interval which elapsed between 
the 19th of December, when the governor furnished the procureur-general with 
the decree of the president of the court of first instance respecting the 
pcisoners^ and the 7th of January, the date of the recusation against the supreme 
court* and the very unsatisfactory tenor of the replies of Mr. Jeremie, under 
date of the 20th and 23rd December, to your inquiries whether there remained 
any impediment to the prosecution of the case before the assise court, I am in* 
clined to think that it would be very difficult, if not impossible, for Mr. Jeremie 
to have satisfied you that he had permitted no unnecessary or vexations delay 
in the case of Brodelet, &c., and has used his utmost exertions to bring these 
prisoners to trial. 

"I should further observe, that the meditated exclusion of Mr. Dick irom 
the executive council on this occasion, appears to me to have been such an 
attempt to change the tribunal before which the recusation was to be investi* 
gated, as was considered by Mr. Stanley an adequate ground for Mr. Jeremie's 
removal. 

''Although X hate little doubt of your having construed Mr. Stanley's instruc- 
tions correctly, yet, as the date of this despatch which conveyed them will appear 
to you so near the probable time of the arrival in England of the information 
which you have recently transmitted, I consider it by no means impossible that 
you may have deferred taking the decisive step which Mr. Stanley has directed, 
until you shall have received the decision of the secretary of state upon the 
actual, instead of the supposed state offsets. 

** The possibility of your having adopted this course, renders it neoessary for 

me to convey to you his Majesty's command, that in the events which have 

occurred, you should signify to Mr. Jeremie his Majesty's pleasure to dispense 

with his further services at the Mauritius. 

'* With regard to Air, Reddie, Mr. Stanley, in his despatch of the 19th March 
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l«8t, eomoiaiiicated to you his Majesty's' intentibns re^eetiag that gentlemioi i 
and I have therefore only to desire you to carry these iutentions into effect, 
without further delay. 

" Although the correct anticijMitions of Mr. Stanley, and the proyitioual 
directions which he founded on those anticipations, ban^ relieved me from the 
greatest pari of the responsihility of deciding upon the course to he pursued hy 
you with regard to Mr. Jeremie, yet I feel no disposition to shrink from com- 
municating to you my opinions on the controversies and proceedings which have 
led to their result. 

'* As respects Mr. Jeremie and Mr. Reddie, the grave and practical censure' 
which is implied in their dismissal, renders it unnecessary for me to dilate oq, 
the serious errors of temper and judgment which they have manifested, not only 
with refer«lnce to the supreme court, but I feel justified in adding, on several 
other occasions during their official career in the Mauritius. 

" Of the accusations which were contained in the recusation, that which i 
based upon the rebuke conveyed by Lord Goderich in his despatch of the 15th 
March, 1833, seems to me, independently of the subsequent withdrawal of that 
rebake, to have been altogether untenable; and having regard to the cotise- 
qnences which, must necessaply result from such a proceeding even if un- 
successful, hot only, in reference to the case of Brodelet, about to be tried, 
but also in reference to the general administration of justice by the supreme 
oourt, I am of opinion that this attempt to destroy the confidence, not 
only of the executive, but of the community, in the judges composing that 
tribunal, by means of a charge which had already been maturely considered and 
decided on by the home authorities, was a most dangerous and unjustifiable 
proceeding, and inconsistent with the official duties and obligations of the 
procureur and advocate-general, and the president of the court of first 
instance. If his Majesty's government had felt that the judges were unworthy 
of being continued in their functions, it would have been so stated in Lord 
Goderich 's despatch ; and in the absence of such instruction, it was most unbe- 
coming on the part of any local authority, as well as most subversive of the 
respect and authority of the courts of law, that any such interpretation should 
have been given to the despatch of the secretary of state. 

"The other ground of objection against the chief judge, as stated in the 
recusation, namely, his being possessed of an interest in slaves, appears to have^ 
been entirely without foundation ; and although the executive council and your- 
self did not confine your investigations to that limited charge, but proceeded 
very properly to examine into the question whether the chief judge had any 
interest in property which might be cultivated by slaves ; yet there appears to 
me nothing arising out of these investigations which leads me to disbelieve the 
sincerity of Mr, Blackburn's intention to dispose of such property, or that he 
did effectually and substantially divest himself of it. 

"Independently of the invalidity of the charges to which I have referred, I 
cannot but admit that they have not been urged with the impartiality and 
decorum which ought to be observed by a public officer in the discharge of the 
very painful duty of accusing functionaries occupying most important stations in 
the colony. 

'*! willingly close my remarks on this subject, with the expression of my 
entire concurrence in the view which you took of the accusations against the- 
supreme court, when originally brought under your notice; in the decision 
pronounced upon the accusations by the executive council, and in the animad- 
versions Upon -Mr. Jeremie'fr conduct, which accompanied this decision*" 



in THB S£CAI» AND PSXSINT 

The principal complaint arises from an assumed delay in 
prosecuting the Grand Port prisoners. 

The answer is twofold. 

The delay^ if any, was not caused by Mr. Jeremie. 

There was no delay. 

As regards the first point, it is admitted by Mr. Rice 
himself that part of it, from the 26th December to the 7th 
January, can only have been caused by him, but he infers 
Mr. Reddie and Mr. Jeremie acted in "concert." It is 
sufficient that the latter distinctly avers, that on this occa- 
sion there was nothing like " concert" between them, which 
Mr. Reddie will most fully bear him out in. Indeed, 
tiiough in other cases they did agree, and occasionally consult 
each other, and although he does conceive the grounds on 
which Mr. Reddie proceeded were satisfactory, still as to the 
shape the proceedings should take, and the particular moment 
for originating them, there would have been, had they con- 
sulted each other on the subject, rather collision than concert 
And it is sotnewhat singular that concert is charged against 
them upon perhaps the only points on which they differed. 
As to the fourteen days at Christmas, be it observed, this is a 
period of relaxation from business all the world over, and 
surely if any one required such relaxation it was Mr. 
Jeremie. Yet, so far from availing himself of it, he might 
submit the documents and papers on that inquiry to any one ; 
and bearing in mind that they must all have been prepared, 
drawn up, and filed within that fortnight, he boldly asks 
whether, not only the day, but the night also must not have 
been spent, as it actually was, in this single duty ? 

Finally, not only Mr. Rice, but the governor himself has 
acquitted him, in the most distinct terms, of undue delay. It 
is true, that at one period the governor had appeared inclined 
to impute delay, but on explanation he forthwith withdrew 
that charge ; and indeed it then amounted to this : — 

The governor would have had Mr« Jeremie take these 
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people before the petty jmy, when the bttl had not yet been 
finrnd by the grand jury. 

But^ in &xit, there mus no delay-^he secretary of state 
was completely misinformed. Assizes are to be held four 
times a year — ^the preceding assizes had closed in October, 
and the case was ready for trial by the commencemait of 
Janu^; the further delay was caused by the governor 
and special court ; and the secretary of state thanks them 
ibr their actiyity. They wei'e, therefore, tried at the regular 
period. 

It is true the governor or chief judge might have convened 
an extraordinary assize ; this, however, rested with them and 
the president of the court of first instance. It was a matter 
foreign to Mr. Jeremie's duties, but which, he has no hesita^ 
tion in saying, if consulted, he would have deprecated ; and 
his reason is ihis:-*-the secretary of state had announced 
that immediate changes would take place in the courts. This 
was the prisoners' dread, hence their incessant applications to 
be tried by their partizans, the judges, publicly denounced, by 
the crown, as such. To have hurried on the trial, therefore, 
even if he could have done so, had been rendering himself a 
party to their conspiracy, whilst, to postpone it indefinitely, 
were equally gross injustice ; the only true course, therefore, 
appeared to be neither to expedite nor to delay — ^to avoid 
taking any extraordinary step. 

This was his opinion, and is still ; but he had no opportunity 
of expressing it, for he could not have tried them earliet* if he 
would ; nor in the then state of his relations with the gover- 
nor, is it probable that he would, under any circumstances, 
have offered an opinion on the subject. 

As to the inconvenience attending a decision contrary to 
that given by the special court in the case of the judges — 
another point alluded to in the despatch — ^there was none, 
absolutely none, and this the governor was officially informed 
of; for even admitting, which Mr. Jeremie does not| that 
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other fit local judges could not have beeti found, there always 
remained General Hall's remedy— to send the prisonerd home 
for trial — ^to put down treason as he put down the slave^rade; 
and the cogency here was at least as evident as there, for in 
this case the tribunals 'were solemnly denounced and pro- 
claimed as tainted. The prisoners would then unquestionably 
have had a fair and impartial trial before a British jury, and 
the island had been tranquillized for ever. 

As regards the failing to substantiate the chaises against 
Mr. Blackburn to the satisfaction of that council, 

He refers, in reply, to the preceding statement — ^to the pro- 
ceedings of that council — and to the fact, that two in three 
of its members were involved in the transactions developed; 
and even then he maintains their judgmissnt is directly contrary 
to evidence. 

Such are the grounds on which is founded the removal of 
a public officer, who may confidently say, that had he been 
supported from home, or by the local government, it would 
have been a comparatively easy task to have accomplished 
every purpose of good government, without any unusual acts 
or exposure. Support from either quarter had been sufficient; 
for had the corrupt portion of the service felt that the ground 
was unsteady, they, instead of rallying and uniting, would 
have quietly withdrawn, on the best terms they could make ; 
they would have sought to gain oblivion for the past, by 
their faithful discharge of duty for the future ; a line of con- 
duct jsaid also to have been contemplated by a few of those 
colonists who were more deeply compromised iii revolt. 
But when his Majesty's government, from motives no doubt 
cogent, but unexplained, had refrained for near twelve whole 
months from even communicatiug with the local government, 
on its internal affairs ; and when, being thus deserted from 
home, Mr. Jeremie was farther sacrificed as a subordinate, to 
propitiate a faction there, what possible course remained, 
but to bring the whole case before the government ? 
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But it is now requisite to proceed to the tiine wh6)i.tl)^ 
truth was actually placed beyond doubt. Could any thing b^ 
thenceforth more eminently, more successfully conciliatory, 
than his whole bearing ? The Grand Port case was deterr 
mined on the 31st March, and by the 31st May the 
most perfect unanimity prevailed; political animosity wai^ 
completely healed. The official prevaricator, the midnight 
burglar, whatever their social condition, Mr. Jeremie never 
would make terms with, or hold out hopes of impunity to, nor 
will ; but the remainder of the community, British or French, 
white or coloured, -all were perfectly agreed. The proof of 
this is in the archives of Downing Street. 

Lord Stanley's despatch at once opened up old wounds^ 
— dissensions, contentions re-appeared ; but with this im- 
portant difference, that the friends of sound, clean-handed 
government, and strict, impartial justice, had the majority in 
wealth, consideration, and numbers, and have ever since re- 
tained it. 

This, therefore, is certain, that if the object were " con- 
ciliation," it has signally failed. 

Whom have the government conciliated ? 

And here Mr. Jeremie cannot but mention, that he was the 
bearer of a petition from about a thousand inhabitants, praying 
for his reinstatement. 

This petition was as remarkable for the signatures which 
it bore as for the motives assigned. 

And there was a second document from, as appeared by 
an affidavit attached, many of the leading inhabitants, mer- 
chants, and proprietors, addressed to Messrs. Laborde, Reddie, 
and Jeremie. 

These papers show at once whom these measures have not 
conciliated. 

Here also Mr. Jeremie might appeal to a fact seen by Sir 
Wm. Wicolay himself, when with equal propriety and good feel- 
ing he was present to witness, in the most conspicuous manner. 
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Mr. Jeremi6'B final embarkation. It was- then he was also 
witness to another cireumstance : he saw erery British flag 
in the harbour lowered half-mast high^ in token of their sorrow 
and indignation. 

There were near forty sail ; the act was as unanimous as it 
was spontaneous, and the effect, report says, electric ! — ^And 
why this feeling ? Because they knew, as every man knows, 
as every honest man will avow, that up to the time Mr. Reddie 
and Mr. Jeremie entered office, the word Englishman was a 
term of contempt, of scorn and opprobrium, in the mouths of 
these newly**fledged loyalists. 

There remains not, that he is aware of, any single charge 
publicly brought against the line of policy pursued, or the 
conduct of the individual who advocated and resolutely fol- 
lowed up that policy, that remains unnoticed or unanswered ; 
but then it was more than whispered at Mauritius, that other 
heads of accusation had been transmitted, which cannot as- 
suredly be the case, or he would, in the course of five months 
that he has been here, and certainly previously to his being 
considered a fit candidate for any other office, have been called 
upon to answer them ; and therefore the astonishment is, not 
that such charges as the above have been made, but that they 
are in themselves so frivolous, and that Mr. Jeremie is here to 
answer them. There can, he maintains, be no more distinct 
proof of the caution and discretion, blended with acknowledgd 
perseverance, that marked the proceedings of himself and 
friends, or the respect this conduct inspired, than that nothing 
of even a questionable description could be even feigned 
against them; and this caution and discretion are further 
proved by this, that they have escaped unhurt fix>m all the 
meshes and the snares which individuals, so influential and 
so unscrupulous, in circumstances so desperate, could cpn* 
trive to lay for them. 

Within the last three years he has traversed fifty thou- 
sand miles, encountered the assassm on shore; and the pirate 
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mt urn; for ten years has it been his fate to face, in the sewice 
of the crown, every peril to which life is subject, whether from 
the ocean, from climate, or the hand of man. 

Nor have these exertions been unsuccessful or bestowed oa 
unworthy objects. 

Among the multitude of regulations and enactments intro^ 
duced in colonies in either hemisphere, not one can be pointed 
out which has failed in accomplishing its purpose — not one 
evil or abuse contended against that has not been remedied*-- 
not one where it was requisite to return twice to the subject ; 
yet even these, sufficient alone in number and importance for 
the life of many public servants, he is content to pass over in 
silence. 

Two purposes of greater magnitude have been accomplished, 
on which he would rest his claims to a feir, an impartial judg- 
pient He asks no more. 

Ten years ago a legal distinction, broad and galling, existed 
between the free classes throughout our negro colonies, — ^the 
distinction of colour. It was said to be ipterwoven with the 
•whole frame-work of society, and inexpugnable. It seemed 
to him a fertile source of weakness, and should it continue to 
endure until emancipation were granted, likely to shake to its 
foundation that part of our empire : as a grievance it was poli- 
tically more pregnant with danger than slavery itself; yet had 
it drawn comparatively little attrition, and though occasion- 
ally a voice had been raised against it, nothing had been prac- 
tically effected. 

It was after four years' experience, and having well weighed 
and witnessed the consequences, that Mr. Jeremie drew up and 
submitted to Sir George Murray an ai^ument in which this 
grave colonial question was treated in all its bearings. This 
at once caught the clear and quick eye of that eminent states- 
man. It met with his approbation, and without a struggle or 
a murmur the curse of Ham disappeared irom the western 
world. 
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Sir George Murray commenced with St. Lucia, and. mthin 
six months not one British West Indian colony persisted in 
this mistaken and outrageous policy. Deep-rooted as it was 
said to be, it met its deserved fate, and men only wonder, and 
continue to wonder, how, for two centuries, their prejudices 
could have rendered them so blind to their true interests. 

Next, with regard to emancipation. Here he would not, nor 
could, with propriety, allude to any popular effort of his ; but 
his labours, exclusively official, and transmitted to and con- 
ducted by desire of the colonial office on this single subject, 
might almost, without a metaphor, be measured by the yard, 
or weighed by the load. But to refer to recent times. On 
his last visit to this country it became his duty to draw up, 
by command, and transmit from the first port he arrived at, a 
full and matured plan for the practical consummation of. this 
most interesting and magnificent experiment, which need only 
be compared with the measure as adopted, to show that it was 
not without its use. That others of unquestioned ability must 
have laboured long and assiduously at that important work, 
none can. deny; but that an ample outline, and all the princi- 
ples and leading features of the system, as now at work, will 
be found distinctly traced in thjese papers, will, he is cqdt 
vinced, be admitted* 

Both these services rendered to die cause of humaoity and 
good government, are to this day unacknowledged; indeed 
it is chiefiy from a comparison of his papers with the .latter 
measure, that he knows they reached the .colonial office^. 
Iiord Stanley's original confused plan is not likely to be for- 
gotten ; but in the interval between the passing of his resolu- 
tions and the introduction of his bill, Mr. Jeremie's papers and 
plan arrived from Rio. 

But he has been honoured with another requital — he has 
been sent to the two most disturbed, most discontented, and 
lawless colonies in his Majesty's dominions ; has twice re-r 
stored them to some degree of order and subordinatioi^ — ^ha^ 
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twice conciliated to himself and the home government^ large 
bodies of the most influential inhabitants, and is finally re- 
warded with — a dkwmssaU 

And in what way has reward been conferred on him ? 

Prejudged on a rumour in March, verbally but most harshly 
remarked upon by Lord Stanley, in presence of a mercantile 
cabal in April, and ordered on conjecture to be relieved from 
his official duties in May* All these rumours and conjectures, 
having their foundation in reports maliciously fabricated by 
interested parties, and much too easily credited — it did appear 
that nothing could occur more eminently calculated to did* 
play the actual disposition of superior authority, home or 
local, towards him. 

He was mistaken ; it appears to have been deemed expe* 
dient, not only to bring accusations, founded on rumours and 
conjectures, thus prematurely, and even to question his mo- 
tives on points particularly calculated to devote any public 
man to lasting execration, but also, (breaking through every 
official rule) to give the most emphatic publicity in that co* 
lony to these groundless imputations, and thus to expose him 
agfun, when divested of every vestige of authority, uiiheard, 
unprotected, to the vengeance of an unprincipled Auction, 
whose personal hatred towards him was well known, a hatred 
drawn down by the faithful dischai^e of his official duties, 
and who were also known to be in the highest degree of ex- 
asperation, owing to the thorough public exposure their con- 
duct had recently undergone. 

Such a line of proceeding towards an officer, whom as 
public prosecutor, and whilst he continued there, the govern* 
ment were most peculiarly bound to shield and to protect^ 
(even assuming for a moment that there could be cause to 
warrant subsequent measures, however grave, against him) 
seems not only inconsistent with right feeling and sound 
policy, but equally opposed to common usage and to com- 
;non justice. 
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TbsA any language he eould use, with r^^aid to such treat* 
ment, is most fidly warranted, appears from documente which 
prove that the very men whom by the govemor'a {nroclama'- 
tion he had been commanded to prosecate, were, preyionsly 
to the publication of these despatches, explicit in their praise 
of his conduct — a circumstance perhaps without a parallel, 
and very different indeed from what has been, as he has rea^ 
son to know, assiduously represented ; though thus en* 
couraged, they immediately caught at the assumed delay, 
and at the improper motives to which that delay was assigii* 
ed, and forthwith prosecuted him at Mauritius, for dam^es 
to the amount of ten thousand pounds. This suit was thrown 
out, but an action having been again renewed in England, 
Mr. Jeremie immediately entered an appearance, and as yet he 
has heard no more of it — ^they have not filed their declaration. 

But it has been said, that there is in the case of Mauritius 
so much contradictory evidence, — statements of the most 
opposite complexion, are all so fully supported by the testi* 
mony of large bodies of persons, — ^that it has become almost 
impossible to arrive at the truth. 

That such contradiction does exist, he verily believes,-^ 
that misrepresentation, willing, extensive, designed, exists 
somewhere, is apparent. One or other of the parties does 
intentionally deceive ; and this party, be it which it may, is 
not only supported by numbers, but by men of some station 
and official rank — ^by men, hitherto, of fiur reputed characters* 

It is equally indisputable, that such a state of things 
does in itself prove that corruption has taken deep root in 
that society; in a society where it is not singly, nor by the 
dozen, but by hundreds, that false witnesses appear; whem 
the facts affirmed and denied, must have taken place in the 
most public and notorious manner, and where the imputations 
charged are not of an ordinary character, but extend to every 
shade of crime, in every station of life. 

Now the general prevalence of falsehood being established^ 
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it is scarcely going too far to assume farther^ that these prac- 
tices must have heea of Home duration ; and in the present 
instance, this inference is borne out by long and abundant 
experience. Time out of mind, fyym the day the colony fell 
into our possession, has this system of denying acknowledged 
facts been persevered in, whether as regards the slave trade, 
or the enforcement of the register or of the slave amelioration 
laws, or the intention of offering an armed resistance to the 
measures of government. On all these occasions, truths 
which must have been universally known, were strenuously 
denied, and denied under the sanction of the highest local 
authority. TRiey were only proved after flie most laborious 
inquiry; and then were they as readily avowed to have 
existed throughout, by those who hitherto had strenuously 
denied them. 

Then, who are the leading parties to the present contro- 
versy? On one side are two public officers, Mr. Reddie and 
Mr. Jeremie; one, Mr. Reddie, utterly unknown, unheard of 
by them, and they by him, until he had an opportunity of 
judging for himself; a gentleman avowedly far from deficient 
in talent, judgment, or general information. The other also 
recently introduced among them. Now, say that a spirit of 
revenge, a latent animosity, if you will, actuates Mr. Jeremie, 
what spirit, but a sense of truth and justice, can impel Mr. 
Reddie ? Again, what spirit can actuate the hundreds, the 
thousands of Mr. Jeremie's former avowed opponents, who 
now, in the hope of obtaining a clean-handed government, 
honest tribunals, and public tranquillity, look up to him for 
protection and support ? for it is a striking fact, that he is now 
risking his peace of mind, his future prospects, his family's 
welfare, in supporting those who, scarcely two years since, 
Combined with men who had aimed at his very existence. 

On the other hand, is there any one of the opposite officers, 
however high their stations, governors and judges, up to the 
period of Sir Charles Colville*s return, who has not, laudably 

k2 
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or otherwise, whether in discharge or in violation of duty, is 
not now the question, — ^who has not, take them all from the 
earliest period, contrived to identify himself in interest with 
tiie colonists ? On all occasions, has not the same disinterested 
impartiality been alleged, and the same community of interests 
been ultimately detected ? 

Then to have prepared and collected such loads of testi- 
mony, argues some previous acquaintance of the parties 
gained over. The man must be absolutely deranged, who, 
entering a country as Mr. Jeremie did, confides such a plot 
to some hundred persons, and surpassingly fortunate to in- 
duce them to a man to swear headlong in support of it, 
though in so doing they sacrificed their early friends, coun- 
trymen, companions, and near relations. But with the oppo- 
sing party all is explained — ^they struggled for honour, charac- 
ter, and life. Thus on one side, those who came forward 
were discharging a solemn, but most repugnant and hazardous 
duty ; whilst those who appeared on the other, had to defend^ 
not only their companions, and their accomplices, but their 
own honour, character, fortune, and existence. Now take 
another test* Which party has been the most consistent in 
its statements? 

From the time that Mr. Reddie had an opportunity of 
knowing the state of things to his departure, from the period 
that Mr. Jeremie was secluded in a species of complimentary 
imprisonment on his first visit, to that in which he was 
prosecuted for £10,000 damages, on his leaving, has the 
slightest contradiction ever appeared in their statements ? — 
Have they ever ceased to maintain that Mauritius was ruled 
by a faction, that mismanagement on the part of the adminis- 
tration formed their principal if not their sole strength — ^that 
the courts were iniquitously corrupt, and should be remodelled 
— ^that large numbers of the colonists were loyal at heart, 
but terror-ridden — ^that the dominant party were eminently 
false, and eminently hostile to a British connexion — ^that the 
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mass of the population^ thoiigh roused and mided by the 
acts of the demagogue, and conniTance of too many local 
AinctionarieSy could be easily brought round to better prin- 
ciplesy whilst neither all the &vours that could be bestowed, 
nor money, nor honours, nor place, would convert the others ; 
all that would be given they would take, and mock at your 
infatuated folly — ^that concession would only increase their 
power for evil — that, in short, impelled by one single impulse, 
they would adopt any means, however monstrous — seek any 
opportunity, however remote — sacrifice friends, country, con- 
nexions, accomplices, (whom they treat as mere counters) to 
satisfy the cravings of a vicious, fantastic, insatiable, and 
frenzied ambition? 

But how incessantly have not the leading functionaries on 
the other side changed their tone, sounding the alarm when 
the dominant faction deemed it convenient to profess alarm — 
testifying to their loyalty when they professed loyalty— express- 
ing apprehension, calling for reinforcements when they were 
pleased to threaten, and again testifying to their tranquil and 
pacific dispositions, when it was their policy to lull suspicion ! 
Has this ever failed — has it not been repeated again and 
again for the last twenty years, until truth has become a 
mockery and government a fiirce ? 

Take the threat of an armed resistance alone. In each of 
the years 1830, 1831, 1832, and 1833, was it not made, and 
abandoned, and renewed ? Then, in 1834, was it not denied 
to have ever been made ? 

These presumptions — ^tliese inferences, fairly drawn from 
the acknowledged state of things, appear decisive, even if 
they stood alone ; but it is fortunate, indeed, that there is, on 
the present occasion,.an indisputable, and, he would say, an in- 
fallible test. On every controverted point there are documents 
under their own hands — documents, the authenticity of which 
is to this hour unquestioned. His first inroad upon them was 
sudden; many papers were destroyed ; but others were of too 
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pTBiblie ft iMture^ or ftlvndy bqfond tlieir retdi^ and llitae 
remain. Now these documents make oat the whole case. By 
their own acts let them be judged. GRTing up the whole of the 
Oral testimony^ relyifig on written etidence alone ; thore aie 
abundant documents proving bad fidih in superiors, dolinr 
quency in subordinates; proving that the insurgent pow«r 
had ita civil government, its military government — proving 
the iniquitouoiess of their designs, and the means they pos- 
sessed to enforce them — showing diat anarchy the moat com- 
plete has existed, and must reign there again whenever it is 
their pleasure to produce it-^-showing that law is contemned, its 
ftdministmtors gained over, the government a mere name*--itB 
principal officers inefficient, infiaituated, or wilfully and intel- 
ligibly silent ;-^tihiat this has continued for years, and exists 
to this hour-^that, in short, the Mauritius is in a state, as 
Bl««.dy mentioned, «ne««npled in Rigiand oraay whereelae. 

Mr. Jeremie finally quitted Mauritius the second time on the 
S8th of October, and landed at Brighton on the Slst January 
last* Mr. Reddie embarked three days afterwards. 

They were accompanied by Mn Laborde on behalf of the 
white inhabitants, and Messrs. Letord and Hitie, of the co- 
loured population— to endeavour to obtain their reinstatement 
and return. 

Soon after their return, Lord Aberdeen appointed Mr. Wil- 
son end Mr. Suitees to succeed Messrs. Blackburn and Re- 
mott^ us judges of the supreme court at Mauritius. Neither 
of these gentlemen can yet have arrived, so that the judicial 
uffi^rs of the colony are still in the hands of the formen 

Lord Aberdeen, before he could form a judgment on so ccmu- 
plicated a case, retired from office, and was succeeded by Lord 
Olenelg. 

Immediately on Mr. Jeremie's return he waited on an 
eminent and distinguished friend; whom, when appointed 
originally to Mauritius, he had the honour of being acquainted 
with, that fnend being at that time engaged in framing an act 
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of Pariittment to prt farther efect to the law» for the sup- 
presMon of the slave trade at Mauritms. He, with that 
caution which was due alike to his own high professional 
clfaracter, and to the case itself^ and with that generosity and 
liberality for which he is equally remarkable, took the papers 
with him — carefully perused them all during the Eastei^holi- 
dayS'-drew up and signed his own analysis of the case, and 
having sent* it into the Golonial-ofBce, waited sube^equently on 
Lord Glenelg by appointment. The reply then obtained was, 
that it was "inexpedient" for his lordship to reverse his pre- 
decessor's decision. It is this reply which brings the whole 
case before the public. 

In the mean time it may not be unimportant to examine 
what has been doing at Mauritius since October. 

The person chosen for Mr. Jeremie's successor was — whom ? 
Will any man in England believe it ? His successor was, and 
is at this moment— the same Mr. Prosper D'Epinay, who 
figures so prominently in all these transactions ; and if the ap- 
pointment be curious, the motives assigned are, perhaps, still 
more so. The following is from a proclamation which reached 
this country by the very last arrivals : — 

*' The governor being also desirous to make his own senti- 
ments known to the inhabitants, takes the first opportunity 
which presents for this purpose, by the very recent nomination 
of one of the colonists to a situation of the greatest confidence, 
and his excellency is highly gratified that his choice on the 
present occasion has fully met the views of his Majesty's go- 
vernment ; Mr. P. D'Epinay having been named, by express 
command from the king, to the situation of procureur and ad- 
vocate-general. 

"The terms in which this order is conveyed are not only 
highly flattering to this gentleman, but they also point out so 
strongly the regard shown by his Majesty for the wishes of 
the inhabitants in general, that his excellency thinks fit to 
quote the very words used by the secretary of state. 
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'' ' In Te-app<nnting a member of the colCMnial bar, to fill fhe 
situation of prDcoreur and adTocate^moral, and also to be 
the legal advmer of the crown, and member of the executive 
council, I flatter myself that his Majesty's government will 
remove all ill-founded doubts that might be entertained by 
the inhabitants of the colony, owing to the events of 1832. 

'^ * And therefore, and also in the most anxious hope, that 
the appointment which I have to announce to you, will be 
received in the same spirit as that in which it is offered, I 
have now to signify to you his Majesty's pleasure, that you 
aj^int to the office of procureur and advocate general, Mr. 
Prosper D'Epinay, gentleman, whose talents and acquire- 
ments appear to have merited for him to be placed at the 
head of his profession in that colony ; and whose high personal 
character offers the most satisfactory security that, if he 
accepts this office, he will fulfil its duties vnth loyalty and 
fidelity, and with the determination to use all his exertions to 
conciliate those political discussions and judicial controversies 
which have disturbed the colony for the last three years/ " 

(This is a re-translation from the French, the Ei^lish copy, 
not having yet arrived.) 

This is the gentleman, be it observed, who published his 
manifesto in opposition to the governor, on the 7th of July, 
1832 ; in token, probably, of his fidelity ; and as r^ards 
his loyalty, the last certificate he obtained of that from the 
government, was conveyed in a despatch from the secretary 
of state (Earl Ripon) directing him to be removed, even from 
among the unofficial and unsalaried members of council, owing 
to his conduct throughout these transactions. 

Such a law aflviser required an equally loyal and faithful 
king's solicitor; accordingly, the very same local gazette 
contains the following announcement : — 

*^ His excellency the governor directs, that it be notified, 
for general information, that Ivanof Dupont, Esq., has been 
named government attorney, instead of J. A. Adrian, Esq." 
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The foUowing paragraph, from a recent Iettor> explains the 
motive for this appointment:— 

^' Yoiu^ Dupont has succeeded Adrian as government 
avoue. The letter from the governor to Adrian is couched 
in very handsome terms, intimating that the will of the pro* 
cureur-general, on these occasions, is always allowed (he being 
responsible) ; but that Mr. Adrian's services have given high 
satisfaction to his excellency, and that in acknowledging the 
privilege claimed by the present procureur-general, Mr. 
Adrian's services will not be required whilst Mn P« D'Epinay 
is in office." 

Now many will be anxious to know who that gentleman 
can be, whose loyalty and fidelity are so pre-^niinent, as to 
render it requisite for the governor to dispense with the servi- 
ces of so meritorious a public servant as Mr. Adrian. 

The 58th witness for the crown on the Grand Port trials 
deposed as follows : — 

'^ The day that Mr. Jeremie came to court (22d June) 
witness was at the guard house, with 60 volunteers, by order 
of his captain. Monsieur Maret ; they were armed with sabres, 
pikes, fowling-pieces, and some ammunition muskets. He 
saw them making cartridges at the guard-house. — Question 
from the {MTOsecutor. — Were you told why you were armed on 
that day? A* Yes, we were told we must drive the English 
from the colony, to be independent, and make our own laws. 
Q. Do you know any one who held this language at the 
guard-house? A. Yes, there was Mr. Maignard; once I saw 
Mr. DupontyjunioVy and a gentleman they called Mr. Hugon.'' 

Take another appointment. In October, 1833, a gentleman 
called on Mr. Jeremie, with the protector of slaves, to state 
that the civil commissary of the quarter, named Mangeot, had 
wilfully withheld, and denied that he possessed, in his regis- 
ters of baptism, the proofs that two families, held as slaves by 
a gentleman in his district, were bom and had been baptized 
as free. Mr. Jeremie, on full inquiry, ascertained that the 
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dMurge was well founded; he then leported the case to the 
governor ; Mangeot also sent in his vindicatioD, whidi ths 
governor referred back to Mr. Jeremie^ with a note, stating, 
that in any case, Mr. Mangeot was an unfit person for a civil 
commissary^ which opimon he confirmed a second time, by 
letter, on reading Mn Jeremie's strictures on Mangeot's vin- 
dication; and he was, of course, removed. 

The Gazette of the 21st of February last, contains thef 
following appointment : — 

** Andrew Mangeot, Esq. (the same person) to be civil 
commissary of the Riviere de Rempart (the same district). 
And this appointment is declared to have been made provi* 
sionally by the governor '^ sur la presentation de son honneur 
le chef juge." 

Now how do these appointments bear on the question of 
slavery ? and what has been the effect of this e:d;raordinary 
policy, on the general tranquillity ? By the Emancipation Act, 
it iis ordained, that all claims from persons pretending to free- 
dom, shall be determined by commissioners named under or 
by virtue of the act; and the official commissioners nominated 
by that act are the governor and his principal law adviser—^ 
in other words, Mr. D'Epinay, — ^who thus holds the fate of 
this large mass of individuals in his hands; whilst being 
deeply interested, especially as a mortgagee in slave property, 
he becomes in all these matters both judge and party. There 
are, it is true, other commissioners appointed by the governor, 
by virtue of the act ; but they, though several of them are 
gentlemen of high respectability, are mostly slave-holders; and 
as though this were not sufficient, the preparing these cases 
naturally devolves on the crown solicitor^ Monsieur Dupont. 

But this is not all ; the nominations to office are not more 
surprising than the removals. 

The state of the slave registries has been pointed out and 
explained. All the facts with regard to this department were 
submitted to government by Mr. Mylius, the registrar ; this 
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gcatkf&aii it aceordingly TeinoTed-*-t]ie local g PT w n me nt 
famng directed the elave regiBteiB to be delivered over to the 
rqi^etrer of Mr. Blaokbum's court* 

There were three protectors of slaves — ^two zealous, firin^ 
mid ou this account to a certain extent unpopular, but 
beloved by the slaves; the other highly popular with the 
planters^-this gentleman is retained as a special magis^ 
trate; the services of the two former are not required at 
Mauritius. 

Now it was a duty specially assigned to these gaitlemen, 
by ^r Geoige Murray and by Lord Goderich, to make full 
inquiry as to illicit importations of slaves; and both the 
t^cers whose functions have ceased had, it is believed, con- 
dhlerable numb^is of these persons on their lists, to be brought 
forward at the proper time ; and this, with every other clue, is 
now lost. 

And finally, as concerns the g^ieral tranquillity of the 
colony, gentlemen who have left that island very recently 
declare it to be in an utterly disorganized state, which is 
confirmed by the following pithy and concluding paragraph 
of the governor. Sir W. Nicolay's, recent proclamation :— 

** The governor has as yet received neither instructions nor 
authority to make the least alteration in any of the existing 
ei^ablishments, or of the public departments. The governor 
desires tJia.t the public be duly informed on this point, so that 
the inhabitants may not entertain the erroneous opinion that 
all the privileges to which they may pretend are to be granted 
to them immediately and unconditionally. 

*'They may, however, be well assured, that it is his excel* 
lency^s sincere wish to support their just claims towards the 
government, and whatever their object, that the welfare of 
the colony will ever excite his warmest solicitude. His ex- 
cellency hopes, then, that this now prosperous colony will be 
faithful to itself, settmg aside all expressions of irritation or 
impatience, abstaming prudently from all acts which might let 
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it be Buppofied by tfaie authorities at home, thai a factious 
spirit still sumveSy and that the elements of disorder have 
only disappeared for a moment ; that^ uniting among them- 
selves in one single sentiment, and in a common enei^ to 
buiy in oblivion all the past disturbances, and all resentments^ 
to extinguish all animosity and party spirit, they vrill rely 
with patience and confidence, in the sincere and benevolent 
intentions of government towards them, and will await as the 
reward of their loyalty, of their attachment, and of their tran- 
quil conduct, a participation in more liberal institutions, which 
it is the intention of his Majesty's government to extend to 
them, when the proper time shall have arrived, but which they 
vrill never wrench from it, for on the contrary, these advan- 
tages can only be retarded by the clamour and impatience of 
parties.'' 

The secret of all which contorted and ambiguous phraseo- 
logy is, as conveyed by private letters, that the party are 
renewing their machinations with a view of again resisting, so 
soon as opportunity offers, the British crown and government ; 
whilst, from the condition of the courts, and the country 
generally, it is tolerably clear, that even should the mother 
country feel inclined to confer a gift of near two millions 
sterling on this faction, in token of its admiration of its past 
*' loyalty and fidelity," barely one fifth of that sum would on 
the most liberal computation reach its right owners, the bon& 
fide creditors of these persons. 

It thus appears, — 

That though the personal question concerning Mr. Jeremie 
be one of extreme hardship — he is but one of a class who have 
been rendered the victims, not of a public and avowed change 
of policy, but of an unavowed abandonment; of public principle. 
That he and numbers of others have been deliberately thrust 
forward on duties acknowledged to be unpopular and arduous, 
and then publicly sacrificed^ by the same government, to 
canciliate its late inveterate enemies. 
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The general questions involved in this discussion are also, 
on public and national grounds, of paramount importance. 

As regards the pure, impartial, and unsullied administra- 
tion of justice, — 

Thare is here an instance of proceedings, conducted by the 
most eminent local authorities, in defiance of every principle 
of law and rule of practice, with the express tendency of 
suppressing the truth, and to the effect of screening from 
justice, delinquents of high official rank — and such proceed- 
ings not only escape censure, but meet with direct countenance 
and unqualified approbation from the home government. 

Then touching the greatest experiment of modem times — 
Emancipation. Not only is every individual friendly to the 
measure removed from office, but they are to make room for 
a set of men, distinguished only for their deadly and en- 
venomed hate of its principles, and for their tyrannical and 
brutal treatment of the slave ; of men detested and abhorred 
by every individual of honour or of character in the very com- 
munity over which they are called to rule. 

And as concerns retributive justice, British honour, and 
British supremacy, — 

Here are a band of foreign pirates and freebooters, in num- 
bers utterly contemptible, yet governing a whole country by 
sheer terror, to be subsidised with millions of British moneys- 
felonies by the thousands and the tens of thousands remu- 
nerated, whilst their victims are still bending under their 
chains, with loads on loads of British gold; treason the 
blackest, rewarded by place, emolument, and honour — and 
every truly honest, and faithful, and really loyal subject, de- 
livered over, bound hand and foot, to destruction, by any 
means, however foul or " rapid." 
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Chambert, Part Iiouai. J«i« tSth, 1834. 
Mt seas Sir* 

I hare wwirtd yovr letter of yesterdey'e date, aooonpaiiied 

by your report on the Grand Port trial, requesting to knoir if I consider it " a fair 

and honest account of the case/' and I have in consequence perused it with 

great attention. 

It is difficult, I am well aware, to conTsy to those at a distance, the real 

nature of that case by any report, or of the state of this colony during the last 

18 months (the period of my residence here) ; as I feel that had I not been an 

eye witness to what has passed, it would have been impossible for any 

eridence to have caused me to credit it, or for any report to have enabled me 

to comprehend it. That so much weakness, and so much wickedness, political 

and moral, could hafe existed even in a ceded island, colonised by outcasts of 

very doubtful character, but nominally under British rule, is indeed difficult tp 

conceive, and melancholy to reflect on. 

And I therefore feel assured that I am ftr within the hounds of the real state 

of the case and truth, when, after considering the oral and documentary 

evidence laid officially before me in November and December last, and recalling 

the remarkable and overwhelming evidence, events, and diselomras whieh took 

place during that unparalleled trial, I state that your report, while it is '* a Mx 

and honest account of the case," contains as correct a view, and is as moderate 

end as devoid of the least exaggeration, as its circumscribed limits, and Hi* 

duty you owe your official station, could permit you to make it. 

You next ask " my opinion of your general conduct throughout this trial/' 

What were the circumstances in which yon were plaeed 1 

Invoking the aid of the law in an island which has long been lawless, or only 

ruled by those whom you were trying for their lives, before a court amply 

Implicated, and judges actuated, as they did not scruple to show themselves to 

be, by such feelings of animosity and bias both as regarded yourself, the case* 

and the witnesses for the prosecution— with a whole bar of counsel for the 

prisoners to contend widi — a bar hardly taking the tnndile to oonceal their power 

over, or^eir contempt for, these judges — and their virulence against him who 

had, relying on the justice and strength of his cause, and the beneficial results 

from a publicity which they could not impede, and the moral courage o€ &e 

witnesses, amidst the greatest intimidation— a moral courage hitherto unknown 

to the tropics — and despite of all obstacles from all quarters, thrown in his way 

•—laid bare the truth, and forced a public exposure, and spread constemation 

(however, so far as regarded the verdict, humiliatingly ineffective), even in a 

place where the prisoners and their adherents deemed themselves] sure of a 

triumph. 

To say, that to my solemn conviction the ease was established, is only to 

express the firm opinion 1 held after the day of the trial -, an opinion which I 

have found to be that of every individual who was present, and not himself 

involved in, or compromised by, these guilty proceedings. But from that bench 

neither they, nor I, ever ezpectod any other verdict than that which was given, 

while they agree with me in thinking that this trial has not been uninstructive 

here ; nor, I am convinced, will it be so elsewhere. It has unmasked and 

arrested in its progress, one of the deepest laid schemea of disaffected yillany 
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whioh erer difgite«d hiimaiuty-*TillB]ky which thay who plt&Md, tad ihey 
who abetted, now Tainly attempt to diaguiae or diaclaim* 

In thoae eirenmatances yonr condnot and line of procedure was in my opinion 
moat jndicioaa, and what yonr dnty dictated. 

You lastly aak me for the impreasion on my mind of your deportment and 
demeanour during that trial. 

That you were prepared to encounter all the bias or browbeating that a bench 
eould offer, was clear, or you would ner^r have entered that court— that your 
witneasea were to be overawed and intimidated by the manner (and even in 
geaturea by the aub-registrar) of that court, you must have expected ; that the 
bench was to adopt a line of examination and of cross-examination, not to elicit 
the truth, but to explain away every fact you might elicit, and to endeavour to 
neutralise and burlesque what it could not explain away, waa in the circum« 
stances more than probable. But that it waa to be insinuated by an individual 
holding the rank of chief justice, that you had been base enough to make a sign 
to a witness*— you never could have anticipated ; and under theae cJicumatancea 
you may rejoice that this case depended on the isolated testimony of no single 
witness, (which might have afforded an opportunity of making such a charge, 
however false that charge might be,) or even of half a dozen witnesses— but on 
documents beyond the possibility of derogation, and on facts which could be 
proved by one third of the colony, if there had been any necessity— facts which 
were drawn, however unwillingly, and often unconsciously, from the witnesses 
for the defence, even in despite of perjury, and (in the attempt to screen his 
friends' cause) even at the expence of a British officer's hitherto fair fame. 

You may indeed rejoice that this case did not admit of the least opening for 
such an inainuation, and that therefore its malignity, when made, was lost, not 
less in its groundlessness than its absurdity. 

Placed in such a position, I can only say, that your deportment and demeanour 
throughout, was what I could have wished mine to have been in similar cir- 
cumstances of public duty, and on which, although our acquaintance dates only 
firom your return to this colony in April, 1833, and our knowledge of each other 
is almoat limited to the observance of each other's public conduct and discharge 
of official functions, I beg yon will permit me, with all sincerity and admiration, 
to congratulate you. 

I firmly trust that neither you nor I may ever have the misery of witnessing 
such a profanation of a court, and such a mockery of justice, again. 

My only hope is, as it is unexampled in British judicial history, it may long 

remain so. 

Believe me to be, my dear Sir, 

With regard, yours very faithfully, 

John "Redvtk, 

Presidmt of the Court of First Instance of Mauritius, Doctor of Laws of eleven years', 

and an Advocate of the Scottish Bar of nine years' standing. 

The Honourable John Jeremie, Procurewr-Sf^ 



Mauritius, June t4tth, 1834. 
Although I was not called upon to take any active or oatensible part in the 
Crown prosecution against Brodelet and others for high treason, yet I felt it my 
bounden duty aa one of the king's couiumI i^ the law, to be present in court* to 

9 It is but right to add that Mr. Blackburn immediately and publicly explained 
away his charge. 
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Mfiit tt least with my tdiriea dnrins the whole of the preeeedings, md I 
accordingly attended in my place by the aide of Mr. procnreur general from 
the commencement to the close of this extraordinary trial, except the short 
intenral of Major Cunningham's examination, when I was unavoidably absent. 

From the result of a close attention to the case, I am bound in 'justice to 
declare, that the annexed statement of the facts disclosed in evidence, is a true 
and correct report; and I must add, that whilst Mr. procureur-general con- 
ducted this case with his accustomed energy^ yet that energy was always 
tempered with much judgment, moderation, and forbearance, although con* 
tinually exposed to the provocation and excitement of a personal attaclc unpre* 
cedented in the annals of judicial history. 

I am only restrained from saying more on the subject by a sense of delicacy, 

from those sentiments of ancient friendship and of recent gratitude, which, it is 

well known, attach me closely and affectionately to my very old friend, Mr. 

Jeremie. 

Edward A. Williams, 

Substitute Procureur-General of Mauritius, and a Barrister of thirty 'tiiiie year $ 

standing at tht English Bar. 



Port Louis, Mauritius, 16th June, 1834. 

Sir, — ^You request me to state whether the accompanying document addressed 
to the secretary of state, contains a correct report of the trial of the prisoners 
of Grand Port. 

I beg, therefore, to certify, that I was in court nearly the whole of its dura- 
tion, and heard delivered almost the entire mass of evidence, both for the 
prosecution and defence, with the exception of that of Colonel Simpson ; and 
that your report of that evidence is, to the best of my recollection and beUef, 
particularly accurate. With regard to your demeanour during the trial, I may 
observe you was placed in the most singular and trying situation, and in circum* 
stances calculated to effect an overwhelming impression on a less powerful 
understanding. The prisoners were persons of great note, and extensively 
connected in the colony ; most of the advocates their intimate friends, and 
warmly espousing their cause, and the audience composed in great part of their 
personal connexions and adherents. That, surrounded by these difficultiesp 
which perhaps a professional man can only truly estimate, and in a trial of the 
greatest duration I have ever witnessed, — exposed to constant attacks from the 
prisoners' counsel, and with numerous subjects of irritation occurring, I was 
never present at any legal proceeding where the public prosecutor conducted 
himself with so much forbearance, or where his demeanour was more unexcep- 
tionable. I must also observe that your duty to the crown on the above occa- 
sion was performed with an ei^ergy, an unwearied assiduity and talent, which 
I scarcely ever saw equalled in any court of justice. 

£dw4RD Davies, Barrister at Law. 



Port Louis, September 97, 1834. 

On Saturday, August SOth, 1834, I accidentally met Mr. Keating at a dinner 
party ; when I was about to retire, and was passing through an outer room, ftfr. 
Keating followed me, and requested permission to speak a few words. 

Mr. Keating then asked me if it were true that Mr. Jeremie intended to 
leave the island. 

I aaswersd, as his excellency the goremor had takeniip<m himself to dismiss 
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Mr. Jeremie from hia office, that I thought it very probable that Mr. Jeremie 
would soon leave for England, and I added, that I thought the colony would feel 
its loss, after Mr. Jeremie was gone. 

Mr. Keating replied, that he could not make clearly out Mr. Jeremie's cha- 
racter, but that he thought Mr. Jeremie a very just man, and that the colony 
would feel Mr. Jeremie's absence at the crisis of emancipation. 

I said, that as to Mr. Jeremie being a just man, every person must confess, 
that on the Grand Port trial, Mr. Jeremie behaved towards the accused with 
great consideration and fairness. 

Mr. Keating said, *'Yes, and especially towards myself : I do assure you I 
have no feeling of ill-will towards Mr. Jeremie ; I think if he had known me 
better, that he would not have put me among the accused ; but the matter is now 
passed, and if I were to meet Mr. Jeremie I should be the first to offer him my 
hand.'' 

I then remarked to Mr. Keating that he must have been sadly led away by 
others. 

Mr. Keating then told me, that he wished to have an interview with Mr. 
Jeremie, and made mention of some papers which he intended to give to Mr. 
Jeremie. 

I then gave Mr. Keating to understand, that Mr. Jeremie made it a rule to 

■ee any one who had business to transact with him ; and that if Mr. Keating 

made application to Mr. Jeremie for an interview, that I was convinced Mr. 

Jeremie would not refuse to see him. 

(Signed) 

(A true copy> 

J. JuinifB. 



SUGGESTIONS ON THE STATE OF MAURITIUS, 

SUBMITTED TO GOVERNMENT ON MR. JEREMIE'S 

FIRST RETURN, OCT. 1832. 



As regards General Sir Charles Colrille, Mr. Jeremie entertained the most 
profound conriction of his integrity and purity of purpose ; and this opinion, 
as formed at the time, and then expressed, it is due to truth that he should not 
withhold ; hut it is equally due to truth he should add, that many occurrences 
of that period were then unknown to him, and among other fiicts, he was not 
aware that the goyemor had identified himself in interest with the colonists ; 
though even now, with a full knowledge of these facts, it would be with reluc- 
tance that he would modify a judgment formed when the erents were imme- 
diately passing under his eye. 

He proceeded, in his official report, to state where, in his opinion, lay the root 
of the evil ; and here all subsequent obserration tends most strongly to corro- 
borate his original views. 

<* In the present condition of the courts of justice, is the root of the evil : an 
opinion borne out by strong facts and ample authority. 

*' To him it is palpable as day, that the people of Mauritius never could hare 
rushed on from offence to offence, and folly to folly, thus blindly ; bidding defi- 
ance to the protector, trifling with the register laws, denying the effect of Orders 
in Council, had not the magistracy displayed a very unusual supineness. Cri- 
minal prosecutions may often fail from causes beyond control ; but when for a 
long series of years, so much exactly appears as might be expected to shield from 
responsibility, while the same unfavourable result has invariably attended each 
effort, this savours, at least, of culpable negligence, or incapacity. The example 
set by the highest judicial functionaries, of accepting commissions under a royal 
charter which excluded them as slave-holders, must also have had a very perni- 
cious tendency ; for though there may be a sufficient apology for a superior, who 
is not a professional man, in granting, there is none for them as lawyers, in soli- 
citing and accepting, licenses which they knew must be invalid, — as it is stated 
they did ; whilst the not only allowing these secret assemblies, these furtive 
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ftnnaments> but the cancelling enactments applicable to offences of hourly and 
notorious repetition, can scarcelj, by some at least, have been undesigned. 
Taken collectively, this goes far to prove that little if any improvement is mani- 
fest since Regnier, Duke of Massa, minister of justice under Napoleon, pro- 
nounced that there was not a country in the known world where justice was 
worse administered, or the laws more openly violated, than in the isles of France 
and Bourbon. 

" General Decaen called the legal profession ' la maladie houteuse de I'lle de 
France.' Sir Robert Farquhar quashed whole courts at a time ; and, to go no 
further back than the year 1828, the French government felt compelled to send 
out in a body, from Paris to Bourbon, every magistrate composing their courts^ 
on the express condition that they should neither possess slaves nor estates, nor 
marry in the colony, on pain of forfeiting their appointments. 

" And this is the remedy now recommended. In support of these views, he 
begs to quote and adopt as his own the language of gentlemen (natives) who 
have favoured him with their sentiments in writing. ' Reconstruct the edifice 
anew,* says one ; * the remedy,* says another, * is a new judicial organization — 
the persons to be chosen from professional men, strangers to the colony, and 
renewable every seven years.' 

" These sentiments, which he believes also to be those of the commissioners 
of eastern inquiry, have spread far and wide ; and it may be safely assumed that 
were they tranquillized on other points, amelioration in this sense would be 
hailed as a blessing by every man of worth and property in the country. 

'* But having now had as much opportunity as most men ever had, of forming 
a judgment on such subjects, he on that account feels it may be laid down as an 
axiom — as a fundamental principle — ^that on the final acquisition, by conquest 
or cession of any possession, the commercial law and the crown law of the 
dominant state should, at the earliest period, if not on changing their flag, be 
required to take effect there. This, on reflection, will universally be found the 
interest alike of the conqueror and the conquered. 

" Governments, as they change hands in times of war or tumult, lay open a 
vast field for the commission of administrative abuses. When these are com- 
plained of, the reply is brief, ' We conformed to local usage' — < We administered 
foreign law.' Then comes a maze of evidence to show what this usage, what 
this foreign law actually was. In the mean time, justice remains unsatisfied. 
Then, whilst by the change of masters the people are entitled to the liberties and 
privileges of British subjects, so should they, in case of misconduct, be amenable 
to punishment according to the spirit and known principles of British jurispru- 
dence ; so would either side be safe, and equal security be offered to the admi- 
nistrator and the administered. 

" Next, supposing the earlier periods of excitement passed, should the same 
general principles of law prevail in the mother country and the dependency, the 
native who wishes to practise in their courts, will resort to some place of edu- 
cation at home — others will adventure therefrom the capital ; thus will a whole- 
some spirit of emulation and rivalship be established at the bar — ^habits^ the mode 
of thinking, the language, family ties, will soon follow. But if their jurispru- 
dence continue unchanged, the strangers who appear among them are foreign 
and warmly prejudiced adventurers ; the native, too, must proceed in his youth 
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to that coimtrj w2i«re are atiU manj irieiidi and coimexionff, and to wl4cli» from 
ancestral remixuacenees, he ia prone fondlj to look up ; or the more common 
and greater eyil, their young men remain in the country and learn their profes- 
aion aolelj at their predecessors' deaks. Thua ia established a school of mere 
routine, of pure local technicality, where an enlarged knowledge of general 
principles is supplied by expedients and the worst species of quibbling. That 
man becomes the ablest and the wisest who, having contrired to obtain ' th« 
good Englishman V capital, can best contrive to keep at bay the same ' hungry 
foreigner' when he claims it back ; and he too will be the greatest patriot if, 
whilst invoking the rights and pushing the libertiea of I^Ushmen to their 
utmost verge, he can inveigh luatily against ' foreign domination' — 'foreigi^ 
voracity' — ' insulted usages' — ' violated treaties.' 

" From the bar, the same apirit will descend or ascend to the bench> and then 
the courts of justice were better closed at once to the community : a cabal, a 
poterie, composed of the legal profession, their connezions and friends, down to 
the lowest dependent and humblest satellite, with a few employes of adminis- 
tration from convenience— and a few mercantile characters, assumed to possess 
influence elsewhere, and acting as their interest prompts, soon govern uncon- 
trolled ; and it is surprising for what a length of time, by dwelling on past 
sympathies, present jealousies, charging on government aa originating in con- 
tempt or corruption that which is often attributable to an excusable ignorance 
of local or foreign usages, and quite as often to a perverted interpretation of 
them, they succeed in exciting a dread of innovation, and lead the people tamely 
to submit to their wicked and disastrous rule, whilst they alternately beard the 
government, and fleece the community. But at length the respectable por^on 
of the original colonists withdraiir, and their place is supplied by the outcasts of 
all nations. The colony then becomes a general sanctuary, where the British 
capitalist is ruined, life is rendered unsafie, and reform is met by a threat of 
rebellion. 

" Place an Englishman at their head, however zealous or uprightly disposed, 
clogged, disappointed, haraased at every step, he must embrace at last one or 
other of these alternatives. 

" If irresolute, unable to force through the general combination, his zeal soon 
settles down to a sweet-tempered apathy. Loud occasional encomiums on things 
as they are in public, a measured and feeble shrug of assent to censure in pri- 
vate, are shortly his only remaining sig^ of life. Then will he too gladly learn 
to substitute exceptions for rules, the form for the substance, the novel for the 
sound, the surprising for the familiar, and resting his vindication on these, 
which he dignifies by calling ' foreign law,' his vindication he conceives is 
complete. 

« Should he, on the contrary, persist in showing firmness, unswerving deci- 
sion — though (subordinate in authority, high enough to become the object of 
universal attack — 1^ may p|inish, but he cannot reward — removals he can only 
effect by risking bis pt^ce of n^nd and his own livelihood, whilst the change 
is often from bad to worse. Enemies, therefore, he most make, friends he may 
easily lose ; and so encompassed, every practical amelioration, every proof of 
resolutioD, becomes a new source of clamour, until at last he quits from neces- 
sity — fortunate if not by compulsion ', for it is a fact, that in the crown colonies. 
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mh^tp ji^tif e kH been erowfdly pq ioe^ientiy, if not coaruptlj adnttniMeB*^^ 
tb#re is not e elagle instance of e tliorongb reforming megistrtte— one whons 
tbejr blewe, for they fear, thongb they regret hm afterwsrds*«wbo has sAt 
retired in disi^ppintnenty or died under suspension* Mvudh of this is w> doabi 
fttribatable to slaTery-^bvt where both these canses are combinedi reMAtanoe 
must hare an end. 

" With a governor or other officer it may be quite as bad ; he» however high 
his Btatio]»« must take his law at seeopd hand, and books and anthoritiea spivag 
np in ebondance : thenceforth he must either yield to the current, or is deemed 
arbitrary} he lespected not laws which he was the less likely to know, thai 
probably they had no existence, and sooner or later he shKzes the iate of the 

jndgo. 

" General HaU, to put down the slave-trade, caused suspected houses to be 

searched by day, and closely guarded by night; but, as is alleged, on influficaeni 
warrants. He was finally removed, and his ' tyrannical conduct' is a never- 
failing grievance. Now setting aside the question raised on the validity of his 
warrants, with this single remark — ^that if the point were left to the determina- 
tion of any royal court in France, they would probably ccmsider the constnictioii 
put on it by the magistracy of Mauritius, as a strong case adducible in support 
of the Duke of Massa's opinion; — how stands it according to that law, which 
was the law of Mauritius, as unquestionably as of any other portion of the 
British dominions 1 The introduction pf negroes was contraband, it was pro- 
hibited by the navigation laws, of which the Slave-tp^de Act necessarily fomed 
a portion, and to which act Mauritius became subject m changing its flag. 
These laws General Hall was sw^rn to maintain, and every military ei n^vel 
officer bound to execute them* Now is there not a remedy aiE»rded in such 
cases, by the navigation laws, ancient a^d modem 1 There is the writ of assists 
ance — a general writ issuable out of any court, espeiuaUy courts of revenue and 
admiralty, which lasts throughout the reign of the sovereign in whose name it 
is granted ; it is directed to no one in particular, may be distribnted in say 
number, and which expressly authorizes a search on premises by day* provided 
the party be accompanied by any civil officer. It extends throughout the British 
dominions wherever any court of admiralty has jurisdic^ott ; frcnn the centre el 
the metropolis to the Orkneys or Coxinaught — from the np?them boundeiies of 
the Canadas, to the extreme limits of Van Pieman's. Whive then wee the 
Mauritius court 1 Why was not one of these deposited St each miUtary station 
with one single policeman* whom General HaU would have provided 1* 

** Unfortufiately, the inconvenience does not end with m unwarranted impn- 
tation on General Hall-r^he would find his bill of indemnity engraved in the 
heart of every friend of hwmmity. But the sense of injustice mistakenly arisiag 
frpm it— so often dwelt on, never disputed— nmkles in ti^e minds of the whole. 
community ; to rouse the indignation of the inhabitants they point to the gssvA 
of Cuvillier — ' Allez f^u tombeau de CuviUier.* This Ctiviltier was an avowed 
slave trader, owner of the Minerva, caught in the act of importing nineiy^twD 
human beings, who were found with him on the premises. He died in pswen ; 
his less guilty associates were tried by the high conrt of admiralty in J^ngland, 

^ This remedy has been now adopted. ' 
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and transported ; and this is to be an indelible stain on the British character. 
Thus does a notorious pirate step forth a martyr — thus, on account of an act, the 
legality of which none would doubt, if exercised (under laws alike applicable to 
both countries) in the noblest castle of the proudest English peer, for the yalue 
of a pound of tea, or a yard of lace — ^is such a character at once converted into 
a Colignj, a Cranmer, or a St. Stephen. 

** But where the general principles of the law of the dominant country prevail, 
persona of experience may be safely selected for judicial appointments, and 
amendments as safely introduced — for there, too, the usual pleas of inapplica- 
bility and impracticability fall harmless; the colony may thus be effectually 
protected and controlled by the home government. The local authorities and 
the higher powers will mutually understand, mutually strengthen each other, 
whilst prevarication receives its just retribution. Take the very tase above 
quoted of Bourbon : the French government saw at once where the evil lay, and 
devised their remedy — ^and so did Napoleon's minister of justice ; for they were 
conversant with these laws, and the thousand frivolous pretences which would 
infallibly have been put forth, had they as Frenchmen been called on to admi- 
nister English law, no man dreamt of opposing. 

" Then the change itself is much greater in appearance than in reality — it is 
actually little or nothing. The highest authority on these subjects. Sir William 
Grant, many years ago observed, with his usual strong sense, and as the result 
of his extensive experience, that the esseiitial principles of law were in all 
countries the same — that if the same case were determined differently in London 
or Madrid, one of these decisions would probably be wrong by the laws of both 
England and Spain ; and pre-eminently does this hold with commercial and 
crown law, and the law of obligations, with reference to which Sir Wm. Jones 
remarked, that what was law at Orleans was law at Westminster. So on bills 
of exchange, some countries will allow of three, others of ten days' grace — ^but 
these distinctions are merely positive, or perfectly immaterial. In all are bills 
negotiable by endorsement, in all are they recoverable in solidum against each 
and all the parties — so with offences, the extent or duration of punishments may 
vary arbitrarily, but in all are the essential distinctions of homicide premedi- 
tated, homicide fortuitous, of thefts with violence, or simple larcenies, though 
they differ in the name, and in some minor shades (little understood and little 
regarded by the community) clearly distinguishable. The difference is rather 
in the practice ; and in this respect, whilst the practice of British criminal courts 
has long been the subject of much foreign eulogium, except as to the non- 
employment of counsel, that practice must be bad which leads to a thorough 
perversion of principles; it would no longer hold were those general principles 
understood on all sides to be alike the rule of governors and governed, but it is 
shielded, fostered, maintains itself under cover of the never-failing but fallacious 
response, — ^This is foreign law ! 

" And mark the general progress of our ceded possessions, whether of older 
or more recent date — Trinidad, Mauritius, the Cape, St. Lucia, Canada, Acadia 
(Nova Scotia), Demerara, Grenada. In all were the British authorities and the 
British power at first esteemed, and deservedly; for whatever the past or pre- 
sent defects of our colonial system, which are not denied, compared with any 
known proconsular governments, ancient or modem, it is liberal, impartial, and 
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mild, cherished by those most adequate to form a judgment; those who were 
temporarilj English have been subsequently restored at the peace to their 
original government. But as, from the causes above developed, men change, so 
opinions change ; and during this period, from an unwillingness to innovate at 
home, and occasionally probably from an intelligible dislike to too close a scru- 
tiny, and to the risk incurred on the spot, these same authorities allow them- 
selves to be first trifled with, next detested; at last, as forbearance became 
exhausted, reformation has commenced by engrafting English principles of 
pubUc law on their old stock, and from that time only have they begun to settle 
down in quiet — ^then, and then only, have they found a set-off against the loss 
of country and connexions in the security afforded to persons and property, and 
then only, however severe the transition, have they begun to thrive and to 
prosper. 

« As to their laws of succession, of tenures, and all others bearing rather on 
their domestic and personal, than public and political condition, France had as 
many varieties of these as she had provinces; their present code, however 
reformed, sanctions the law of communaut6, or joint partnership between man 
and wife, or that of dot, or jointure, indifferently. In England, these rules vary 
in many a town and district — indeed, in nearly every marriage settlement. Of 
them each society takes its choice, which depends on habits and locality. That 
is the best which pleases best, — ^let them then retain theirs as long as they think 
proper. Every stranger settling permanently in a country, is bound to concede 
much, and make himself sufficiently acquaioted with the practice and usages of 
that country* and these rules being merely positive, every lawyer will soon 
acquire them. 

"Give them, therefore, the charter which has met with abundant success at 
the Cape, superadding a clause to introduce the commercial and crown law of 
England, and sheriffs, justices of the peace, constables, small courts, will soon 
follow. The language, at the expiration of five years, to be English, within 
that interval French or English indifferently ; the records English. English 
gentlemen generally understand sufficient French, and Creoles sufficient English ; 
if not, others can be found of the first, and the latter will very soon learn ; but 
they, like all other men, will only begin to learn in earnest any other language 
than that taught them by their parents, when they have a sufficient inducement 
to do so." 

In setting forth these opinions, the writer is bound to add, that he gives them 
simply as his own, and that on long and mature observation he believes many 
worthy and excellent persons, persons well-disposed and loyal, would, whilst 
warmly advocating extensive reforms in their law and civil proceedings, feel 
some hesitation in admitting the policy of some of these amendments, particu- 
larly as to the language. Bat he persists in deliberately advocating them — con- 
vinced, that when tried, there is no substantial difference between the laws of 
any civilized country on such points, and that the only result of the change will 
be to root out all false and frivolous pretences and excuses for a wilful violation 
of the law. And, as regards language especially, he cannot but point out the 
yery different condition of the colony of Demerara as compared with Mauritius. 
They were both conquered at about the same time, ceded by the same treaty ; 
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0116 is tbfl most uiiheftltbf , thtf othef the faestfhiestplaeer within tfare trapieB; <m^ 
it {Completely Out Of the genefsd tivck of tfommei^ce, the* oth^if in the midit of ft. 
Yet is Ofie flow thonmghty British in all its feefingn, British OBpitid is ffe^/ 
employed, British tflteYests daty protected there, and mncb of iAs6f ctirlthwtioii ii 
in the hands of persons of British origin, or of Dntchmen hst estranging' tfaenr- 
selretf from their former connexions ; whilst thia aceomit shows what Manrititrs 
continttes to be. 

And this is still more fully dwelt upon in his next soggeStioik. 

" Another point of paramount importance, he added, seeotid only to lAe lisnt, 
if second to that, is the state of public education. For twenty-two year^ has 
thtff colony been British, and yet it is as thoroughly fcfreign in its language and 
ttAbitS — ^more so in Sentiment, tiian on the day of its capture'. Could tiiis hare 
occurred, had the college been put to its proper use 1 Instead of being mude €he 
hotbed of republicanism' and tbeiam, of ultra-GalHo principles, and the most 
rancorous Gallic feelings — ^better there hod been no such institution; 

" The commissioners of eastern inquiry huve already expressed fftemselres 
on this head, and proposed ralnabteimprorements. This is not enough; Like 
the courts, it requires a thorbugA purification ; aa certainly as a judicial; 
send out a collegiate establishment, and a charter there also. Froride, too* 
district schooTs, and let not a moment be lost. Slare emancipation must take 
place at no distant d'a1» ; the example of the class of colour, (for a moment de- 
ceived, and had not the progress of disaffection been timely stopped by the dis- 
covery of these machinations, perhaps ultimately alienated,) should serve at 
least as a warning. So soon as the slave is free> he too will be courted ; already 
have they endeavoured to win him over ;* and he will, as assuredly, imbibe 
ultimately the views and opinions of influential men. Do this, then, before the 
gratitude of the coloured class has cooled down, or the slave has an option. All 
the British, most of the coloured, many white inhabitants, will gladly avail 
themselves of these places of instruction ttbm the commencement'; others must 
fbllbw, or else, with English courts, and an English administration, tJiey will 
find themselves outrun in every course of honourable ambition. 

'*'Taken politically, it is impossible to overrate the importance even of time, 
for should a general affranchisement previously take place, (in a country thus 
convulsed, a spark may produce it,) instead of some eight or ten thousand per*- 
sona easily silenced, converted, or crushed, England will have, in this stronghold* 
of Her possessions, a population of one hundred thousand souls so inveterately 
inimical, that an army, in times the most pacific, could scarce keep theni in sub- 
jection. But make them at once thoroughly English, then, so long as Britain 
retains her naval power, they are invincible ; and in a population so numerous, 
so concentrated, and' so enthusiastic, an army, should the emergency call for it, 
might be raised in a very short space of time, with which a Clive could conquer 
China, or recover India. 

« But why should the finest stations of the ^lobe be devoted t6 war alone t 
Why not draw otf* their attention to sound agricnlture, and legltimatei commeroel 
In a short time, most of its shackles will be withdrawn from our eastern trade ; 

*^ See the pamphlet'quoted at the close of the first chapter. 
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and, as objections of insurmoantable weight are opposed to the indiscriminate 
colomsation of India, may not this become the universal mart — the general em- 
porium of the east? At a fortnight's sail from the presidencies, even without the 
use of steam, and commanding the whole coast of India; little more from Arabia 
or Persia, from Bataria or Sincapore, from New South Wales, Van Dieman's 
Land, and South Africa; and in a direct route from either of these to England, bj 
the new track through Egypt, as from India by the old ; at less distance from Ma. 
dagascar, Ceylon, and Mozambique, — ^nations already taught, by the zeal of the 
missionary, the truths of religion, the adrantages derirable from education, the 
benefits of pacific commerce ; — ^nothing more is requisite to render this a field 
as extensive, as safe for the British capitalist, than laws honestly administered, 
sonnd instruction, and a complete exemption from commercial imposts. 

" And yet are there higher purposes than either war or gain. As the college's 
fame becomes established, crowds of pupils will resort to it from the three 
presidencies ; and in course of time, possessing already a population, in shade 
and origin, more various than any on the face of the globe, why not hence 
spread literature, science, and civilization through the east? Why from this 
oommon spot, where each will find a countryman, should not the learned lan- 
guages, the language of Europe, their own tongues, the Arabic, the Sanscrit, 
the Chinese, the Persian, — religion, law, medicine, — astronomy, botany (al- 
ready have they a magnificent collection), — the arts, music, painting, — ^be 
rendered accessible to each in his language? here might each find a school, each 
a temple. Make this also the chief station of the missionary ; hence might pro- 
ceed successors conveying knowledge, consolation, and hope, — ^worthy of a 
Heber or a Wilson, a Martyn, a Schwartz, or a Philip. Already is the founda- 
tion laid ; time, care, and the will, are alone required. Then would the energies 
of a people warm, impassioned, and intellectual, be diverted into their noblest 
channel. Thus would England found an empire over the mind, more glorious 
and enduring than any obtained by war! Hence, whatever remains in the 
womb of futurity, would she long continue to shed a pacific but irresistible in- 
fluence over the destinies of Asia; and when even this too shall have passed, — 
when her name, her tongpie, her fame alone remain ; even then might the sage 
of future empires, worthy of their race, move in contemplative admiration, 
among the ruined fanes of Mauritius, as the sturdy moralist of recent days 
MQong the crumbling tombs of lona. 

<' On considering the capabilities of Mauritius, and the purpose they have 
been put to, — ^her recent delirium, — her sanguinary traffic, the imagination 
warms; and this too may be a dream ; still is it a dream of peace and benefi- 
cence, and therefore to be received with indulgence." 



Elizabeth Bagster, (Widow of the late S. Bagiter, /wi J Printer, 14, Bartholomew Close, LoihIoii. 
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